

U-S.” Stortimrj of State Mur smU 

« Sorkt jygpoaa] on foe mSfarj Mare of « .riw 

ftUliill flMhdtlWwlWtrttMiildlhtMATO^MM i iM i ilw i^ Iw ml. 

■■ far nfpr a if* *- fa Barope^ Baker, <*■»— **-f htniirlt fiw a 


SgriatyWaa oTre ra t nrii aracfare of European aecartty and ceopav 
ate 8coirtty and C o op cnAm In Europe (CSCE) 


rtnidd b^a jfanaai. pnBBral flwa d ia. “CSCE, NATO and 

rtn r gr fTTnrapran rnnimnnllj) and other democratic «* 

JJ*wojfi>-. aMr'nw. pi«y a crcator part fa deqirnlng aad broadening 
Earope»a na*fj,” Jfaker toid CSCE tana rigfrti -—fay ta 
GftfndHfear; *^We out csnrt that thde i.^ i m eant faae la 
c ntrip fa -ra.« nad rrtntot* rech oOwr.” fa- said, adding; “NATO «fl 
caBaatte^rreaafliela ffla pc aa rtifcgnaTaatBC of peace.” Baker, who hnd 
t w o h re ijrf y fafc hlB wtt&fid Foirdgn Mhdater Ednzrd Sherard- 
«"d»\Taesdacr,- raid hewotdddSacnsK Soviet prop will on E uro pean 
eei i'ky- eNi NATO mfafaten wt a »>***■; beginning Thuraday. 
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HizboHah ready to es&d food 

BEIRUT (R) — The pn^lnudan HizboHah group, tacked En three years of 
flghlfag With the Syrian-hacked Anud riBtia, asked Tehran cad Pair ia<rnn 
Wednesday to pursue their efforts to end the bloody soter-SSaTle bad. “It 
is about time to bed the W e eding wonod restating foam the fighting 
between os and AmaL We have from our side set the appropriate stage to 
bead this wound,” HMwBah said fa a statement. Toe estreAHj st gwp> 
trafaed and ffnimrrd by Tehran, said the be t w e en the ShTUe 

Motfa fartfans “was dtartfag it from emdroatfaQ lewd and its master, 
America. We repeat today our caD oa our brothers fa ursa and Syria to 
coottnoe their sincere efforts to put a Seal end to this iaae fa w ider to 
prot e ct the md s tanre and rohanrr tts capabSKtfeg Co eor ^ r vri the Thwht 
enemy.” Hhhdili fanned the statonmi after Syria's f ill HTHjj sir 
officer fa L eb anon, Brigadier Gbsri Kenaaa, begsc rr^r^etm efforts 
b et w een the two ShTIte foes. pdUad sonrees said. IZemr-: m:w d fa west 
Befa-nt Tuesday and met separately with oOdds cf KEdwCteb cod AmaL 
Be was trying to arragne direct talks bet w een feeders dSaCco gyca ps fa 
die nest few days, the s ou rce s said. 
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Libya ‘will respond 
flrinly* to imy Israeli r 
attach - "~ 

: NICOSIA" 09/-r Obya, repeat- 

- nig denials it was involved in a 

- Palestinian seaborne raid on 
bred ,, said Wednesday ft would 
respond with "all firmness and 

-iesveptf! to nny Israeli retaliatory 
attack. A Foreign Ministry state- 
ment, said charges of Lilian in- 
volvement were part of “the 
Zionistenemy’s policy and bis 
aggressive designs against Libya. 
Any aggressive act targetting 
Ul^ willije^confrdiiied with all 
. firmness arid severity.? bred said 
_ guerrillas of the Palestine Libera-' 
don Front left Libya aboard a 
Libyan merchant ship that drop- 
ped six speedboats off the Israeli 

- coast. Troops kiQcdfpur guerril- 
las and captured 12 in die foiled 
raid May 30. 

Capucci ends 
hunger strike 

ROME (AP) — A Greek Catho- 
lic aitiibishop Wednesday ended 
a 15-day hanger strike _he 
observed in Rome to support tire 
Palestinian - cause, the Arab 
League office .reported. 
Archbishop Hilarion Capncd, 67, 
who was jfflTed by the Israelis for 
nearly three' years'in the urid- 
1970s on charges of smuggling 
arms to Palestinian guerrillas, has 
ku&cbed several other hunger 
strikes in recent years to. protest 
Israeli aptions. “My -hunger 
strike, which lasted 15 days to 
*b<W 9b4kiaritywfth my martyred 
people, (and) to: condemn the 
oimes perpetrated against them, 
particularly those of repeat days, 
has been, carried but ja orderthat 
I may do thy (doty' abdrespOndto 
the appeal of ^.joonsdence 
ray faea^”the Syrian-bom pat- 
natch sard jh ^ statement. 

Cambodian rebels = ; 
claii^victoriea : 

BANGKOK (R) — Cambodian 
guerrillas Wednesday claimed 
fresh military- successes. The 
claims followed the signing of a 
conditional ceasefire with - the' 
j ^ ernment that had raised little 
hope ofjefief on tbe battlefield. 
.Forces:toyd[ to Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk «nd tbeyhad captured 
tfaree tpnms^m ccBtral Kompong 
Thom in^the past week. A Siha- 
ndrdqst statement, said the guer- 
rillas killed 66 soldiers in the 
attacks onPrasath.SambaurFri- 
day and Stanng Monday. Sandan 
fcU when . the defenders fled 
.“without apyreal fighting” Satur- 
day; A goerrifla source told Reu- 
ters; ther SfliaiJoakist attacked 
jo'mtty vri& figfateis of the com-. 
munist 1 Khm er Rouge. -The 
ESnnerRcnigesaiditiiadsevered 
route 10, rramni& 80 idlometres 
between the; important western 
fewhs^iifiPaflzn and Battambang. 

Ikllled^lhurtln 
Belfast blast 

BELFAST (R) — A man was 
kOJedaiKla woman was seriously 
mjiired when a bomb blew up 
their car. . in Belfast Tuesday, 
police :sauL ;Ttes blast occurred 
dose to a school in the Northern 
Ireland capital. Police said they 
could hot confirm an early report 
tha the man was a former mem- 
ber of the security fbrees. 'Tt was 
a'bomb of" some type all right,” 
said a police 'spokesman. A 
second woman walking on the 
fbotpath also caught the fbree of 




escaped- serious mjniy. Police 
said they believed .the bomb ex- 
ploded under die car which was 
wrecketTby ^ie blast." 

Former Czech- 
party chiefs held 

PRAGUE (AP) — Former Com- 
munia Party chief Miks. Jakes 
and. ra -teak four other former 
Communist leaders have been 
detmned by police two days be-, 
fore the ftec frec-electkms since 
1946, the state news agency CTK 
said Wednesday. Vaal Bilak, a 
former ^ C ommuni st Party ideolo- 
gy chkif to- have .been 

inst nmxen tal in .inviting Soviet 
troops to Czechwipvakia in 1968, 
was aw'debmol. In additioa to 
Jakes' and Bilak,. police detained 
Joref. Leant, JMGchal Stefenak 
and' Rndoif Hege n b ar t, who last 
we^; .was jumred in . a Bxztish 
Broadcasting Corporation 
documentary as a. Communist 
Party of&aal who allegedly work-, 
ed whhfhe Sonet KGB to try to 
oust Jaices last J^ov^aber.. 
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PLO Top government officials 
sitting reshuffled; eight retired 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is sitting fight against 
threats to break off contacts be- 
cause the organisation cannot risk 
flying in file face of an angry 
anti-American mood among 
Palestinians, FLO officials say. 

Washington is investigating a 
Palestinian guerrilla raid on the 
Israeli coast last Wednesday to 
see if it violated the PLO anti- 
terrorism pledge which made the 
dialogue possible. 

The 15-man PLO Executive 
Committee is meeting in Bagh- 
dad to discos U.S. demands that 
it condemn the raid and take 
action against Mohammad 
Abbas, fiie executive committee 
member whose group made the 
raid. 

But PLO officials in Tunis said 
that publicity about the U.S. de- 
mands had been con n te rp iocfaio- 
tive. . 

- “The- PLO won’t respond in 
the way the U.S. wants. It's an 
attempt to blackmail us and we 
cant afford to seem to be dic- 
tated to,” a senior PLO official 
told Renters Wednesday. 

Many Palestinians favoured 
military action against Israeli 
targets in retaliation for the kfll- 
ing of eight Palestinians by Israeli 
gunman last month and the kill- 
ing of other Palestinians in the 
demonstrations that followed. ' 

“There’s a popular feeling 
.among Palestinians that a re- 
s^nse was justifiable. The mood 
is angry and aggressively anti- 
American' at The moment. The 
mood is to talk tough Bed not give 
in to them,” he said. 

- PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
has said he cannot expel or sus- 
pend Mohammad Abbas (Abu 
Abbas) from the executive com- 
mittee because be was elected by 
file Palestine National Council. 

He has also dedmed to con- 
demn the guerrilla raid by Abu 
Abbas’s Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF). saying only that the 
forces and institutions under cen- 
tred PLO control had nothing to 
do with it and had' no advmice 
knowledge' of it. 

The PLO official in Tunis, who 
asked not to be named, said a public 
re p rima n d of Aba Abbas would be 
seen as captmlatkm to the United 
States, though in private many 
Palestinians recognised that the PLF 
operation was not in tbetr interests. 

“Abo Abbas has the support of 
perhaps one Palestinian in a 
thousand. If Arafat takes action 
against him, the level of support 
would rise to five in a thousand,” be 
a dd ed. 

Another PLO official said he ex- 
pected the Baghdad meeting to attack 
U.S. policy in strong la n g u a g e and 
accuse Washington of ‘‘covering op 
Israel's crimes’* by using its veto 
against U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions winch Israel opposes. 

The United States last week vetoed 
a resolution which would have sent a 
U.N. fact-finding mission to the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza 

Strip. 

The PLO officials said they thought 
it unlikely Washington would decide 
to break off its 18-monlh-old dialogue 
with the PLO, despite pressure from 
Israel and the U.S. congress. 

“To break it off would strengthen 
(Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak) Sha- 
mir internally and would mean the 
United States can no longer play the 
role it has designated for itself in the 
Middle East as the party in touch with 
everyone,” said one. 

“It would also force the Arab states 
to react in one way -or another,” he 
added. . 

“If they cut the dialogue, it would 
be a recognition of theur own failure 
and destroy their credibility as a 
superpower.” Zakaria Abdul Rahim, 
an official of the PLO’* political 
department, told-ReuSera. 

But Salab Khalaf, one of Arafat’s 
closest associates, hinted last week 
.dim the. PLO. was resigned id tbe 
dialogue ending and would not shed 
many tears over ft. 

“The A meri c ans took everything 
and gave us nothing in return. The 
dialogue was a heavy weight on our 
Shoulders and ft Hosted our freedom 
of movement.” be told Reuters. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens contended Wednesday that 

VS. credibility was bring “pin to die 

.test” after Israel offered proof that 
the PLO violated its promise to desist 
from' terrorism. " 

/ Areaa made the statement in a 
.speech to parliament renewing 
Israel's demand that the. United 
States cancel its dialogue with die 
PLO. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Wednesday 
transferring 20 senior govern- 
ment officials to new positions. 
A Cabinet decision also 
arraotmeed die retirement of 
eight senior officials. 

The derisions take effect 
Saturday, Jane 9, 1990. 

Accenting to the Royal De- 
cree 

— Dr. Mohammad Mahdi Al 
Farhan, director of file Social 
Security Corporation, will be- 
come director of tbe Customs 
Department; 

— Mr. Falah Al Qodah, senior 
official at the Free Zones Cor- 
poration, will become tbe cor- 
poration’s director; 

— Dr. Abdul Aziz Wish ah, a 
senior official at tbe Natural 
Resources Authority, will be- 
come secretary general of the 
Jordan Valley Authority; 

— Mr. Mohammad Al Saqqaf , 
secretary general of tbe Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade, will 
become director of the Social 
Security Corporation; 

— Mr. Adel Qudah, director of 
Customs Department, will be- 
come director of tbe Income 
Tax Department; 

— - Mr. Ah Al Gharaibeh, direc- 
tor erf file Budget Department, 
will become director of the 
Lands and Survey Department; 

— Dr. Ibrahim Badran, secret- 
ary general of tbe Ministry of 
Energy, will become secretary 
general of tbe Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade; 

— Mr. Asem Ghosheh, secret- 


ary general of tbe Ministry of 
Youth, will become secretary 
general of the Ministry of Ener- 
gy and Mineral Resources; 

— Mr. ‘Eid Al Fayez, director 
of tbe Ports Corporation, will 
become secretary general of the 
Ministry of Youth; 

— Mr. Awad TaJ, secretary 
general of the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment, will be- 
come director of tbe Jordan 
Ports Corporation; 

— Mr. Suleiman Al Habahbeh 
will become director of the 
Public Transport Corporation, 
succeeding Mohammad Jamil 
Abnl Tayyeb who has been 
retired; 

— Dr. Burban Shreideh, direc- 
tor of the Vocational Training 
Corporation, will become 
director of the Hijaz Railway; 

— Dr. Mohammad Bani Hani, 
secretary general of the Jordan 
Valley Authority, will become 
secretary general of tbe Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment; 

— Mr. Mohammad Kreishan, 
director of the Hijaz Railway, 
will become director of the' 
Aqaba Railway Corporation; 

— Mr. Mohammad Ziyad Al 
J amal from tbe Ministry of 
Education will become director 
of tbe Purchases Department; 

— Mr, Saleh Al Zonbi, former 
director of A] Dustonr daily 
and former secretary general of 
tbe Foreign Ministry, will be- 
come Secretary General of Par- 
liament; 


— Mr. Mohammad Al Abdul- 
laht, senior official at tbe Free 
Zones Corporation, will be- 
come director general of tbe 
Civil Service Consumer Cor- 
poration, to su cce ed Nabil Abul 
Hilda who became minister of 
supply in the present govern- 
ment; 

— Mr. Ahmad Al Atwan from 
the Ministry of Education will 
become director general of tbe 
Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion; 

— Mr. Zuhair Khalifa will be- 
come director general of the 
Cities and Villages Develop- 
ment Bank; 

— Mr. Salman Al Tarawneh, 
director of the Income Tax 
Department, will become direc- 
tor of the Budget Department. 

Senior officials retired in- 
clude the following: Mr. Hani 
Kheir, Secretary General of 
Parliament. Mr. Yassin Kayed, 
director of tbe Free Zones Cor- 
poration, Mr. Gfaazi Lubbadeh. 
director of the Purchases De- 
partment, Mr. Khalil Ai 
Faouri, director of the National 
Aid Fund, Mr. Ahmad Jamal 
Hussein, assistant director of 
tbe Lands and Survey Depart- 
ment, Mr. Nabih Al Abwe, 
advisor at the Ministry of 
Transport, and Anwar Malhas, 
director of the Telecommunica- 
tions Department at the Post 
Office and Postal Savings De- 
partment. The service of Mr. 
Mrewid Al Tal, director gener- 
al of the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation, was t e r min ator! 


M 

emigration— U.S. official 


TURNBERRY, Scotland (R) — 
Tbe Soviet Union has told the 
United States it will not bait 
Jewish emigration, despite a hint 
by President Mikhail Gorbachev 
that it might be embed to meet 
Arab objections, a senior U.S. 
-official said Wednesday. 

An assurance was given to 
Secretary of State James Baker 
by Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze during a 
two-hour meeting in Copenhagen 
Tuesday night, die official said. 

Baker told Shevardnadze there 
would be “very serious consequ- 
ences” if emigration was stopped. 
The official, who asked not to be 
identified, said Shevardnadze re- 
plied: “We have no plan to 
change our approach to emigra- 
tion.” 

Many Arab countries have pro- 


tested to Moscow that Israel is 
settling Soviet Jews in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The U.S. official briefed repor- 
ters as Baker flew from a human 
rights meeting in Copenhagen to 
Scotland, for talks with NATO 
foreign ministers on tbe future of 
Europe and tbe changing role of 
tbe alliance. 

Gorbachev said after bis 
Washington summit with Presi- 
dent George Bush last week that 
Moscow might halt Jewish 
emigration unless Israel stopped 
settling emigrants in occupied ter- 
ritories. 

About 30,000 Jews were 
allowed to leave the Soviet Union 
in file first quarter of 1990, most 
of them for Israel. 

Asked why the threat to halt 


emigration was made if it was not 
serious, the official quoted She- 
vardnadze as saying Gorbachev 
“wanted to demonstrate that we 
would like to have certain under- 
standing from the Israelis because 
there’s 3 problem here as far as 
we’re concerned.” 

Gorbachev’s public remarks 
directly contradicted all tbe 
Soviets had told the Americans 
privately during the summit and 
hence were confusing, the U.S. 
official said. 

“They had made clear that 
their commitment to emigration 
was a strong one and wasn’t going 
to be altered,” he said. The offi- 
cial did not define what the con- 
sequences would have been had 
Moscow stopped Jewish emigra- 
tion. 


European team urges expansion of 
UNRWA mandate, special envoy 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A delegation of 
European parliamentarians 
Wednesday called for extend- 
ing the mandate of the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine refugees 
(UNRWA) throughout the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and for appointing a 
European Community (EC) en- 
voy to the occupied territories. 

Upon their r e t urn here from 
a factfinding mission to tbe 
occupied territories, six mem- 
bers of the Parliamentary Asso- 
ciation for Euro-Arab Coop- 
eration (PAEAC) recom- 
mended practical steps to be 
taken to^ improve conditions in 
tbe occupied’ territories. “The 
status quo is no longer sustain- 
able,” said the delegation's 
bead, Jan Sonnevdd, a Dutch 
member of the European Par- 
liament. “We cal! for stronger 
juptectipn for the pebpte in the 
.occupied territories,** be told a 
press conference- 

“Onr recommendation is that 
the mandate of UNRWA be 
extended to aD Pales tinians Irv- 
ing in tbe West Bank and 
Gaza,” he said. 

In . a press statement, die 
group lambasted the Israeli 
army for “showing no respect 
for tbe mandate of the UN- 
RWA" aqd consistently “refus- 
ing to respect and apply tbe 


Fourth Geneva Convention.” 

The delegation said that if 
UNRWA services were ex- 
tended to serve all of the 1.7 
million people in tbe occupied 
territories, then tbe Palestinian 
population could be protected 
against some of tbe practices of 
tbe Israeli army and govern- 
ment. The U.N. agency pre- 
sently serves about 900,000 
people, all of whom are re- 
fugees or their descendants 
from the area of pre-1947 Pales- 
tine. 

The situation in the occupied 
territories was described as 
“scandalous” by socialist Bel- 
gian Senator Jos de Bremaeck- 
er. “The whole world should 
. react againsb it,” he said.- 

Tbe delegation, which met 
with representatives of the 
Palestinian community, consols 
general of European countries, 
and membera of the Israeli par- 
liament and visited refugee 
camps and UNRWA installa- 
tions, called on Israel to “re- 
spect human, social, civil and 
political rights of tbe peoples in 

the occupied territories.” 

In addition to calling for an 
extension of tbe UNRWA man- 
date, the delegation said it 
would press for a separate inde- 
pendent EC repre se ntative for 
the occupied territories. 

The group said that a perma- 
nent EC envoy to tbe occupied 
territories to study economic 


needs and coordinate coopera- 
tion would underline the inde- 
pendent status of the occupied 
territories. 

The group said that it sup- 
ported a dialogue ‘Heading to a 
comprehensive settlement in 
the framework of an interna- 
tional conference under the au- 
spices of the U.N. with tbe 
participation of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO).” However, the delega- 
tion members showed no readi- 
ness to use the considerable 
economic leverage Europe has 
on Israel to pressure it into 
concessions of any kind. 

“I want to help them get oat 
of their difficulties” said Son- 
neveld, who said that press u re 
of “such a sort” may have 
adverse effects. 

The group stressed tbe im- 
portant role of the United 
States in bringing Israel to tbe 
“peace table.” 

“The United States plays a 
major role in changing the atti- 
tude of tbe Israelis,” Sonneveld 
said. 

Five members of tbe delega- 
tion are parliamentarians from 
Belgium, Sweden, West Ger- 
many, France and Holland. 

- The PAEAC has 650 mem- 
bers in tbe 53 member countries 
of the Council of Europe. 
Ninety-three of its members be- 
long to the 518-member Euro- 
pean Parliament. 


‘Deep frustration in the absence of 


peace fuels extremism in Mideast 3 


Jordan welcomes 
Soviet warning ta 

Israel over emlin 



By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Jordan welcomes 
the recent Soviet warning to 
Israel that it might consider halt- 
ing the issuance of exist permits 
for Soviet Jews if tbe Jewish state 
does not provide assurances that 
the emigres will not be settled in 
the occupied Arab territories as 
well as the reiteration of Amer- 
ican opposition to settlements, a 
senior Jordanian official said 
Wednesday. 

“We are grateful to hear the 
reiterated position by the U.S. 
and the dear new position tty file 
Soviet Union regarding this pro- 
cess — to have t he U.S say that 
*we are reiterating our position 
against settlements in tbe occu- 
pied territories' is something that 
we appreciate, as we have 
appreciated earlier,” the official 
said. “But now, I think the time is 
very important to see the begin- 
ning of a serious movement on 
tbe part of the U.S. to make its 
polity more credible and less 
redundant,” added the official, 
speaking to reporters on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Tbe official was referring to 
comments made by Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev and 
U.S. President George Bush in 
Washington June 3. 

According to tbe official, Jor- 
dan bad secured assurances from 
the United States that no bousing 
loan guarantees would be granted 
to Israel without the Jewish state 
providing assurances that the 
money will not be spent on set- 
tling immigrants in file occupied 
territories. 

Jordan was In touch with the U.S. 
administration late last year over tins 
subject, and was tok) that there was 
do such Israeli request at that time 


Egypt 
pledges 
to help 
Lebanon 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt promised 
Lebanese President EHas Hrawi 
Wednesday to use its influence in 
the Arab World to try and end 
Lebanon's long misery. 

Cairo also said it would under- 
take international contacts seek- 
ing to restore Lebanese 
sovereignty over parts of south- 
ern Lebanon under Israel’s con- 
trol. But Osama Al Baz. a key 
aide to President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, warned that Israel is not 
easily persuaded “to take a cer- 
tain path.” 

Hrawi, on Iris first trip to Cairo 
since assuming battle-scarred 
Lebanon’s presidency last Nov. 
24, discussed with Mubarak for 
two hours how Egypt can become 
more active in ending tbe coun- 
try's chaos. 

Tbe Lebanese leader also met 
with tbe United State’s ambassa- 
dor to Lebanon, John McCarthy, 
who assumed his.past-a few days 
before Hrawi became president 
but has not lived in Beirut. 

Egypt’s Middle East News 1 
Agency quoted a Lebanese pres- 
idential source as saying Hrawi 
also talked with Ryan Crocker, 
acting deputy chief of mission 
(DCM) at tbe U.S. embassy in 
Cairo. 

The agency said Crocker has 
been appointed to replace 
McCarthy, which several 
Lebanese radio stations also have 
reported. Marcelle M. Wahba. 
spokeswoman at the Cairo 
embassy, confirmed the McCar- 
thy meeting bnt denied that 
Crocker had attended the meet- 
ing or has been appointed ambas- 
sador to Lebanon. 

“Ryan Crocker, as acting 

(Continued on page 5) 


and that if any move was made by die 
U.S. Congress tbe administration 
“wiD not let it go unless there are full 
guarantees and assurances that tbe 
money will not be spent in a way 
which damage the (Middle East) 
peace process,” the official said. 

However, the official said, the U.S. 
Senate mooted a frill to grant a $400 
miTKn n housing guarantee to Israel 
and n was approved by Congress last 
month. Tbe U.S. president has also 
signed the authorisation, the official 
added. 

According to reports from Israel, 
the U.S. administration has informed 
the Jewish state that the authorisa- 
tion would not be released without 
tbe sought-for assurances have been 
provided to Washington. 

Disappointmnet over veto 

Jordan was “very much dis- 
appointed" with the recent American 
veto of a U.N. Security Council re- 
solution proposing the dispatch of a . 
fact-finding mission to the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, the offi- 
cial said. He explained that the first 
draft of the resolution bad several 
dements — including a call for the 
stationing of U.N. forces in the occu- 
pied territories and for convening an 
international peace conference on the 
Middle East — which would have 
been rejected outright by the U .S. in 
light of Washington's known opposi- 
tion to sod> proposals. But the mod- 
ified version of the resolution was 
“muted... and mild... and vc bad 
anticipated an abstention rather than 
a veto... and we are quite surprised 
by the veto,” he said. 

Last week's abortive Palestinian 
guerrilla raid on the Israeli coast 
“appears to have given a pretext*’ for 
the U.S. to veto the resolution, the 
Official added. 

“We hope the U.S. would examine 
tbe effects of casting this negative 
vote in light of the reaction and 
developments in the region," he said. 
“We feel that ft is only adding to the 
frustrations that are translating them- 
selves in certain behaviour and acts 
that are not conducive what they are 


trying to promote; that is a compre- 
hensive peccs that the region needs.” 

Ers&a-Ercs? ssaves wefcosaafl 

The official Scorned signs of 
movement by both Iraq and baa 
towards direct peace t-tr^. after right 
years cf war and two years to so-war- 
no-peacc situation. “Apparently, 
both sices have realised that they can 
no longer waft for someone to bring 
them together end that it wocld sever 
occur if they waited cay lengsr.” he 


Acsondaog to toe offioal, peace 
betw e en Iran asd Iraq could lead to 
changes in the Middle 
starting with Lebanon, where 
be said, “Iraq is fighting an I ran a a a 
extension." However, Ere did not go 
into detaBs of the envisaged changes 
in the region. “Maybe others would 
consider the situation and decide Go 
join the entente," he said, in appa- 
rent reference to Syria, which sup- 
ported Iran in the war and remains at 
odds with Iraq. 

it would be vneag to cssume that 
the May 28-50 Baghdad summit came 
out with u confronl 2 tiooai approach” 
to any country, according to the 
official. He said that the difference 
in approaches that emerged at the 
oi TTirmt was due io the fact that the 
Arab states “differ in tbe style of 
dealing but there is so difference in 
the goals.” 

The resolutions adopted by the 
smtrri: --ere a&f?.b:y critica: of 
United States for its support for Israel 
and warned that the Arab World’s 
international relations would be 
guided by the respective countries* 
stand on Soviet Jewish immigration. 

According to the official, the re- 
solutions reflected the Arab leaders* 
. realisation of tbe dangers inherent in 
Soviet Jewish immigration to Israel 
and the settlement cf the new arrivals 
in the occupied territories. The sum- 
mit un derstood that the effects of the 
Israeli settlement policy arc not li- 
mited to the Pfelestiofans and the 

(CertksaS os page 5) 


‘Right-wing crazies' poised 
to take power in Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — Caretaker 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
raced Wednesday to forge what 
political allies and the press called 
a government of “right-wing cra- 
zies” as a deadline to end Israel’s 
political crisis approached. 

Shamir, 74, has until Friday to 
tell President Chaim Herzog 
whether be can form a coalition 
to replace a left-right cabinet that 
broke up 83 days ago over his 
refusal to accept U.S. Middle 
East peace proposals. 

Aides said Shamir's rightist 
Likud Party would muster a par- 
liamentary majority in a confi- 
dence vote early next week do- 
spite last-minute difficulties in 
getting signed commitments from 
far- right and religious partners. 

“He will try to form a govern- 
ment by tomorrow,” media advis- 
er Avi Pazner said. But be added: 
“There is no guarantee.*' 

Unable to revive bis govern- 
ment with the Labour Party, 
which favours the U.S. proposals 
for IsraeU-Palestinian talks, Sha- 
mir has enlisted support from 
what some newspapers and 
sources dose to him call “right- 
wing crazies.” 

His potential partners in 
Israel’s next government seek to 
flood the occupied territories 
with Jews, toughen measures to 
quash the Palestinian uprising 
and force more public religious 
observance on the secular major- 
ity. 

Such a government is opposed 
by the U.S., Israel's guardian 
ally, as well as most Israelis and 
■Sh amir himself. 

Political commentators said 
Shamir would feel like a leftist in 
such a government but Pazner 
countered: “He is not a leftist. . 
He is a centre-right politician and 
will continue to feel like a centre- 
right politician.” ■ 

Bnt Pazner added: “A narrow 
coalition is far from ideal.” 

He said tbe coalition would 
uphold Israel’s 13-month-old 
elections plan for the Palestinians 


of the West Bank and Gaza. 

But Shamir feels uneasy back- 
ed by a mere bl-59 parliamentary 
majority that includes parties 
campaigning to expel all Arabs 
under Israeli rule and opposing 
Israel’s 197S Camp David accords 
with Egypt. 

Political commentators specu- 
lated Shamir's earlier search for a 
government with Labour was 
prompted largely by his fear that 
hardline Likud rival Ariel Shar- 
on, leader of the 1982 Lebanon 
invasion, would usurp his control 
over a right-wing coaEtioa. 

“Sharon, supported by tbe 
right, will lead the government 
into a dead end that will bout 
Sharon into the leadership of 
Likud,” wrote analyst Hanan . 
Crystal in the daily Hadashot. 

Many Israelis have accused the 
hawkish Sharon. 62, of acting 
without government authority 
when be took troops to Beirut in 
the 1982 invasion, prompting 
then-Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin to resign. 

Media reports said Sharon 
would handle immigration in a 
new government, overseeing an 
influx of Soviet Jews at the heart 
of an international controversy 
over their settlement in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Likud holds 40 seats m parlia- 
ment to Labour's 39. Its coalition 
would include Sbas <5 seats), the 
National Religious Party (51, 
Tehiya (31, Degel Hatorah (2), 
Tsomet (2), Moledet (2) and 
breakaway religious party mem- 
bers (2). 

If Shamir fails to assemble a 
government by Friday, the presi- 
dent may either give another 
member of parliament tbe task or 
tell Speaker Dov Shilansky to call 
new elections. 

Otherwise a parliamentary major- 
ity might appeal to the president 
to appoint another nominee. 
Both Sharon and former Labour 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
have said they could forge a 
majority. 
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Mafsanjani holds out 
hopes for Gulf peace 


TEHRAN (AP) — President Hashemi Rafcanjani 
said Wednesday the United States most posh Israel 
and Kuwait to free “hostages” if it wants help in 
gaining release of Westerners held in Lebanon. 


The tarbaned Rafcanjani also 
said be did not rule out a peace 
summit with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, but only after 
lower-level Iraqi-Iranian meet- 
ings: 

Gh Iran's death call against 
British author Salman Rushdie, 
he -said ties with London could be 
resumed if Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher condemns the 
book the Satanic Verses. But he 
said there was no question of 
iifSfig the death decree. 

* r The irresponsible, arrogant 
attitude of the United States has 
created further difficulties’' in re- 
solving the hostage crisis, he told 
a news conference for 200 foreign 
and local journalists. 

Two American educators, 
Robert Polhill and Frank Reed, 
were released by tbeir pro- 
Iranian kidnappers at Tehran's 
bidding in April, and Iran said 
Washington should make a ges- 
ture in return. 

“An appropriate response was 
expected after the Lebanese un- 
conditionally set free the hostages 
— : release of hostages in Kuwait 
anjd Israel," Rafcanjani said. 

"Why don't you help increase 
the necessary public pressure on 
those governments to release 
these hostages, so that the West- 
ern* hostages can be freed in 
repurn?" he asked the journalists. 

*‘If the United States is serious 
about wanting relations with Iran 
in;the future, it must begin to act, 
because talking is not enough,” 
Rafcanjani said. 

:Hundreds of Muslims are held 
& Israel and an Israeli -controlled 
strip in South Lebanon. Their 
release has been a constant de- 
mand of Iran and the pro-Iranian 
kidnap groups. 

•But the reference to Kuwait, 
though not new, appeared to be 
the first by an Iranian leader for 
some months. 

-Seventeen men, mostly Iranian 
and Iraqi Sbi’ite Muslims, were 
jailed in Kuwait in February 1984 
for the Dec. 12, 1983. car bomb- 


ings that killed five people and. 
wounded 86. 

One of the dead was the driver 
who r amm ed an explosive-laden 
truck into the U.S. embassy com- 
pound. Two were released in 
February 1989 after serving tbeir 
five-year sentences. 

Of the remaining IS, three 
were sentenced to death, but the 
Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, has never rati- 
fied the sentences. 

Seven others are serving life 
term, four are serving lS-year 
terms and one a 10-year sentence. 

The Kuwaitis have repeatedly 
refused to free any of the men 
before their sentences are com- 
pleted. 

Rafcanjani said Iran’s policy 
was “to help secure the release of 
all the hostages, whether they be 
Western, Lebanese or Iranian. 
We continued, as the (spiritual) 
leader (Ayatollah Ali Khamenei) 
stated, to hold on to this policy." 

He said the presence of 
Lebanese Shi'ite leaders in Iran 
in the past few days was con- 
nected with commemoration of 
the first anniversary of Ayatollah 
RnhoDah Khomeini's death and 
stressed it had nothing to do with 
the hostage issue. 

“Iran is like home to HizboDah 
and other forces,” Rafcanjani 
said. “They have no connection 
with hostage taking. 

“We contact those holding the 
hostages through third parties. 
The Lebanese .have proved to be 
responsible towards release of the 
hostage.” 

He did not elaborate or clarify 
this last remark. 

The Iranian president also 
reiterated his country’s recent 
daim that four Iranians who were 
kidnapped by the Christian 
Lebanese Forces militia in 1982 
are still alive. 

“We have learned officially 
from a government, and from 
reliable sources in east Beirut, 
that the Iranian hostages are 
alive,” Rafcanjani said. “The 


special envoy of a certain govern- 
ment has informed us.” 

He did not identify the coun- 
try. 

U.S. President George Bush's 
administration recently provided 
Iran with information, through 
the Swiss government, which it 
said indicated the four men are 
dead. 

They are Ahmad Motevase- 
tian, commander of the contin- 
gent of Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards based in the Bekaa Val- 
ley of east Lebanon; Charge 
d' Affaires Mohsen Musavi; 
Kazan Akhavan Aliaf, a photo- 
grapher for Iran’s official Islamic 
Republic News Agency, and their 
Iranian driver, Mohammad Taghi 
Rastegar Moqadam. 

They were seized at a Lebanese 
forces checkpoint at Badara, the 
northernmost point in the Christ- 
ian enclave 40 kilometres north of 
Beirut. 

Lebanese Forces commander 
Samir Geagea said in August 
1988 that after be took over the 
militia in 1986 be found no trace 
of the missing men and blamed 
his predecessor, Elie Hobeika, 
for their disappearance and appa- 
rent m order. 

Geagea’s disclosure was the 
first formal comment by the mili- 
tia that it had been involved in 
the seizure of the miming Ira- 
nians. 

Sources in the Lebanese Forces 
have said the Iranians were kffled 
soon after they were seized in 
artillery battles betwce en the 
Christians and Marian factions, 
including the Iranian-backed 
Shfite Hizbollah. 

But there have been other un- 
confirmed r ep o rts that three of 
tiie- Iranians are still alive, while 
tiw fourth was shot trying to' 


The 16 Westerners missing in 
Lebanon are six Ame ri c a n s , few 
Britons, two West Ger man s, two 
Swiss, and Italian and an Irish- 
man. Most are believed held by 
pro-Iranian Shfite groups. 

On the Golf war, Rafcanjani 
pointed out that the Iraqi presi- 
dent recently sent two letters to 
die Iranian leadership suggesting 
the two leaders hold a summit 
meeting. 


Israel to stop expulsion of Palestinians 


TjEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s milit- 
ary administration in the occu- 
pied Arab territories will stop 
expelling Palestinians living in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip with- 
out residency permits, the state 
ajlomey’s office says. 

• The announcement came as the 
state attorney's office responded 
Tuesday to a supreme court 
appeal filed by IS Palestinians 
belonging to families separated 
by the army's practice. 

The families said the practice is 
“unreasonable, directed by alien 
demographic and political consid- 
erations and contradicts the prin- 
ciples of internation al law ," the 
Israeli News Agency, H IM, said. 

The state attorney's office re- 
sponded by saying Arabs living in 
the Israeli- occupied territories 
would from now on be allowed to 
ask for a residency status for 
members of their families and 
would be allowed to live in the 
territories unless there is a “speci- 
fic negative security reason” to 
deny the request," UiM said. 

The state attorney's office said 
Palestinians without residency 
permits would have the status of 
“visitors" and would be allowed 
to reside permanently with their 
families. They would also be able 
to reaffirm status without leaving 
for abroad and then returning on 


temporary guest visas, as they had 
to do until now. 

They would be allowed to app- 
ly for permanent residency and, 
even if denied, could still con- 
tinue to live in the territories with 
their families. 

“This provides a realistic solu- 
tion to the humanitarian problem 
of separation between the appel- 
lants a nd t heir wives and chil- 
dren,” H IM quoted the govern- 
ment's representative, attorney 
Meni Mazoz, as saying. 

Palestinian activists have said 
the expulsions were part of long- 
term strategy to force Palestinians 
out of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, which Israel cap- 
tured during the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

Israeli officials deny this. 

According to the army, 2S1 
Palestinians, including 88 women 
and 78 children, were expelled 
from the occupied Arab territor- 
ies in 1989. The army has no 
figures for preceding years. 

Last January, the U.S. State 
Department expressed concern 
over the expulsions. Then- 
defence -Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
immediately ordered a temporary 
halt to the practice and promised 
to review it. 

The expulsions were based on 
strict residency regualtions 


adopted by the army-run govern- 
ment in the occupied Arab lands. 
Under these rales, only Palesti- 
nians who lived in the occupied 
lands during a September 1967 
census were automatically eligi- 
ble for permits, and all others hid 
to apply for permits. 

The group most affected were 
Palestinian women whose fami- 
lies fled to Jordan when Israel 
seized the West Bank and Gaza 
in 1967, and who later married 
men from the occupied areas. 

The new policy provides an 
opening for the thousands of 
Palestinians seeking to join their 
families Jiving in the West Bank 
and Gaza, home to 1.7 million 
Palestinians. 

Wives and children denied re- 
sidency permits used to enter the 
occupied lands on three-month 
guest visas, and then had to aban- 
don their families and return to 
Jordan for several months or stay 
illegally. 

According to Rabin, military 
officials have received 88,249 re-, 
quests for “family reunification” 
since 1967, and 13,509 of those 
were granted. 

Some Palestinians want to in- 
crease their numbers in the terri- 
tories, while Israel wants to limit 
the number of Arabs under its 
control. 


Ethiopia supports reopening port 
of Massawa, reviving peace talks 


ADDIS ABABA (AP) — 
Ethiopia said it had agreed “in 
principle” to the shipment of 
emergency food for millions of 
drought victims through a rebel- 
controlled Red Sea port. 

The Marxist government also 
confirmed it had taken steps to 
revive peace talks with the Erit- 
rean guerrillas who have waged a 
prolonged civil war in Ethiopia’s 
northernmost province and now 
control most of its countryside. 

The statement broadcast Tues- 
day night by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said Ethiopia had 
agreed to allow U.N. representa- 
tives attend the peace talks, a 
move announced in Washington 
Sunday in a joint U.S.-Soviet 
statement. - 

The mxnistiy’s statement also 
welcomed “with great apprecia- 
tion” plans by the United States 
and the Soviet Union to launch 
joint airlifts of emergency food to 
northern Ethiopia. 

The United Nations estimates 
4.5 million people in the parched 
region are threatened with starva- 
tion. The world body had plan- 
ned to ship most of 1 million 
tonnes of emergency food needed 
through tiie Red Sea port of 
Massawa. 

However, the plan was aban- 
doned after the Eritreans cap- 
tured Massawa in an offe nsi ve 
launched in February. As a re- 
sult, all do nat e d food has been 
diverted to Assab, Ethiopia’s 
second port, and tracked north. 

The government Tuesday said 
k had “decided to accept in prin- 
ciple** the reopening of Massawa 


and was ready to discuss bow to 
gp about it. with international 
donors and “other interested par- 
ties” 

The rebels, the Eritrean Peo- 
ple's Liberation Front (EPLF), 
did not immediately comment on 
the announcement but has pre- 
viously urged relief agencies to 
use the port. 

The capture of Massawa cut all 
land and sea rentes from Eritrea 
to Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Aba- 
ba. Another smaller rebel group, 
the Tigre People’s Liberation 
Front, controls Eritrea’s southern 
neighbour, Tigre province. 

Should Massawa reopen, relief 
supplies would be unloaded ar the 
port and trucked through embat- 
tled territory to Eritrea’s capital, 
Asmara, apparently requiring a 
ceasefire agreement. 

The Ethiopian Air Force also 
has regularly bombed rebel posi- 
tions at Massawa since its capture 
on Feb. U, extensively dam a g i ng 
the port's facilities. 

The proposed joint U.S.-Soviet 
a ift also would deliver supplies 
to Asmara with U.S. food being 
carried on Soviet planes. No date 
has been announced for Che be- 
ginning of the airlift. 

On resumption of peace talks 
with tiie Eritreans, a source said 
Ethiopia already h«d informed 
U.N. General Secretary Javier 
Perez de Cuellar and the co- 
chairman of the peace talks, for- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
and Tanzanian President Julius 
Nyerere, that it would welcome 
U.N. participation. 

Eritrea's rebels see U.N. parti- 


cipation as de facto recognition of 
their secessionist movement. 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam’s government has 
opposed it 'for the same reason. 

Two rounds of preliminary 
peace talks between the Eritreans 
and Ethiopia’s government were' 
held late last year, but a third 
round scheduled to begin in May 
foundered over whether the Un- 
ited Nations should send an 
observer. 

In Khartoum, a Sudanese offi- 
cial said Wed ne sday, almost a 
million Ethiopian refugees in 
eastern Sudan are living needless- 
ly under near-famine c on ditions- 
because donor countries aren’t 
helping them. 

Maj.-Gen. Youssef Beshir 
Siraj, governor of the eastern 
region that shares a border with 
Ethiopia, said around 600 addi- 
tional refugees trudge into Sudan 
every day. 

He was quoted by A1 Sudan AI 
Hadith newspaper as saying they 
and more than 900,000 already in 
Sudan “are living under difficult 
conditions of quasi-famine." 

They “have received no relief 
supplies other than sorghum for a 
long time,” he said, and urged 
the international community to 
step in to rescue them. 

Sudan’s military government 
estimates 1.2 milli on Ethiopiaan 
refugees are in Sudan, mostly in 
the eastern region where tiie cur- 
rent group is arriving. The Khar- 
toum office of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees puts 
the number lower, at no more 



Aa Ethiopian father and his two sons, who suffered intfce 1984 
famine, again hn dire food shortages - - - 


than 800,000. 

.Many of the refugees have 
been in Sudan since fleeing a 
1984-85 famine , in Etinofna that 
Irillwi an estimated one mflH nn 
people. Most of the arrivals now 
are seeking shelter in established 
Sudanese refugee camps from in- 
surrcctions in northern and west- . 
era Ethiopia against that coun- 


ty's government - . 

UNHCR offices around the 
world have .been putting their 
budgets this year, and the' share 
allocated to Sudan is little more 
than previous tevefc-Tfesshas 
prompted protests from /Sudan's 
nearly bankrupt government over 
being left to feed the Ethiopians 
from its own meager resold 


Turkish, Greek premiers 
may hold talks in July 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish and Greek Prime Ministers 
may meet next mouth during a 
NATO summit in London, but 
are not likely to discuss the Cyp- 
rus issue, a Turkish Foreign Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

“A preliminary acquaintance 
meting seems posable between 
Prime Minister YBdirim Akbulnt 
and Greek Prime Minister Con- 
stantine Mitsotakis daring tiie 
NATO summit in London on July 
4-5,” Murat Sungar said. 

He said a verbal goodwill mes- 
sage indicating a July meeting 
from Mitsotakis was delivered to 
Akbulut by Greek Justice Minis- 
ter Athanassios Kanellopoulos in 
Istanbul Tuesday during a con- 
vention of European justice 
ministers. 

“Akbulut has replied favour- 
ably. But it is unlikely that major 
issues will be taken up in depth at 
such a first meeting,” Sungar 
said. 

The meeting will be the first 
official talks between Akbulut 
who came to power last Novem- 
ber and Mitsotakis who won 
general elections in April. 

NATO partners Turkey and 
Greece have been at political 
odds since Ankara sent troops 
into Cyprus in 1974 following a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia back- 
ed by Che military junta then 
ruling Greece. 

They also have a long-standing 
dispute over territorial rights in 
the Aegean which is believed to 
be rich in minerals, inducting oil. 

Mitsotakis told Turkish televi- 
sion Monday that he supported a 
revival of political dialogue with 
Ankara which should primarily 
include the Cyprus issue. 

. “We shall be only too glad," 
Turkish Foreign Minister Ali 
Bozer said Tuesday, commenting 
on Mitsotakis' call for talks. But 
he added: “I think the Cyprus 


issue should be dealt with separ- 
ately instead of taking prece- 
dence among other issues (be- 
tween Turkey and Greece).” . 

“We favour the continuation of 
interoommunal talks on Cyprus 
under the auspices' of tiie U.N. 
Secretary General. I can see 
drawbacks in a tendency to inter- 
nationalise the problem,” he 
said. 

The talks between Cypriot 
President George Vassfliou and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
nktash, failed in February, main- 
ly over the issue of setf-deter- 
mination for the 160,000 Turkish 
Cypriots who share the island 
wife 600,000 -Greek Cypriots. 

De nktash. who leads the break- 
away “Turkish Republic” in the 
north, recognised only by Ank- 
ara, wants to put a future agree- 
ment on a bi-zonal, bi-communal 
federal Cypriot state to public 
vote. 

“The right of self-determina- 
tion either exists or does not. The 
Turkish Cypriots have exercised 
this right in the past when they 
declared a federated state (in 
1975) and an independent repub- 
lic in 1983,” Sungar said. 

He said Turkey differed with a 
senior U.S. official who said 
neither community on Cyprus 
had the right of self-determina- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, a U.S. official said 
Tuesday that relations between 
Turkey and the United States 
were likely to suffer unless a 
solution was reached to reunify 
Cyprus. 

‘The Turkish military presence 
on Cyprus is such that we must 
find a constitutional or legal 
framwork for it or the Turkish- 
U.S. relationship is bound to 
suffer,” Nelson Ledsfcy, the spe- 
cial coordinator for Cyprus at the 
U.S. State Department, told a 
news conference. 

Ledsky held two days of talks 
in Ankara after visiting Greece. 


Euphrates water major obstacle 
in ties with Turkey , Iraq says 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A govern- 
ment minis ter condemned Tur- 
key over its failure to reach an 
agreement with Iraq on sharing 
the water of the Euphrates River, 
in an interview published 
Wednesday. 

Oil Minister Issam Al Cbalabi 
told the government-owned 
weekly Alef Baa that the conflict 
over water resources is very se- 
rious and could harm stability in 
the region. — . 

“It is regrettable the Turkish 
ride has not been serious in giving 
due attention to tiie issue ... 
winch we consider very important 
not only becauseSrf lxaq’s in- 
terests Bnt'aiso because oflts- 
importance in the long ran for the 
stability of the region,” he was 
quoted as saying. 

Cbalabi, who headed the Iraqi 


team in negotiations over the 
water sharing, said the problem is 
threatening the development of 
relations and accused Turkey, of 
turning a deaf ear to Iraq’s appeal 
to solve the problem through 
negotiations. ^ ~ 

He also accused the Turkish 
side of ignoring the issue during a 
visit by Turkish Prune Minister 
Yfldirim Akbulut "to. Iraq last 
month. 

“We asked them during prepa- 
ratory talks to give utmost prior- 
tty to the water problem at the 
prime minister’s talks but he .. 
came with 200 delegates without , 
one angle water specialist with . 
-hi m,” Cbal abi said. 

“This fc^reaLpbstade on the ' 
road to developing relations be- 
tween the two countries,” he 
wanted. 


Turkey diverted much of the 
Euphrates water Hist Tamuny for 
a month to start filling the giant 
reservoir: at t be Atapuk Dam, 
centerpiece of a major hydroeleC- 
trie and inignini pnject in tidr' 

impoverished Southeastern pro- 
vinces. . .• _■ . v . ■_ ■ . 

The Turkish action triggered 
protests in Iraq and. Syria, who 
' feared damage to their agricul- 
ture and a wOTtening^ttf interna- 
tional quarrels over scarce water 
resources.'- • - 

Cbalabi expressedTrape 
Turkey wflLshqw more flexibility 
during talks , between irrigation 
officials of Iraq, Syria and Turkey 
.later this, month, which - Iraq 
wants to end with a new accord 
on .water storing that would be in 
the interests of the three coun- 
tries. 


France to reopen embassy in Kabul 


PARIS (R) — France will re- 
open its embassy in Afghanistan 
on June 15, more than a year 
after most foreign missions in 
Kabul closed believing the city 
was about to fall to Mujahideen 
guerrillas and a bloodbath was 
imminent. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
Wednesday a team of technicians 
had arrived in Kabul to prepare 
the building for reopening. 

A ministry spokesman said the 
mission had been closed for 
security reasons and was being 
reopened because the security 
situation had improved. 

He declined to comment on 
French media speculation that 
Paris was changing .its altitude 
through wariness of Islamic fun- 
damentalism and belief that Pres- 
ident Najibullah had good 
chances of staying in power. 

Meanwhile, a radical Afghan 
guerrilla group threatened Tues- 
day to block aid sent into Afgha- 


nistan by the United Nations, 
un-lslamic organisations and re- 
lief goods wife U.S. markings; 

A communique from the Pakis- 
tan-based Hezb-l-Islami party of 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar said such 
aid was meant to weaken the 
Muslim guerrillas’ Jihad (holy 
war) against the Soviet-backed 
government in Kabul. 

“We, therefore, hereby declare 
that the Mujahideen (rebels) will 
foil this conspiracy and prevent 
the entry of such assistance into 
Afghanistan” it said. 

The Hezb, one of the best 
organised of the guerrilla groups 
fighting the Kabul government, 
said relief goods should be sent 
through the guerrilla groups. 

“The consequences of the dis- 
patch of such assistance through 
unprincipled and impermissible 
methods will squarely tie on the 
shoulders of the dispatchers,” the 
communique said. 

The warning follows attacks on 


voluntary groups helping Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan' and inside 
Afghanistan. 

The United Nations has in re- 
cent months sent relief supplies 
into Afghanistan via the Soviet 
Union. 

The United States resumed 
food aid to rebel-controlled areas . 
in Afghanistan last April after; 
suspending it for several months. 

In a separate development, 
guerrillas rained. 25 rockets on. 
the Afghan capital Kabul Tue*- 
day, fcifimg 10 people, official 
Kabul Radio said. . J 

A spokesman for the Soviet- 
backed government bad said ear- 
lier that five people 'were killed' 
and 40 wounded by the rockets, < 
many of which' hit residential; 
districts. 

The Afghan government pro-\ 
tested to Pakistan, accusing it of 
supplying rockets to the rebels,, 
said . Kabul Radio monitored in - 
Islamabad. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church B w cM h J i 

Tel. 810740 

Assemblies af God Church, Tel. 

632785. 

St. Jaaeph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the A u n unctet kn Tel. 
637440. 

De b Safe Church TeL 661757 
Temsanta Church Tet 622366 
Cbarcfa of the Around ad aa Tel. 
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628543. 

Armenian Cathollc Cbarch Tel-. 
771331. 
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775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman In ternati o nal Church Tel. 
827981, 685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel; 
8I129S. 

The Chnrcb of Jons Christ rf Latter- 
Day Srints Tel. 81S817 and 654932. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 30, Aqaba 34. Humidity readings; 
Amman 22 per cent. Aqaba 24 per 


Agent Inc." 


PRAYER TIMES 


Bunctm supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It win be hot and winds wffl be 
northeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds win be dusty with northerly fresh 
wind and calm sea. 
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Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 
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RJ Flight Information 08-53200 
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AJ-Muather Hasprfal 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdafi 666127/37 

AFAhli, AbdaD 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajieen ........ 777101/3 

Al-Bachir, J. Ashrafieh 773111/26 

Army, Mariu .................. 891611/15 
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AQABA: 

Pri n cess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 
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QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)S320fr5. where it 
should always be v erifi ed. 
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Uppex/knreir price in fife per kg. 

Apple 650 / 550 

Banana 500 / 450 

Banana (Mufcammar) .... — 450 / 400 

— 320 / 280 

Broad beans 350 / 300 

CaW»»e 100/ 60 

Cams 180/140 

Cauliflower - 160/120 

Cucum be r s (huge) 120/80 

Cncumbera (small) 220/180 

On 1 ®* 400/300 

EggplMt 220 1 180 

<5“!** .... 750 / 600 

Lemon 480 / 350 

MaHow--. 200/150 

Marrow (large) 150/100 

Marrow (small) 280 / 220 

Ctaionfdty) 220/180 

Omou (green) . — 200/uo 

Oragje ....... 380 / 320 

- ....-620 / 550 

ftWWflW) 228/180 

Pepper (tweet) 240/200 

320/280 

5*“*- - 150/100 

Sue 500 / 400 

Watermelon — 240/200 
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AI Al Baft Fomdatiea V mUh at NanermfeBa A1 
Assad (right) present* the farirtart shield to 




AI A1 Bait Foundation makes a 
gift of books to Alexandria library 


'^ By Ciroftjt Fej^ 

Spodaf to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN- — The- .Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civilisation 
Research (Al Ai-Bait Founda- 
tion) has presented to the library 
of Alexandria 97 reference books 
about Islamic culture and civilisa- 
tion. 

The gift was presented by Ai 
A1 Bait Foundatioa President Dr. 
Nasseruckfih Al Assad to Egyp- 
tian. Minister -of Higher Educa- 
tion Dr . Ahmad Fathi Srour in 
Amman Wednesday. 

Assad said that the books will 
be a contribution from Ai Al Bait 
Foundation to the rebuilding of 
die library which is expected to 
house at least 200,000 volumes 
when it opens in 1995. 


Egypt, along with a group of 
Arab and Islamic countries, is 
currently exerting efforts to re- 
vive the 3rd century B.C. library 
of Alexandria. 

The library’s books will focus 
. cm history, geography and culture 
of the Mediterranean basin and 
the Near East, and its compute- 
rised data base and catalogue will 
be accessible internationally 
through computer and telecom- 
munications links, according to 
an earlier statement issued at the 
start of a meeting by an interna- 
tional commi s sion for the revival 
erf die ancient library of Alexan- 
dria held in Aswan, Egypt, last 
February. 

Dr. Srour expressed his coun- 
try^ appreciation of the Al Al 
Bait’s gift which,' Be said, is 


125,000 people visit 


ft Hi Ml 


' . By AK D*jani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN -r-' A 15-day industrial 
exhibition held at .Yannook Uni- 
veraty in libid^ wffl come to a 
cto$e qn Friday . By then at least 
tyr onn people yriffteve Tested 
the : obpiffll arid' examined 
iter n^d ispla y ed by 150 Jordanian 
businesses aid factories; die ex-, 
hibitxnr had: leather and plastic 
products, pharmaceuticals, 
cosmetics, theraical pro ducts, ea- 
gmeering equipment, furniture, 
wooden, doors, , kitchens, paper 
and tardboard, equipment used 


in printing, chemicals, processed 
food, textiles and handicrafts. 

The exhibition, which was 
organised by the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry in cooperation 
with the bind Chamber of Com- 
merce, was held under Royal 
patronage ' as 'part ofthe King- 
dom's celebrations, of Independ- 
ence Day winch fell on May 25. 

- Originally the exhibition was 
scheduled to be held between 
May 23 and 31, but in view of die 
increasing number of visitors die 
organisers decided to extend die 
period until Friday, Jane 8, to 
give the chance to more people to 


Private college to open 
its doors in September 



By Hanfl Darwazah 

Special, to the Ionian -Times 

AMMAN — Amidst all the 
talk pT new universities, the 
Amman University College 
was .quietly established. The 
cunpte_will be finished by the 
end of -Jime and the' four-year 
.cdlkge.wBl be officially inan- 
gorated and open its doors to 
prospective students at the end 
ofthisconring September. . 

, According -to Dr. Ahmad 
Hooram, general ^nanager of 
the" United Jordan Investment 
■ Company, die parent company 
of me college, the Amman 
Umvefsity College, wluch is a 
private college, will open its 
doorato a capacity of 2,000 
^students, at .-the; end of 
September! 

. . Tte roHege.wh^ 

8 kilometres away from the 
.main gate of the Jordan Uni- 
versity on the Salt highway, 
has already completed most of 
die construction of its facilities, 
includin g -a girls’ dormitory. 
Construction work win termin- 
ate By the. end erf tins month 


' ’■ “We are hoping to establish 
a college with a high standard.. 
Consequently, we “ have em- 
ployed approximately 60 fun- 
time members of faculty, 18 of 
whom- are fall professors, in 
ad&tion to 20 part-time profes- 
sors. The percentage of docto- 
rates .of philosophy in the 
faculty wiH be 95% ,” accord- 
ing to Dr.' Homani. 

Sources from the Mmistiy of 
Higher Education confirmed 
that .the' -Amman • Univ er si ty - 
College is -a four-year private 
college ; that is .accredited and 
l i c e nced, to grant bachelor de- 
grees from the 'Council of 
Higher Education erf Jordan.' . 

.The college wfll begin with; 
three , faculties; although its 
five-year, plas will eventually 
encompass six .fa c ulties- The 
majors' being offered this com- 
ing scholastic year vriH.be: 


administration, accounting, 
economics, statistics, computer 
science, law, Arabic and En- 
glish literature, history, 
psychology and sociology. Dr. 
Hoorani told the Jordan Times 
in an interview. 

“The college {Hans to focus 
on tile applied method of 
education phis an intensive En- 
glish programme, especially in 
tile areas of business, finance 
and law. Approximately one 
fourth of the syllabus will be 
covered in the English lan- 
guage.” Dr. Hourani said, 
“plans for the next academic 
year include a school erf science 
and a school of medicine and 
technology.” 

According to' Dr. Hourani, 
the college will accept students 
from Jordan and from other 
countries as long as they hold 
the equivalent of the Jordanian * 
tawjihi. The yearly tuition will 
be JD 2,000. for students from 
Jordan and $4,000 for students 
from abroad! This fee covers 
the tuition, various services 
such as the library, health in- 
surance and the standard re- 
quired. 36 credit hours to be 
distributed over two semesters 
or two semesters and a summer 
session. 

The United Jordan Invest- 
ment Company, the parent 
company erf the college, is a 
priva t e shareholding company ' 
which has already established 
three schools, “the university 
schools” which are located in 
.Jbeiha, Ha" Al AH and Tarek. 

The university has a board of 
t r ustee s which includes prom- 
inent members of the .commun- 
ity. Its president is Dr. 
Mohammad Said Naboulsi, the 
vice president Dr. Ahmad 
Hourani. The dean of the uni- 
versity will be Dr. Eid Dhayyat 
who is currently the acting 
vice-president of the Umvmri- 

ty of Jordan. Otter members 
ofthe board indude Dr. Abdul 
Aaz Khayyat, Dr. Bassam Eh 
Sake!, Salem EJ Lawzi and 
Abdubahman Bushsaq. 


inspect national industrial pro- 
ducts. 

The exhibition, which was held 
within the Yannook Univ e r s ity 
campus, was visited by university 
students, citizens from Irbid and 
other cities, , businessmen and 
industrialists. 

Last Monday, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan visited 
die exhibition and incpgrteH ram -' 
pies of industrial products which 
also induded items produced by 
vocational training schools, and 
charitable organisations in the 
Irbid governorate. 

The exhibition displayed pro-' 
ducts of the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company and the Arab 
Potash Company; they included 
minerals extracted from the Dead 
Sea which are exported to various 
parts of the world. 

Compared to the firsi industrial 
exhibition held in Irbid in 1981, 
the contrast was significant since 
the 1990 exhibition displayed a 
greater number of industrial pro- 
ducts. 

A survey conducted by the 
organisers showed ‘that 73 viators 
considered the tune was oppor- 
tune for the fair while the rest 
said that it was not convenient 
because, they said, most students 
were busy with their examina- 
tions. 

A total of 96 per cent of the 
visitors considered the exhibition 
a total success against four per 
cent who thought otherwise, and 
92 per cent of the visitors called 
for a repeat. 

Yannook University students 
suggested that prizes be given to 
tiie articles that best features the 
exhibition. 


WHAT’S 


kTTTTl 


The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 


; u.: J f | Mi L- 


■fr IfaliiMtiim of printings nH 
sculptures by five Jordanian 
artists at- Abdul Hameed 
Shoraan Fo undati on (lfcOO 
sum. - 5HH> pwm.) 

Art exhibttion by Dana 
Efards and Lama Kbrdsat 
the Royal CoKaral Centre. 

* Exhibition of products of the 
Jordan IMvenHy of Science 

. and Tec hn ology engtacerfeg 
- work s hops dfaphyfageqrip- 
awt naed to scientific labs. 

CONCERT 

* Concert fey the Soviet Geor- 
gia Ikope at the Royal 
Cultural Centre ; — 7.*tt 

p.m. 


ACC ministers of education 
sign cooperation agreement 


sthf Srour, the Egyptian of 

(Petra photo) 


bound to enrich tire projected 
library. 

The total construction and 
equipping of the library complex 
will reach an estimated $160 mil- 
lion of which more than $40 
million will be provided by Iraq 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

The international commission, 
which is cooperating with the 
United Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), has appealed for 
further contributions to carry out 
the project 

Her Majesty Queen Noor, who 
is a commission member, took 
part in the Aswan meeting and 
delivered a major address outlin- 
ing the. project’s importance for 
the region's culture. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministers of 
Higher Education in the four- 
member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries ended a 
two-day meeting here Wednes- 
day by signing a final report that 
summed up their deliberations 
which focused on the imple- 
mentation of an ACC agreement 
mi cooperation in higher educa- 
tion signed by the four countries 
I in September of last year, 
i The final report calls for an 
i exchange of information and link- 
ing information networks in the 
four countries: Egypt, Jordan 
Iraq and Yemen and for the 
unification of systems in matters 
related to secondment of uni- 
versity teachers. 

The agreement also calls for 
granting scholarships and coop- 
eration in matters related to era- 
dication of illiteracy, exchanges - 
of educational publications and 
materials and holding confer- 
ences to tackle higher education 
issues. 

The ministers agreed to set up 
a technical committee grouping 


ACD1MA 
holds annual 
meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The General 
Assembly of the Amman-based 
Arab Company for Drug Indus- 
tries and Medical Appliances 
(ACDIMA) will hold its annual 
meeting in Amman Thursday to 
review projects in Arab states 
and decide on the distribution of 
dividends on profits earned last 
year. I 

A total of JD 3.5 million 1 
earned from operations in 1989 
.wiQ be distributed to ACDIMA’s 
16 shareholders. 

ACDIMAV board members in- 
dude Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab 
Emirates and Libya, the com- 
pany’s major shareholders. 

ACDIMA spokesman said 
Wednesday that the General 
Assembly will review projects 
which are operating in Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates and projects 
under construction in Syria and 
Tunisia as well as plans for 
schemes m Yemen and Algeria. 

Working with a total capitaT of 
$198 million, ACDIMA, which 
was established in 1976, tries' to* 
set realistic priorities for the 
aDocation of its resources in an 
I industry with fairly high start-up 
costs, according to officials. “Its 
aim is to locate ACDIMA pro- 
jects equitably among member 
states and achieve an overall 
i mplementary of production 
w. bin the region,” they said. 

V iier ACDIMA objectives are 
to p imote the development of 
raw n \te rials required for phar- 
maceutical science and encourage 
cooperation among various pri- 
vate, government and ACDIMA 
sponsored industrial establish- 
ments in Arab countries. 

ACDIMA, established by the 
Council of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU), currently identifies 
projects, prepares studies and 
organises investments in the 
establishment of pharmaceutical 
and medical appliances produc- 
tion plants all over the Arab 
World. 


representatives from the four 
countries to coordinate matters 
Telated to strategies in higher 
education including legislations, 
unifying terms used id science 
and computers as well as the 
production of aids. 

The ministers set up another 
committee to follow up the imple- 
mentation of the agreement and 
to coordinate matters. related to it 
with the Ammansbased ACC sec- 
retariat. 

The two committees will con- 
vene here before the end of 
September to report on the prog- 
ress of their work. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
received the four min i s te r * at the 
conclusion of their meeting; be 
was briefed on the agreement and 
on issues related to coordination 
of the four countries' drive to 
achieve integration in educational 
fields. 

Badran expressed Jordan’s tot- 
al support for and satisfaction 
with the agreement which, he 
said, was expected to promote 
wider-cooperation . 


Italian group ends 
5-day touristic visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
300 Italian tourists including 
businessmen, media people and 
journalists wind up a five-day stay 
in Jordan Thursday. 

Their tour took them to the 
ancient Nabatean city of Petra, 
the Greco-Roman city of Jerash, 
the Dead Sea, Khrak and Madaba 
in -the company .of officials and. 
guides from the Ministry of Tour- 
ism which provided transport 
facilities for the visitors. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Tuesday evening had a meeting 
with the group led by famous 
Italian television producer and 
announcer Mino Damato whom 
the Queen described as in- 
strumental in promoting the 
marketing of Jordan’s tourist sites 
in Italy through his weekly televi- 
sion programmes which feature 
Petra among other touristic 
attractions in the Kingdom. 

ha a statement to die Al Ra’i 
and die Jordan Times, the Queen 


underlined the importance of bol- 
stering ties ' between die Jorda- 
nian people and other natrons so 
as to promote understanding with 
a view to helping present the 
Kingdom's views to the world. 

“Tourism in Jordan can be 
boosted through die efforts of 
Jordanian - citizens themselves - 
who should better understand 
their nation’s heritage and the 
Kingdom’s issues and convey the 
image to the outside world,” the 
Queen said. 

Tourism, die said, is bound not 
only to bring foreign currency to 
the country by hosting foreign 

a visitors, it also means 
focus attention on the 
political sectors of 
■ it to become success- 

luwt^aeeD commended 
Damato and Italian Television 
for helping market Jordan’s 
touristic and archaeological 
attractions in Italy. 


The Queen was guest of bon-. : ; 
our at one of Damato’s program- ^ 
mes; the Italian group bad taken' 
part in a competition in Damalo’g... 
programme and won as a prize ’ 
their visit to Jordan. 

Commenting ou the Italian. ■ 
group’s visit. Minister of Tourism 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti saicT ■■ 
.that Damato’s television prog- 
ramme contributed to increasing- 
by 72 per cent the total number erf , 
Italian tourists who came to JojE~..- 
dan in 1989 over those arriving in. : 
1988. 

He expressed belief that the. : 
number of Italians coming to! 
Jordan will increase thk summejr. - * 

At the end of the trip to Petra r; 
the group members met with the- . 
Queen and Damato presented. . 
Her Majesty with a token gift,..-: 
The mayor of Wadi Mousa town •" 
nea r Petra presented Damato 
with a gift in recognition of his 
efforts to promote tourism to . 
Jordan. 


Peace delegation urges 
talks before ‘it’s too late* 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 44-member 
American-Canadian peace 
mission headed by former U.S. 
Senator Chalres Percy urged 
that U.S. President George 
Bush should tale “reasonable 
risks for peace” in the Middle 
East before “it’s too late,” 
during a press conference 
Wednesday. 

“The Bush administration 
should take reasonable risks for’ 
peace right now, before it is 
too late,” Percy told the press. 

After a three-week tour of 
the region, which induded Jor- 
dan, West Bank, Gaza, Jeru- 
salem and Israel, the group’s 
spokesman, Percy said the 
group was extremely con- 
cerned about the increased vio- 
lence in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“The evidence of the exces- 
sive use of force and collective 
punishment by the IDF (Israeli 
Defence Force) towards the 
Palestinians is staggering,”- 
Percy said speaking on behalf 
of a group which represented 
clergymen, political figures, 
public officials, awwlan i rianf 
civil leaders, physicians, attor- 
neys, scientists, writers and 
journalists. 

In a press statement the 
group lambasted Israeli poli- 
cies of dosing schools and uni- 
versities in t be occupied terri- 


Hollday declared 

AMMAN (Petra) — AD govern- 
ments departments and pnbBc 
institutions will be dosed Sunday 
June 10 in observance of the 
Great Arab Revolt and tbe Anny 
Day, according to a communique 
issued by the Prime Minister’s 
office. On the occasion, the admi- 
nistrative committee for the Pnb- 
lic Security Department Mar- 
tyr's Fond decided to distribute 
JD 50 for each martyr’s family. 



TENDER INVITATION FOR PREQUALIFICATION 
ANDBIDDING 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd., announces tender invitation 
No. 4/90 for the supply, erection and comnrisskxiing of a skid 
mounted sulphur recovery unit to recover sulphur from unibon 
acid gas and waste water stripper unit off gas streams. 

The capacity of the proposed sulphur recovery unit is about 18 
tonnes of liquid sulphur per day and the project includes the 
accompanying facilities as well as all civil, mechanical and 
electrical works related to the new' installation. 

Contractors who possess experience in foe same field and are 
qualified financially and technically an d who wish to participate 
m foe above tender are invited to submit their prequalification 
documents not later than 12.00 p.m. Saturday 14/7/1990. 

Prequalification documents should include the following:- 

1. Financial capability of the contractor, financial re- 
ferences are to be provided. 

2. Technical capability of the con tr ac tor Including 
details of experience and background of personnel, 
specifications of available equipment, etc. ^ 

3. Detailed documents showing similar projects ex- 
ecuted by the contractor, fu II names and ad dresses 
of firms and details of protects Including c ontra ct 
cost, and completion periods. 

Results of prequalification shall be announced and advised to 
participants as soon as they become available. 

Tenderers are requested to sign a non-disclosure agreement 
before receiving the tender documents. 

Eligible contractors may obtain tender documents from foe 
company's head office at First Gircle. Jabal Amman .against 
non-refundabie JD (300) per set not later than 24/7/1990. 

Offers should bo submitted by qua! Mod contractors to 
the company's head office not later than 12A0 pjn. 
Wednesday 17/10/1998. Chairman 


tones, tbe killing of women 
and children and taxation with- 
out representation of the 
Palestinians it is attempting to 
rule. 

“One Palestinian put it to us 
in this way: ‘What they (the 
Israelis) are really trying to do 
is raise a generation of illiter- 
ate Palestinians.”’ Percy said. 

Tbe former senator pointed 
out that taxation without rep- 
resentation was the action 
which precipitated the Amer- 
ican revolution. 

The treatment erf Palesti- 
nians under occupation, Percy 
said, is more than just a politic- 
al situation bnt a moral and 
spiritual issue. 

He said that the world will 
not and cannot stay silent on 
human rights abuses on the 
scale, and “the sooner Israel 
faces this reality the quicker it 
can return to honouring it’s 
democratic values and tradi- 
tions.” 

He said that Israel and its 
relationship with the intifada 
was of primary importance. He 
said that the group met with 
many Israelis who felt Israel 
could not only continue to live 
with the intifada but could also 
contain it. He said that several 
Israeli officials, with whom tbe 
group had met, attempted to 
trivialise the human rights 
violations in the occupied terri- 
tories. 


While sharply criticising 
Israeli human rights violations 
in tbe occupied territories Per- 
cy also criticised recent 
attempted attack on Israeli 
beaches by members of the 
Palestine Liberation Front. 

“We cannot emphasise 
strongly enough what a setback 
tins aborted assault was to a 
movement supporting the 
Israeli-Palestinian dialogue,” 
Percy said. 

He said that not rally did the 
U.S. government have a uni- 
que relationship with the Mid- 
dle East, it” is the only party 
that can bridge the enormous 
gap between the political right 
in Israel, which it seems will 
soon hold power, and the 
Palestinians. 

. Percy would not comment 
-on specific action tint he felt 
tbe U.S. government should 
take, but said the tense situa- 
tion in tiie region, which has 
been inflamed by the massive 
emigration of Soviet Jews to 
the occupied territories, 
needed attention now. 

Not only was Israel’s “skid 
to the right... embodied by 
extremist policies” an immedi- 
ate impediment to peace, but 
“tbe temptation on the part of 
Palestinians to settle their 
legitimate right to self- 
determination through illegiti- 
mate violence” was increasing. 

“The trends are unmistak- 


able and must be reversed 
without delay,” Percy said. ^ 

Ian Waddell, a Canadian.- 
member of parliament, wbra 
was on his first trip to the: 
Middle East said that he was 
deeply moved by what he had 
seen in the occupied territory 
ies. 

He said that tbe FLO bad. 
achieved a change in North-: 
American public opinion- 
through it's adoption of a ‘non- 
violence’ stand in 1988 and* 
should not be detracted from - 
continuing to take such aj : 
stand. 

Asked about tbe role of tbe: 
U.S. arms industries in a possT;. 
ble future Middle East conflicts 
former senator Percy said that 
the United States arms indus- 
tries were in the process of ap 
major industrial transition, 
whidi would ultimately reduce- 
arms production. 

However, another member 
of tiie delegation, actor Mike: 
Farrel, said that tiie Middle- 
East was a very likely target for 
arms sales. 

“That's one more reason- 
why we, as concerned peoples’ 
and nations, must come, 
together” to solve together the" 
conflicts in the region. 

In a tone of urgency Percy 
told reporters that “it has been: 
said erf tbe Middle East that 
when events are not moving 
towards peace, they are mov^' 
ing towards war,” Percy said: 
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Look at the 
ICRC first 


EVEN MORE relevant than increasing U.N. presence in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip is enhancing the presence at the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). As the 
Fourth Geneva Convention is the most pert in ent interna- 
tional instrument relevant to occupied ter ri tor ies and is 
recognised internationally as applicable to these territories, 
the international community shook! think in terms of having 
the ICRC measure its observance by Israel. The ICRC is the 
one special international body which is most concerned 
about the implementation of the Geneva conventions and 
has been the driving force behind the adoption of die two 
additional protocols to the conventions. It is only fitting 
therefore that it be given the mandat* to oversee the 
application of the Fourth Geneva Convention in the 
occupied territories. In tins vein, aO the parties to the 
Arab-Isradi conflicts, including Israel and the FLO, are 
also parties to the Geneva conventions and their two 
additional protocols. Paradoxically, Israel has edged closer 
to accepting the applicability of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion in the West Bank and Gaza Strip when its dep u ty 
foreign minister invoked it last week as the basis for 
rejecting the idea of sending a U.N. monitoring toun to 
these territories by the U.N. Security CoundL Hitherto 
Israel had maintained that the convention does not apply to 
the territories occupied by it. At least now Israel is stopped 
from rejecting the applicability of this convention in the 
occupied Arab territories. Besides, all the in terna ti onal 
community without one exception recognises the applicabil- 
ity of the Fourth Geneva Convention in the West B ank and 
Gaza Strip not withstanding Israel’s early protest ati ons. 
Against this legal backdrop, the sensible thing to do now in 
the wake of the U.S. veto of the U.N. Security Council’s 
resolution to send a tripartite team to monitor the situation 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is to rely on the ICRC to 
perform this mission. 

Needless to say, the ICRC is better equipped to do such a 
job and its team of experts are, more experienced in' 
conducting such missions than any other international body. 


JORDANIAN DAILIES on Wednesday dwelt on statements by 
His Majesty King Hussein at a meeting with an American 
delegation led by former Senator Charles Percy, in which he 
called for the positive developments between East and West to 
benefit the Middle East conflict. AJ Ral daily said that the 
superpowers have a duty to protect stability and peace in all parts 
of the globe so that world justice and universal peace can have a 
real meaning. The Arab Nation, the King pointed out, is keen on 
pursuing all efforts to arrive at a just peace and stability and so it 
is continuing its endeavours in response to all peace bids because 
the Arabs are convinced that peace in die Middle East is part of 
the global peace sought by various nations. The King was keen on 
stressing that the Middle East will remain a dangerous spot unless 
serious efforts are made to resolve the Arab-Isradi conflict, and 
■ that it can never enjoy stability unless Moscow and Washington 
work together to bring about the aspired peace to die region, the 
paper pointed out. The will of the international power, backed 
strongly by the superpowers should be respected by the Israelis, 
who are seeking to impose their hegemony on die Arab region, 
the King said. He warned that unless serious action to end die 
problem are taken soon, no one can predict the immensity of the 
great explosion in this area of the world. 

.A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily criticised isolated and fruitless efforts 
on the part of splinter groups of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), like toe abortive attack on the Palestinian 
coast. He says that since the PLO is taking charge of all the moves 
on the diplomatic and military levels to deal with the situation, 
and since the uprising in Palestine is charging forth in confronta- 
tion with the Israeli occupation, there can be no point of 
overstepping the PLO’s overall command. The latest operation at 
the Palestinian coast, which cost $3 million and took two years to 
prepare for, according to Aba Abbas, has achieved nothing tor 
toe Palestinian people, said Tareq Masarweh in his column 
Wednesday. The writer also strongly and bitterly criticised the 
attack on the French tourists m Amman last month which, be 
said, triggered aimless sabotage by elements hostile to die Arab 
World in general and Jordan in particular. The attack on the 
French tourists indeed overshadowed the atrocities of the Israeli 
authorities in the occupied territories as well as it dealt a 
damaging Mow to Jordan, the writer noted. He also criticised die 
local media also for calling for national unity in the wake of the 
disturbances because the media it look as though toe Palestinians 
were pitted against the Jordanians and the Israelis by their 
outbursts over toe killing of the eight Arab workers near Tel 
Aviv. “We must stop outbitting the PLO and refrain from any 
irrational and irresponsible actions that defeat their own pur- 
pose," he said. . 

A1 D u s tour referred to the King's talk unto Charles Percy and said 
that extremes -stands on toe Israeli side were bound to beget 
extremism on toe Arab side; and die situation could lead to a 
point where all toe hopes and aspirations for a durable peace 
would be blown into thin air. The paper recalled toe King’swords 
that the PLO and the Arab Nation at large have done all they 
could to open the door for just peace in toe Middle East region 
bat have been rebuffed by toe Israelis who rejected also all 
international bids for restoring stability in the area. The paper 
also echoed toe King's views about the Soviet Jewish i mmig ration 
into Palestine backed by the United States, and said that the 
absorption of more Jews to be settled in Arab lands can only lead 
to further deterioration of the situation and to creating new 
tensions in the area. 


Euphoria fades, 
analysts say 
summit produced 

little results 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — As the 
Euphoria of the Washington sum- 
mit dissolves, some analysts arc 
saying toe meetings between 
President Mikhail Gorbachev and 
President George Bush produced 
little beyond a media jamboree 
and a lot erf hyperbole. 

"Never have so many said so 
modi about so little. The fact is 
there really was nothing that 
wasn't prepared and agreed be- 
forehand," said Uri Ra’anan, a 
professor erf Soviet studies at Bos- 
ton University. 

“They have triviaHsed summits 
into how much the leaders and 
their wives like each other. This 
was from beginning to end a 
non-event,” he said. . 

At their final news conference 
Sunday, Bush and Gorbachev 
acknowledged that they were still 
divided on two central points — 
whether a unified Germany 
should be a foil member of 
NATO and how to handle 
nationalist aspirations of the Bal- 
tic republics. 

There was fittfe viable sign of 
movement on regional conflicts 
tike Afghanistan and the Middle 
East or on crucial conventional 
arms reduction talks for Europe. 


Enmeshed in 
a tangled web 


By David McDowaD 


Ibe International R elati ons of the toe Palestinian people palpably 
Palestine liberation ' Organisation, demonstrated through the in- 
Edited by Augustus Richard Nor- tifada. 

ton and Martin H Greenberg Could toe PLO have made 
Southern Warns University Press more use of Muslim, non-Arab 
1989, $34.95. states — ideologically supportive 

but less enmeshed in the Arab 
THE ESSAYS in this book set region's tangled web? Such mis- 
out to give a taste of toe cross- judgements as the support of 
currents with which the PLO has liberation groups(e.g. Turkish 
learnt to deal, in the Palestinian, Kurds and the Iranian Mujahe- 
Arab and Islamic (Iran) arenas, deen-Khalq) may have cost it 
and beyond these in the Com- important opportunities with 
munist world (USSR and China) Muslim countries which had no 
and in the Third World (Latin interest in subordinating the PLO 
America). (unlike front-line Arab states). 

Rashid Khahdi lucidly explains But it is questionable what sub- 
how the PLO has emerged as toe stantial use it could have made of 
only credible representative of its relations with Iran (which be- 
the Palestinian people, bow as an came complicated not only by the 
organisation it has largely over- tension between nationalist and 
come or contained the very se- Islamic revolution but also on 
rious ideological disagreements account of the war with Iraq — 
between constituent members, not to mention the tricky matter 
and how, despite the fact that its of Lebanon's Shi'ites); or with 
leaders are all in exile, the PLO Turkey for which the NATO (and 
successfully welded those under particularly U.S.) relationship 
occupation and those in the di- has taken firm priority. 

aspora into one national move- 

meat- No mean feat, as PLO 

leaders know better than any, BOOK REVIEW 

and one which can only be safe- 

guarded by constant maintenance 

and repair. Beyond the Muslim East, the 


and repair. Beyond the Muslim East, the 

It is remarkable bow easily the rules of the game were quickly 
popular image of the PLO as a established with both China and 
revolutionary leftist organisation the USSR. Only a fool would 
took root in the West, despite the have believed that either would 
fact toar its dominant faction, bare pursued “revolutionary 
Fateh, is politically quite con- ideology” to the manifest detri- 
servative. Western governments, ment of its own political and 
of course, have known this for military interests. The PLO has 
the last twenty years but because always known that its relations 
they did not want to see a Palesti- with Moscow are directly affected 
nian state materialise on the West by the relative importance not 
Bank, they often did little to only of Syria, but also of the 
dissociate themselves from the current state of Superpower rival- 
propaganda of Israel of the crude ry. It could have come as no 
reasoning of the tabloid press, surprise that China was secretly 
With such difficulties with its purchasing equipment from 
adversaries, it could have done Israel. The greatest difficulty for 
with more reliable friends, the PLO, perhaps, was to main- 
However, since its earliest days, tain the optimum balance in its 
toe PLO has been painfully aware relations between the USSR. and 
that it plays poker with its allies China when relations between 
as well as its foes. Its in depend- these two states were so soar, 
ence from various Arab states One of the more revealing arti- 
that would subordinate it to their cles, by Adam Zagorin. discusses 
will has been achieved by dint of PLO finance. The Palestine 
finely judged skill and timing, or National Fund, the central fund- 
when these went wrong, by sheer mg source of tbe PLO, divides its 
good fortune. At times the game resouces fairly equally between 
seemed to be up, most draraati-' guns and butter, an indication 
cally under Syrian siege in Tripoli that the PLO is well aware that in 
in 1983. _ the long run all armies, however 

The PLO’s struggle to pursue inspired, must march on their 
its objectives and thwart those stomachs — in this case of a 
who wished to undermine these whole people. But the enormous 
are outlined in an article by R.D. financial structure is also a wide- 
McLaurm. But one must be un- spread, entrenched, network of 
easy at some of his judgements. It patronage — with obviously cor- 
is surely naive to suppose Israel rupting influence, particularly 
wished to support Lebanon when it is set alongside the sacrifi- 
against the PLO. Its violent acts rial process necessary in the in- 
(blowing up civil aircraft at Beirut tifada. Some, as Zagorin shows, 
airport and blitzing Shi’ite vil- would like to revolutionise PLO 
jages) were strange ways indeed financing, to tighten bureaucratic 
to'~apfaold--fl ie cred ibility of the belts and to provide more sharply 
Lebanese government. Le ts also honed and effective support in 
his view that the PLO "has al- the front line of the struggle, the 
ways been most powerful whefTir' lei i ilu i ies. I ris~ opcn tu ques tion 
was an instrument of state policy, whether this will happen. Yet it is 
and weakest ' when it acted here, in i&tofe within the intifa- 
alone." 1 could hardly disagree da, that the real test for the PLO 
more. It ignores the centrality of lies. 






But the leaders said tbey.had at 
feast gained a better understand- 
ing of each other's position and 
developed a warm personal rap- 
port. 

For some commentators, toe 
idea that personal friendship be- 
tween leaders should influence 
the course of s uper po we r rela- 
tions is worrying in itself. 

“We got nothing except toe 
so-called personal relationship. 
Just when Gorbachev is sinking 
farther and further, toss is no 
time for Bosh to be bragging 
about his personal relationship 
with this particular pobtkian,” 
said Kim Holmes, director of 
political and defence studies at 
toe conservative Heritage Found- 
ation. 

He and other right-wing 
analysts criticised Bush for mak- 
ing what they described as toe 
only concession at the summit — 
si gning a trade agreement with 
Gorbachev that did not link toe 
granting of most-fa voured-natkm 
(MFN) status to a resolution of 
the Baltic crisis. 

Bush made It dear that for him 
at least, MFN was conditional 
only on passage of Soviet emigra- 
tion legislation and not on inde- 
pendence for Lithuania. 

Others saw tbe summit in a 
more positive light 
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West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl said it has improved 
cond i tions for German unifica- 
tion and encouraged confidence 
that toe question of German 
membership of NATO would be 
sorted out in time. 

Richard Fieldbonse, a military 
analyst with the Natural Re- 
sources Defence Conncil, 
approaching toe summit with a 


more left-wing view, said it was 
disingenuous to analyse it merely 
in terms of tbe four days of 
discussions in Washington. 

"Part of the reason for schedul- 
ing the summit was to give the 
arms control negotiators a dead- 
line to complete START 
(strategic arms redaction trea- 
ty),” he said. 


Fieldhoose argoed that without 
toe deadline, the eight years of 
negotiations may have dragged 
on for even longer. Setting a 
public target date meant that 
anything less than agreement 
would have been viewed by toe 
world as failure. 

Da fact, not all the problems in 
START were ironed out in time. 


But enough were' for toe' pf«*- 


Killings stop, but fe 
still grips Sri Lanka 


By Andrew Browne 

Reuter 

COLOMBO — Sri Lankans cal- 
led them "chicken farms” be- 
cause they produced a regular 
supply of “broilers.” 

Tbe “farms” were detention 
camps run by the military where 
suspected rebels were held during 
a left-wing insurgency that almost 
toppled the government. 

At night, unmarked jeeps 
would drive through the gales, 
armed men would jump out, bun- 
dle a group of detainees into the 
vehicle and drive off into the 
darkness. 

The next morning, a pfle of 
corpses smouldering on car tyres 
would be found by the side of a 
road. These were the “broilers.” 
Walking through Colombo 
now it is hard to imagine that just 
a few months ago Sri Lanka was a 
killing ground where death 
squads were fighting a rebellion 
with cold terror. 

A curfew has been lifted in the 
capital and troops are off the 
streets. With tbe Sinhalese guer- 
rilla movement, the People's Li- 
beration Front (JVP), apparently 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


crushed, tbe island celebrated 
May Day and its most holy 
Buddhist festival In high style last 
month. 

On Colombo's Galle Face 
Green, a popular seaside prom- 
enade, a Soviet cultural troupe at 
a state-funded party entertained 
the crowds with juggling and 
acrobatics. 

“It’s as though nothing ever 
happened,” said a leading human 
rights campaigner. 

“This should be a time for 
prayer and remembrance. But 
no, tbe government organises 
musical evenings in tbe villages, 
and competitions, and marathon 
runs,” she said. 

Colombo residents say toe par- 
ty atmosphere masks an all- 
pervasive fear. 

Mass killings have stopped, but 
the threat of violence hangs over 
the island, muzzling die voices of 
dissent, silencing journalists and 
artists and preventing Sri Lank- 
ans from confronting the horrors 
of their recent past. 

"There is a tremendous fear of 
speaking out,” said a Colombo 
academic 

At the height of the violence 


late last year, an average of 50 
bodies was found each day. 

Diplomats say 8^00 people are 
known to have died in toe car- 
nage, but toe- real figure could be 
double that . 

■ “Everybody who was -going to 
be killed has been Jrined,” said 
one Western envoy. 

Colombo's middle-classes 
watched while left-wing rebels 
terrorised villages and anony- 
mous “broilers" burned on cotm- 
. try roads in retaliation. But they 
were toaken by the murder in 
February of Richard de Zoysa, an 
outspoken journalist and' cele- 
brated actor and poet; - 

One night an unmarked jeep 
drew up to de Zpysa’s house in a 
plush suburb of Colombo and 
armed men dragged him away. 
His mother, a doctor, watched 
her son disappear and two days, 
later was called to identify Ids . 
body, which was found floating in 
the sea, shot through the head 
and neck. 

Tbe initial government medical 
report said: “No fool play is 
suspected.” 

“Look,” said a former civil 


out toe actual doeqm ent by tbe 
end of tiris year. . 

Both toe Washington Boat and 
New York Times took a positive - 
view of the proceed in gs , arguing 
that die « iiimm t was - another 
milestone in the transformation 
of s uper po w er relations - ftbm- 
rivahy to cooperation. 




servant, rKw retifed, ‘Yon speak 
ouLand you’re dead. It’s as shn- 
\ ple^as that. They- come in jeeps 
and take pan away and kill yon." 

Birfbrehas d^Bto de Zoysa itox. . 
involved m»pJay,a scarigsatirc 
aimed -at President Ranasmgjie . 
Premadasa, about Umatic s^f,- 
luro and the' doctor m dfaxgei ' 

" : Ute day befofce its scheduled 
premi er e, the 

iously vanished^! Sever tif. appear . • 

again, 

- ' De Zoysa’s dfcafois^tiH toe 
hottest topic of c on y e r sa fionjm I 
tbe drawing rooms of subiufian 
Colombo; earnestly discussed . 
over glasses of sherry and elegant 
dinners. .. i. 

..." 'Few dare express their ahgpr " 
openly. The killers are trying to 
sflenre his grief-stridrmi .motoer ' 
who is pressing for a foil judicial 
enquiry. 

“Mourn the death of your sgn, ^ 
as a mother you must doro;* \ ' 

a handwritten letter mailed to tier 
in May. “Any other .steps ynfl . 
result in your death at tbe most 
unexpected time. Security 
guards... cannot protect yonl^ 

"Only silence will protect your , - - 
head.” 



Andy Capp 
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%Cfitre Pedrick •" 

LY0N, France — bi-heart of 
the bustling Croix-Rousse dis- 
trict, a towermg statuc pf io- 
veinttic Charles-Marie Jac- 
quard pays tribute to the , man . 
'who: became the symbol of 
tinsc iiy*& opcc- thriving silk 


1 ?L css thanablock away, a 
workshop run by a handful of 
artisans is breathing new libs 
-imfo an art that * once . em- 
xployed orie in rive people' in 
, *Lyph- La Masson, des Can'uts 
tfie. House of the Silk 
^Weavers : -t-r is a working 
"museum where, craftsmen use 
* ancient techniques to produce 
n sorrie of Europe f s most richly 
odecoratedsilk fabrics. 

The workshop is small. With 
“just 10 people; a .drop in 1 be 
ocean when compared with" 
the 30,000 workers employed 
at any . one time m during the 
17th, IStfr and 19th centuries, 
when Lyon was one of die . 
world’s most prolific silk 
capitals. "Our trade union 
most be the smallest in the 
i world," remarks weaver 
-r Ludovic fic la CaGe. "There 
*hre justSve of us. The other 


Gve didn f t want tejoimf. 


In spite of ifs small size; the 
workshop has already carried 
oat restoration work, for s3k 
- hangings and. upholstery at 
,tbe Palace of Versailles, the 
■ Louvre, in Paris, and the 
m Palace at Britain’s Hampton 
.Court Just as important/.say 
the Weavers ; the; workshop 
has, enabled thousands of visi- 
tors £mm all over the globe to 
watch one of the world's old- 
est crafts crafts being prac- 
tised - on original machines 
that are themselves centuries 
old. . . 


At.34,.Ludovic de la Calks 
is cine of the youngest of the 
artisans. J He studied for three 
years at Lyon's Ecole de Tfs- 
sage, a .textile institute, that 
nowadays is mainly devoted 
to modem manmade, fabrics. 

The theory learned, De la 
CaUe' haid spend Gve years 
working as an apprentice to 
one of the ' few remaining 
weavers' still. in the business. 
*T wanted to ; do something 
creative , and coming bom 
Lyon, which was once so im- 
portant in the silk trade, this 
seemed a natural choice," be 
said, “Later, the few of us 
working in the business had 
the- idea of setting up the 
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of design 
that ' rovobatfoadaod thm 


ha tha i I 8th 


workshop as a way of preserv- 
ing what was hist becoming a 
dying art” 

ID a room packed with 
ancient, bobbin-winding 
machines and spinning 
wheels, visitors learn, bow the 
■ silkworm spins its thread' — 

• up to l.WD metres for each 
cocoon — and bow skeins arc 
washed and dyed in the oldest 
of traditions. Next door, the 
workshop itself is a hive of 
activity, with giant wooden, 
looms clanking away as . the 

• weavers press foot pedals and 
pull levers on . machines that 
lodk as though they could 
have come straight out of a 
Heath Robinson drawing. 

■ The work itself is extremely, 
intricate. Preparation involves 
threading the bom with a 
meter-wide skein made up of 
hundreds of separate tine 
threads that are fed from a ■ 
bewildering array of .reels 
lined up on spools at the far 
end of tius machine. Hand- 
made patterns are Gist drawn 
on paper and then transferred 
onto pieces of perforated 
cardboard before being fed 
into the machine from above. 

“The hardest part is setting 
it aU up, ” said De la Calk. “It 
can often take more than a 
day. The good tiling is that 
with these machines, the only 
limitation is your own im- 
agination. You can design 
literally anything you want. 

' The drawback is that you 
can’t afford to go back and 
correct any errors you may 
have made " 

The Jacquard bom, named 
for its 18th-century inventor, 
revolutionised silk produc- 
tion,- speeding up the weaving 
process and making tbe rich 
fabric available to a much 
wider market than, before: 
Even so, weaving is still a 
painstaking process, requiring 
endless patience and attention 
to detail from 0c operator. 
Changes in pattern are 
achieved by inserting a series 
of tods before catting the 
threads to a preset design. 

An experienced weaver can 
produce 40 centimetres of Jac- 
quard silk in a working day. 
Richly embroidered silk bro- 
cade can be woven only at tbe 
snail's pace of 10 centimetres 
per day. It can easily take 
more than a -year to finish one 
length of doth for a hanging 
or a piece of upholstery. The 
Cbambrc du Red (king's bed- 
room) at the Palace of Ver- 
sailles took 20 years to com- 
plete. 

. Not surprisingly, the fabric 
a extremely expensive to buy, 
around 12,000 French francs 
($2,080) per metre. “We do 


get some private buyers who 
make special orders for uphol- 
stery coverings, but most of 
our work is restoration, ” said 
De la Cage. “IPs thanks to 
places i like Versailles that the 
industry is tmdprgoing a mini- 
revival. It. has made sure the 
traditional Xechhiques are car- 
ried oh and that young people 
continue to be trained in the 
craft. 

Today the weavers of Lyon 
import their silk thread from 
China, which stffl produces 
tiie cheapest and best-quality 
rawmaterials, .they say. In the 
old days the Reavers of Croix - 
Rousse used threadspun from 
silkworms raised ‘on mulberry 
trees, which were once 
planted all over. sbu0em 
France. 

Lyon owed its prominence 
as a silk producer to - its geog- 
raphical position in the south- 
eastern comer of. France, 
dose , to the Alpine border 
with Italy. In the ltitbcehtury 
the French. King Francois I 
invited Italy to send, its best 
weavers to settle in Lyon from 
the northern Italian town of 
Como , then the silk capita/ of 
Europe. 

“He also , very wisely, in- 
vited the famous Italian bank- 
ers to come to Lyon" De la 
Caile said. "The two activities 
have always gone hand in 
hand." 

Italian sOk weavers con- 
tinued to dominate in design, 
but tire crafts m en of Lyon 
eventually surpassed in output 
and in the techniques that 
they developed to improve 
prodntion. In its heyday, in 
the mid-19th century, tbe 
Croix-Rousse district con- 
tained 60,000 looms turning 
out silk. 

Tbe evolution of silk-fabric 
design in Lyon is traced in a 
museum in tbe centre of town, 
tbeMnsee Historique des Tls- 
sus (Textile Museum). Here, 
in more than 30 showrooms, 
the history of. silk is told. A 
large section is devoted to the 
French industry, with exam- 
ples of Jacquards^ satins, silks 
worked with gold and stiver 
threads. Sue taffetas and 
heavy damasks and brocades. 

In other rooms the earlier 
history of the industry is ex- 
plored, with rare Copt fabrics 
and tapestries, silks dating to 
1000 A.D. woven by the 
Byzantine And Mamie civilisa- 
tions of tbe Mediterranean 
and a dazzling assortment of 
silk Persian and Turkish car- 
pets, dating from the 150 to 
thelStb centuries ; that depict 
ancient legends, Gowers and 
hunting scenes — World 
News Link. 




Using andurt looms, a young group of French 
craftsmen produce the rich fabrics which have 
made Lyon famous. 

The history of silk 


LEGEND has it that the Grst person to discover the precious 
secret of the sBkwarm was tbe wife of Chinese Emperor 
Huang Ti (tbe YeBow Emperor), back in 2690 B.C. for 
centuries tbe fabric was reserved for members of tbe 
imperial court, and exporting tbe stikworm abroad was a 
crone punishable by death . 

In tbe 3rd century B.C. tbe Chinese began to export tbe 
highly prized doth to India, Japan and other Asian 
countries. Prices were exorbitant — stik was virtuatiy worth 
its weight in gold. Although the stik went abroad, the secret 
of bow it was made continued to be closely guarded. 

In the last decade of the century, soldiers of Alexander the 
Great discovered the stik doth during their conquest of 
Persia and took fragments back home to Greece. Tbe fabric 
reached Italy two centuries later, around 100 B.C., but its 
source sttil remained a mystery. 

China's monopoly mi silk production came to mi end in 
the 3rd century AJP., when Chinese emigrants living in 
Japan managed to smuggle out some silkworms. Although 
stik m anuf acture soon spread to eastern India, the secret 
was kept Grom the Europeans. Then, in the 6th century, two 
Persian monks working as missionaries in India bid some 
stikworm larvae in their boBow bamboo walking sticks and 
took them to the Roman emperor, Justinian. The emperor 
ordered the planting of mulberry trees in various parts of 
the Roman Empire. 

In Italy, stik-makmg soon became a nourishing industry. 

, Tbe Italians gave their own stamp to the art, inventing a 
new fabric — velvet. Italian design and cre at iv i t y hi the 
production of sumptuous silks was to reach its peak in tbe 
fertile of the Renaissance. In 1536 French Ring Francois I 
offered Italian sti k weavers generous rewards if they would 
come and teach thefc craft to the people of Lyou. Workshops 
were set up in the Croix-Rousse district of the city, and Lyon 
nourished. The city's, preeminence lasted nearly three 
centuries. Its death kneti was sounded by tbe arrival of 
synthetic fabrics - — World News Link. 



By Alistair Duncan 


EdkedbyKjl- AsaB. 

P ubB sbcd I^ScotpumPubticationsLtd. 

295 pages. RetsS price £13.95 

THE BWHOGRaPHY OF Jerusalem is . among the most 
extensive jn the world, and encompasses, on the one band, 
.extremes of fantasy; banality and mischievous propaganda. 
On'theother band k is at its best a daunting array of 
scholarship too diverse aud-complexjbr. the general rcaderto 
hope to assimila te.. This is clearly indicated in this book byt be 
reference hotes at the end of each of its nine chapters and the . 
quoted bibliography at its end.- There is also a simplified but. 
useful index. F&ff marks, therefore,, for a dear, concise and 
compact presentation by the editor • and the pidriisher.. 

The passage of hiskny-and its examination enables the Grst 
eight chapters to '.6e: written by experts in ead f iperiod, whose 
scholarship, has; been ' welded ' into - a simply presented and 
cfiohesiv« w-^ skill of the editor, Dr. Asali and 0e. 

publisher's editors, Leonard Harrow and John Oriey : These 


polemic. This is particularly valuable in chapter- II,.in which . 
Professor Mendenhall covers the turbulent period from David 
to 0e 6rst Rpn^n investment of the: dp' 0 33. pages. 

Jf is, disptelX which wiffunderstaiidabfy 


need for this reviewer to rehearse the well-known arguments 
and positions adopted since 1917 by Arabs, Jews and their 
respective supporters, who have adjusted their backing from 
time to tune to suit their ownwider interests. This is the added 
complication that has helped the "Palestine issue " to dominate 
the politics of tbe Levant, the Middie East and indeed global 
interests from time to time, which [for all practical purposes 
originated at the turn erf the. century witb the writing . of 
Hertzl. 

BOO K REVIEW 

- Professor Hudson treads surety and fairly through the' 
minefield of claim and counter-claim. It is a turbulent phase, 
most of all for tbe present “ victors' ■ who choose to live by the 
sword amongst the remaining indigenous population, upon 
■whom they seem content to visit. so much of tbe horror which 
they themselves experienced in Europe^ Nor has Britain ’s role 
as a dedming influence in world affairs , been able to live up to 
obligations recognised but not realisable in the face of tbe 
U.S. 's seemingly blind support for Israel as her Cold War ally- 
This, however; is a rote which must how be subject to some 
revision as not only America's previous enemies but the Arab 
states move towards democratic structures. 

Professor Hudson 's dispassionate account of the inexorable 
steps that takes the reader from 1917 to 1987 has the heavy 
beat ofa jmifBed drum. The hew messianic drive of Zionism 


was facilitated in the early days by discord amongst Arab 
governments, whose heaviest weapon was undoubtably rhe- 
toric. By the time this was replaced by military competence 
and more realistic policies , Israel's nuclear capacity , achieved 
largely by tbe voluntary and involuntary support of the US, 
remained a trump card against the UN and other attempts to 
resolve tbe issue on a just and honourable basis. 

There can be no (xmdurion in'this book. However, one can 
reasonably say that resolution may well be' found when faith 
transcends religion and doctrinal differences are mutually 
recognised, and . respected. Trade and commerce, tbe lan- 
guages which need no interpreter, would then Goatish and the 
politics would adjust themselves to suit all parties. At the risk . 
-hf being accused of wishful thinking , post even rum, could it 
not be envisaged that if the Zionist movement had elected to 
play its part in the triconfessional state of Palestine propsed by 
the League of Nations, later to be endorsed by the UNO, and 
based upon tbe administration set up by the mandate 
government, there would still be Jewish leaders and men of 
renown in Arab capitals. The rich cultural and commercial 
contributors of the Jewish communities in the Maghreb, tbe 
Levant and the Mashreq would have remained in place. 

This book fulGUs its title role with modest clarity. Tbe 
section of 28 half-tone photographs is a useful addition, and a 
second edition will correct the caption of plate 14 to read 
“east” and not "south”! It mil long remain a Grst class ready 
reference on the bookshelves of those concerned with the 
history and welfare of tins Holy Gty. 


UNWITTINGLY of course, your favourite newspaper, the 
Jordan Times, lent itself to an American argument that the 
press everywhere, and not just the American press, could 
be unbalanced, biased or downright misinformative. Upon 
meeting a U.S. delegation recently, Jordanian parliamenta- 
rians, led by Speaker Suleiman Arar, raised a complaint 
about how American media were getting their facts mixed 
up, and worse still . particularly when it came to reporting 
and commenting on tbe Arab side of attains in the Middle 
East conflict. Former Senator Charles Percy, bead of the 
visiting U.S. delegation , came back with a rejoinder. He 
pointed out that the press everywhere, and not just the 
U.S. media , has its shortcomings . He gave as an example 
the Jordan Times, which reporting on his and his team's 
peace mission, had misidentiGed him as a long-time leader 
of the Democratic Party , when in fact the senator had 
always been a Republican. The Jordanian parliamenta- 
rians, or some of them at least, might have been impressed 
try Percy's witty, givc-the-two-sides story that be men- 
tioned. Not us though. Percy was indeed a sensible senator 
who did bis best to balance Middle East policies in his 
house on Capitol Hill. So much so in feet that tbe Israeli 
lobby went after and got his neck as tbe price for his 
even-handed approach. But to compare our little, inadver- 
tent mistake here at the Jordan Times witb the generally , 
but perpetually, biased coverage of Arab policies by some 
major media organs in tbe U.S . is very unfair. Senator 
Percy and his peace delegation are always welcome in 
Jordan of course. But, please guys, try comparisons that 
ready can stand the test of time. 


THE U.S. government, in Its efforts to make America 
better understood abroad, has established what is called 
the u international visitor programme.” In the programme , 
selected professionals , writers , journalists and others get 
invited to the U.S. for a few weeks to get acquainted with 
tbe system of government or with certain issues and 
institutions there. Programmes take the participants into 
tbe world of politics and legislation and explain the 
lobbying system as well as tbe interaction of the media with 
government agencies among many other things. What the 
Americans apparently hope to achieve from these prog- 
rammes is to bring about a better understanding of the 
United States and perhaps even attempt to reverse any 
negative feelings that the participants may have acquired of 
the U.S. Well, one of our colleagues in tbe Jordan Times' 
Arabic sister, Ai Ra'i, was the guest of one of those 
programmes last month. Upon his return earlier this week , 
he wrote a long column entitled “In Uncle Sam’s Country ” 
in which he extolled the value of his tour in Gve states and 
spoke highly of tbe individual Americans and institutions 
be met with and visited during his stay there. However, he 
concluded his column by saying: ‘T want to say that 1 went 
to the United States convinced that it was the number one 
enemy of the Arab World, and here I come back even more 
convinced that this is true, for tbe saying that \ America is 
Israel and Israel is America’ does not come from a void af 
all. ” Tbe conclusion must have gone down very well with 
many of Amayreh’s readers on Al Ra'i pages, especially 
coming as the article did right after the U.S. veto against 
sending a U.N. fact-finding mission to the Israeli occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. But what about the reaction of the 
Americans — those who hosted and invited him in the first 
place? What do they say to that? We really don't know tbe 
answers. Nor have we attempted to find one. But most 
probably the Americans will say: “This is American 
democracy for you. ” Our only hope is that U.S. ofEdals do 
not get so discouraged by Amayreh's article that they 
would actually consider cancelling all visitor visas to travel 
to the U.S. 


SPEAKING of the United States and those who have less 
than positive feelings towards American policies towards 
the Middle East, Dr. Abdul Razzaq Nsour, mayor of Sait, 
recently turned down an official invitation to visit the U.S. 
and attend a mayors' conference there. His decision came 
in protest against “ biased ” U.S. policies towards the 
Palestinian problem and the Arab World in general. When 
questioned about this decision, American embassy officials 
looked around, thought a little about it and then said: “It is 
a pity. Tbe mayor's presence might have contributed 
towards changing American perceptions and images of 
Jordan and the Arab World. He could have used the trip 
and the conference as a forum to explain the Arab point of 
view, instead of boycotting America per se. ” So far, so 
good. But for a counter view, please see the item on the 
results of another Jordanian's visit to the U.S. above. 
Incidentally, the other Jordanian, like tbe mayor, comes 
from Salt. 


IT WILL not only be a departure from Jordan for Dr. 
Renate Schimkoreit-Pott, Grst secretary at the West 
German embassy, when she /eaves the Kingdom next week 
after a two-year tenure in Amman; it wOl also mean a 
temporary separation from her husband, Marcel Pott, head 
of the West German broadcasting network's (ARD) 
Middle East bureau which is based in the Jordanian capital. 
Perhaps the consolation for Dr. Schimkoreit-Pott is that 
she will be assuming a senior albeit undisclosed post at the 
Foreign Ministry. But the separation could be ' a bit 
prolonged Grom the look of things around here in Amman, 
since her husband does not appear to be entertaining any 
idea of leaving Jordan any time soon. Well, good luck to 
Renata in Bonn. As for Marcel, his many friends in Jordan 
and the Middle East will certainly be trying to make his stay 
as little unpleasant and lonely as possible in his wife’s 
absence. Mind yon Marcel will also have a lot of political 
developments to watch and follow which will keep him 
busy most of tbe time. Tbe Middle East is back in the 
news again. 



The world war after the next one will be fought with 
rocks. 

— Albert Einstein, German-bom physicist (1879-1955). 

Eating words has never given me indigestion. 

— Sir Winston Churchill, British Statesman (1874-1965). 

Life is like an onion. You peel it off one layer at a time, 
and sometimes you weep. 

— Carl Sandburg, U.S. poet (1878-1967) 

The world is a comedy to those who think, a tragedy to 
those who feel. 

— Horace Walpole, English statesman (1678-1757). 

. Self conquest is the greatest of victories. 

— Plato, Greek philosopher about 427 B.C.-347 B.C. 








JORDAN 


7-8, 1990 


Thursday , June 7 

8:30 The Cosby Show 

Husband and kids cele- 
brate Clare's 46th birthday 
and never give her a mo- 
ment to forget that she’s 
become closer to 50. 

9:10 WBA Basketball 

10.-00 News in English 

1030 Movie of the Week 
The Reluctant Agent Inc. 

Starring: 

Richard Lawson 

Charlene and Linda are 
twin sisters, and since they 
are so different, they 
decide to switch roles. Linda 
gets entangled in a spying, 
game for the Feds. And 
helps nail drug — dealer 
Gabriel. 

Friday, June 8 

8:30 Dhtt's Comedy Show 

Didi is about to get mar- 
ried — at church he discov- 
ers he forgot the marriage 
rings locked inside the car. 
Didi tries bard to retrieve it 
but to little avail. Too late 
his bride to be already gives 
birth to a child. 

9:10 Beauty and the Beast 

Vmdnt is still haunted by 
the disappearance of his 
son. To get a glimpse of bis 
son be does something dras- 
tic — he surrenders to his 
enemies. 

1 10.00 News in English 

10:20 Quincy 

For love of Joshua 

A pediatrician is a firm 
believer in the right of every 
newly bom child — regard- 
less of physical deformities 
— to live. Quincy supports 
this wholeheartedly. 


Siofr and Nonsense 
By Elizabeth Arthur 

ACROSS 
1 Globe 
4 Stradivarius' 
cousin 
9 Mystic 
14 Slovenly one 
ia Diamond — 

19 Gr. pnyslclan 

20 UKe some 
Moors 

21 Sped 

22 Gibberish 
25 Hokum 

27 MoOile home 

28 Messages 

30 Loos and 

Brvani 

31 MM an 
colony 

32 Remainder 

33 Peniack? 

34 Clipped 
36 Yam 


DOWN 

1 Venerable 

2 Oonnybrook 

3 Obscure 

4 Everlasting 

5 PeMy ofllcers 

6 Controversial 
apple spray 

7 - Aviv 

• 6 Where to dip a 
quilt 

9 Take off 

10 Clean 

1 1 Skiing milieu 
1? Blanc or Gibson 

13 Thinking process 

14 One oi a Might 

15 Boot 

. 16 Killer whale 
■ 17 Sfeeppisi's 
. ooncem 
23 items- lor 
ntaforet!«3 
‘24 Ananias 



A scene from Blind Faith, Monday IQ : 20 : 
Robert Marshal (Robert Urich) is pot behind 
bars . 

Saturday, June 9 Global Report 


8x30 Surgical Spirit 

One of the doctors de- 
cides to get married to a 
colleague , Sheila does not 
take kindly to this and 
harasses Jonathan about this 
whole deal. 

9:00 Encounter 

9-30 Musical Programme 

10:00 World Cup 

Italy vs. Austria 

11:45 Alio... ABo... 

The French resistance 
movement is trying to sneak 
downed British pilots out of 
France and the Gestapo is 
doing its best to stop them 
just bow gullible could they 
get? 

Sunday, June 10 

8:30 Hey Dad 

Jeanie buys a mouse of 
the biting kind. The new 
secretary is naive; daddy hits 
bis car and Debbie is always, 
on the phone. Now what 
kind of a family is this? 

9:10 Documentary 


Owing to the peculiar na- 
ture of the Japanese culture 
and economy, die average 
Japanese worker finds it dif- 
Bcult to retire in old age and 
so certain institutions help 
them 611 this leisurely time. 

9:45 News in English 

10.-00 World Cup 

Brazil vs. Sweden 

Monday , June 11 

830 Perfect Strangers 

Larry and Balhi are busy 
looking for a poem stashed 
somewhere in the house. 
The poem is believed to be 
very valuable but the hard 
labour produces a few cheap 
words. 

835 BEad Faith 

Robert is saved from the 
suicide attempt _ which was 
motivated by fear of getting 
accused of murder — his 
hired detective turns against 
him in court and Robert is 
accused of the murder 
anyway. 

9:45 News m En glish 
1030 World Cup 


Kngfim d vs. Ireland 

Tuesday, June 12 

830 Charles in Charge 

Charles is unable to do his 
homework because Sara is 
sad she lost her toy, Jamie is 
having problems with her 
date, and Buddy is ex- 
perimenting... now how can j 
anyone work under such cir- 
cumstances 1 

m 

835 A Horseman Riding By 

The war changes things j 
around. New characters 
come into the scene. Some 
get married, new friendships : 
get established and more 
dramatic events unfold. 

9:45 News in English 1 

1030 World Cup 

Netherlands vs. Egypt 

Wednesday, June 13 j 

8:30 Golden Girls j 

On a cozy winter evening 
the 3 women start re- 
membering some fond 
memories which happened' 
in the same room. Re - : 
membering the post brings 
them closer to each other. ; 

835 Documeotary 

The Nuclear Age 

The cold war between the 
two superpowers intensifies , 
especially when Soviet Un- 
ion penetrates the Western 
hemisphere through Cuba. 
The Cuban missile crisis 
ends when Soviet Union re- 
moves its weapons from 
Cuba. 

9:45 News in English 
1038 World Cup 
Argentina vs. USSR 


Weekend Crossword 


Edited by Herb Etiensou 


37 Allen residenl of 
old Greece 

39 Place or bath 

42 Arabian 
sultanate 

43 Mumbo Jumbo: 
var 

46 — carte 

47 Alleciation 

46 Fairy queen 

49 Gussy up 

50 Exposed 
backgammon 
piece 

51 Viral disease 

52 Devotion lo the 
US 

56 Rlgg or Ross 

57 Advanced study 
group 

59 - law 

60 Bargain hunter 


26 Nosh 

29 It's cleat to me 

32 Congregation 
leaders 

33 Hagas 

34 -When you call 
me that. — " 

35 Irresponsible 

36 Ski lift 

37 Physician 

38 Sefl-imporfant 
altitudes 

39 Ludicrous 
misuse ot words 

4Q Without help 

41 Golden Horde 

meiT\ber 

42 Blockheads ' 
44-Heb. measure 
45 Biblical tribe 

members 
50 Jvro- looted 
52 Old-womanish 


62 To-do 

63 A Cole 

64 Lulu 

65 Alter all engine 
housing 

66 Climbing stems 

70 Foalless 

7J nothing 
tike — ” 

74 Papufarizer of 
new ideas 

77 Paid athlete 

78 Planet 

79 Ultima — 

80 Alter expenses 

81 Inlets 

82 Down under 
bird 

83 Stumper lor a 
novice 

87 Eur capital 

68 Hero's award 


53 Soil conditioner 

54 Dogs 

55 "There is — ol 
pure delights" 
(Waits! 

56 Philanthropist 
58 Newsy DUS 
6i Feeling ol 

optimism 

65 Dubbed 

66 US president 

67 Ol a culture 
group 

66 Lugosi and 
Banok 

69 Sp. gentlemen 

70 AK island 

71 USSR mountains 

72 Middling 

75 Reddish-brown 

76 Semester 
79 Symphonic 

music ol a kind 


89 JFK and FDR 

90 Standard 

91 Astringents 

93 Exceptional, 
abbr. 

94 Drunkards 

95 Protecting rock 
PG Making 222s 
99 Sicilian 

nymph 

101 Prominent 
104 Foolish talk 
106 Eyewash 

109 - avis 

110 "Fur 
(song) 

lit Discover 
112 — Tse-tung 
i U Oct. birtuaione 

1 14 Verse rhythm 

115 Ms Lauder 

116 Unit ot work 


8i Used makeup 

83 Played the 
llute 

84 Privy to 

65 VIP 

66 Famous Dietrich 
93 Hideout 

93 Calyv pan 

94 Herd member 

95 Framework 

96 Continental 
prolix 

97 RebuM 

96 Zhivago's love 
99 Colliery enhance 

100 More 

101 Venetian blind 
part 

102 Appellation 
1Q3 Ruler 

105 Huzzah! 

107 Loser ro DDE 

108 Gorrrund 



Diagramless i* x is. bj Man** j. d* wm - 


ACROSS 

1 pitfall 

22 inlet 

41 Finish 

6i Prepared for 

5 Residence 

23 Blip producer 

45 Starling doctors 

business 

S Actors In 

26 Conceit 

49 Chicago's 

62 Garbage cralt 

a play 

27 Aquarium fish 

airport 

64 Chunks 

10 Singe/ Mac 

29 Dingle 

50 Corrosive 

66 Singer Burl 

11 Fragrance 

30 Air 

54 Ship wood 

67 Roman poet 

13 Open 

14 Give a new 

32 Saves 

55 Cob's 

68 Chief 

34 Pay by mail 

father 

71 Fortune-telling 

1 title lo 

35 Wishes 

56 In the middle of 

card 

16 Ballot 

37 Freeway 

57 “What a good 

72 Interior 

17 Slaves 

ramps 

boy — 

73 Caresses 

19 — Scotia 

39 Basks 

58 Wreck a car 

74 Dozes 

21 Whet 

40 Enthusiasm 

60 Baseball slat 

75 Fine sand 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. It augurs wed when unprediciably dry boles begin producing oil. 

2. Witness for Cbe prosecution, called in court . withheld pertinent facts. 

3. Magician's high bat was home lo his rabbits' and birds between acts. 

4. "Chocolate" does Mart sentence ending in "blgb cholesterol." 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I.QTX CLQ GQFEW A F M BQRPEM NXZVFSX 
VZQS AECBJ SCZJXP BCT GDTW FN NCMDTH 


PLZQFHL PLX TQRX. 


—By Gordon MOJer 


L FLX FLAIR EUBAROR GAFF BV OIROTIX 
TOIEYAUO. HBBT GAR R A R W ‘ V IAGO YB 


V OO I LOW HOFGOR. 


— By Lois H. Jones 


DOWN 

1 Scot, chtet 

2 Wander 

3 Awry 

4 Bothered 

6 Trolley toll 

7 God ot war 
B Child 

9 Govt, worker 
10 Be very fond 
13 God ot love 
13 Kudos 
15 Sidesteps 


10 Ceremony 

20 Joey or Edle 

21 Be In charge 

24 "I cannot 
tell — " 

25 Steeps (lax 

27 Tile 

28 Incredible 

31 Altar access 

32 Fr. landlord's 
Income 


33 Odor 

34 Rent one's 
rented place 

36 Regret 
38 Feline 

41 Pnce 

42 Buckeye slate 

43 Mails 

44 Lecture 

46 Farm machine 

47 Provides source 

48 Cheat 


51 Egg dishes 

52 A Copperfield 

53 Permitting 
59 Swag 

61 " — and out" 

63 Envelop 

64 Highlander 

65 Sp. mister 
B6 Kin ot ‘ for 

example" 

68 Exist 

70 “The King — " 


3. HOP2I B1GSHOWS YOU AIN OU SQQSBNZGS 
O U NG UTIYZAW IQ NTS HIPS!. -By Ed Hwktteson 

4. JRCH LSJBSO KHBL FRKCHA FJO C H HBL 
FRKCHASO RPJFFRXCHASL CrKRFE E D T E - 


FBJKK AHCHODPT. 


— By Earl Ireland 


nnno nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
rnnn nnnnm nnnnn nnirq 
nnwmnmjn nnrmnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn nnnn 
rnnn nnnn nnnnnrrnn 
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By Richard Meares 

Reuter 

OBERAMMERGA U, West Germany — In a tiny moun- 
tain village in Bavaria, nearly half the men have grown long 
shaggy hair and unkempt beards to face an invasion force 
half a million strong. 

The early Christian look is a most for any man taking 
pan in the world-famous Passion play winch opens Monday 
in Oberammergau, 100 kilometres south of Munich. 

While the men have been following custom, the women 
have staged a coop with the backing of die play’s rebellious 
new director, Christian Stucckl. 

Stueckl, an outspoken 23-ycar-old decided to modernise 
the tradition-bound version of Christ's betrayal and death 
which is staged once a decade to keep a vow made by 
villagers after they survived an outbreak of black plague in 
1633. 

Ignoring a rule that actresses had to be under 35 and 
single, he chose Elisabeth Petre, a 38-year-old married 
mother of two, as one of two women playing Mary, Jesus’s 
mother. 

To the outrage of traditionalists, other women barred 
under the rule challenged it in the courts and won. More 
than. 250 of them got parts. 

The traditionalists fought back, thwarting most of 
■Stueckl’s plans to modernise the text, the set design and the 
costume. 

The “ passionsspiel ”, staged solely by local amateurs, is 
acted five times a week until September. It sold out mouths 
ago and will bring half a million tourists to the village. 









A scene from the 1960 prod ucti on 


Play 

Nearly half the 5,000 residents help to put on iis 14 acts 
and 60 scenes, which take aD day to perform. They- get 
special time off from their jobs, which outsiders come in to- 
do. _ - 

Village squabbles are nothing new to the play.- 

“As soon as Oberammergauers stop arguing , the Passion 
Play would fall Bat , ” said Ernst Maria Lang, whose father 
was director from 1920 to 1960. 

A more serious debate rages over charges of anti- 
Semitism in the text, written in 1811 by a local Catholic 
priest. Otbmar Weis, and revised half a century later. _ 

Adolf Hitler approved it as a '‘convincing portray al of 
the menace of Jewry.” 

Since American Jews launched a boycott 20 years ago, 
the stereotyping of Jews and lines blaming them for. the 
death of Christ have been watered down or removed 

The rows have not put off tourists. 

Pre-tax profits of more than eight million marks (S5 
million) were made by a special 1984 production marking 
350 years since the first, hi 1680, the play moved fo the: 
start of each decade. 

It was initially enacted in the graveyard , but a 4,700-seat 
open-air playhouse was built at the turn of this century. A 
'meadow-covered mountain forms a natural backdrop. 

The playhouse is surrounded by shops selling row upon 
row of Virigin Marys and other wood carvings, the 
traditional trade of Oberammergau. 

Such lucrative spin-offs have led fo criticism, of .the 
over-commercialisation of what is still, for most of those 
taking part, a deeply religious event. >_ 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Saturday , June 9 

68 — Roman Emperor 
Nero commits suicide. 

1572 — Turkish Beet puts 
to sea against Don John of 
Austria to complete capture 
of Cyprus. 

1800 — Austrians are defe- 
ated by French in Battle of 
Montebello. Italy. 

1827 — Turkey rejects 
allied note for truce with 
Greece. 

1896 — Russo-Japanese 
agreement recognises Russia 's 
position in Korea. 

1915 — Severe riots breat 
out in Moscow. 

1916 — Grand Sheriff of 
Mecca revolts against Turkey. 

1940 — Norway’s army sur- 
renders to Nazis in World 
War II. 

1961 — United Nations 
calls on Portugal to cease rep- 
ressive measures in Angola. 

1967 — Gamal Abdul Nas- 
ser resigns as president of 
Egypt after his country is de- 
feated in war with Israel. 

1972 — U.S. planes raid 
perimetres of Hanoi and 
Haiphong in most concen- 
trated bombing of North Viet- 
nam’s military heartland in- 
more than four years. 

1975 — Philippines estab- 
lishes diplomatic relations 
with China, breaking. its ties 
with Nationalist Chinese gov- 
ernment on Taiwan. 


1984 — Heavy damage and 
casualties are reported as Iran 
and Iraq trade air attacks on 
residential areas across their 
1, 180-kilometre border. 

1987 — Western leaders, at 
summit in Venice , renounce 
making deals with terrorists 
and endorse nuclear deterr- 
ence. 

1989 — Two bombs blow 
up seconds apart on main 
seaside boulevard in Syrian- 
controlled west Beirut, killing 
three people and wounding 
four others. 

Sunday, June 10 

1610 — First Dutch settlers 
in America land on Manhat- 
tan Island. 

1719 — Holy Roman 
Emperor Charles VI expels 
Spaniards from Sicily. 

1794 — Power of French 
revolutionary tribunals is in- 
creased, leading to mass ex- 
ecutions. 

1848 — Austrian forces are 
victorious at Vicenza in Italy 
against Sardinians. 

1868— Michael III, King of 
Serbia, is murdered, and is 
succeeded by Milan TV. 

1891 — L. Starr Jameson 
becomes administrator of 
South Africa company’s areas 

1898 — U.S. Marines in - ' 
vade Cuba in Spanish-Amer- 
ican war. 

1903 — King Alexander J 


and Queen Draga of Serbia, 
are murdered. 

1907 — Japan and France 
agree to preserve “ open 
door” in Oiina. . " • • 

1917 — Sinn. Fein riots 
break out in Dublin, Ireland. 

1967 — Israel agrees to 
United Nations ceasefire with 
Egypt, with Israel bolding 
conquered territory four times 
its own size. 

1971 — United States lifts 
21-year-old embargo on trade 
with China. 

1988 — Riot police in South 
Korea block thousands of stu- 
dents trying to march to North 
Korea for reunification talks. 

1989 — Police arrest 1,000 
people in Seoul, Korea, as 
radical students battle riot 
police in demand for over- 
throw of President Roh Tae- 
Woo. 

Monday, June 11 

1509 — Troops of Florence 
take Pisa in Italy. 

1675 — France and Poland 
form an alliance. 

1(585 — Duke of Mon- 
mouth's rebellion breaks out 
in England. 

1719 — Spanish invaders of 
Scotland are defeated at den- 
shiels and surrender. 

1891 — Britain and Portug- 
al sign further convention of 
territories north and south of 
Zambesi : Portugal assigns 


Barotseland to;. Britain and 
Nysaland becomes a British 
protectorate. 1 . ' . 

1895 - — Britain annexes 
Togoland to block Transvaal’s 
access to sea. ■' 

1898 — Emperor Te Tsung 
of China begins 100 days of 
reform under guidance of 
Kang Yu-Wei. 

. 1946 — - Princess Juliana of 
the Netherlands arrives in 
Canada as an exile during 
World War H. 

1963 — Greek Premier 
Constantine Caramanlis res- 
igns in protest of King Paul’s 
state visit to Britain. 

1969 — Soviet and Chinese 
troops clash on Sinkiang 
border. 

1971 — Soviet Communist 
Party chief Leonid L Brezh- 
nev calls for end to arms race 
between U.S. and USSR. . - 

1981 — Earthquake in 
southeast Iran kills at least 
1300 people. 

1984 — His Majesty King 
Hussein says the United 
States is disqualified as a 
peacemaker in Middle East 
and that an international con- 
ference is only way to settle 
disputes. 

1988 — - Syrian-backed dissi- 
dents battle -with loyalists of 
Palestinian leader ' Yasser. 
Arafat at rwo devastated re- 
fugee camps in West Beirut 

By the Associated Press 
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GENEVA. 'a~ Hiroshima ^ 
ChemobyL . • £&&: words con- 
jure npT-A deadly cloud of 
radioac^vitykijling hundreds 

of thousands and ti\*lqhg the 

land forbidden' descrtfor dc- 
Cades Or-nxire.- - 

The fear of nuclear energy - 
is rooted^ deep in people’s 
heart, y&t scientists and public 
health- experts alike say ; that 
radiation technology can he 
safely, and effectively used to 
pmteetthe worirTsfood supp- 
ly . Next to the frozen food 
section, -■} they - argue, super- 
markets should ha ve an irradi- 
ated food section. Consumers, 
would be able iobuy potatoes 
that don 't sprout, strawberries 
that aren *f moldy and, 
perhaps , most importan t, 
poultry and egges with greatly 
reduced amounts of the. tone 
salmonella bacteria : 

Food ~ that is ~ irradiated is 
exposed to carefully measured 
amounts of ionizing radiation, 
through X-rays, electron 
bombardment or gamma rays- 
- tbe same rays that are used 
in radiotherapy to treat cancer 
patients 

“People .think that the food 
itself becomes radioactive, 
but this is a. gross misconcep- 
tion,” said Dr. Morton Satin, 
chief of the Agricultural In- 
dustries Service at the United 
Nations Food and Agricultu- 
ral Organisation (FAO) in 
Rome. “The radioactivity 
passes through, but the only 
thing, that absorbs it is the 
enzyme that gets destroyed. 
In the case of a potato, it's the 
enzyme that causes it to., 
sprout prematurely. - It’s the 
same for meats that contain 


salmonella. 

. . Food irradiation is not a 
new: idea. Research began 
- back in the 1940s and more 
than a thousand scientific stu- 
dies have been completed. 
.-.After studying the results of 
'some of those studies, experts 
at the FAO and the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
say that the technique is not 
only safe bat that it should be 
positively encouraged as a 
way of treating certain foods 
to wipe out two serious 
threats like food spoilage and 
food-borne, potentially fatal , 
illness. 

In spite of such endorse - 
. merits „ the issue remains a 
controversial one. So far, no 
country has begun irradiating 
food on anything like a wide 
commercial scale . In the de- 
veloping world, governments 
have, gjveh the go-ahead in 
Bangladesh , India , Thailand, 
Brazil, Chile , Argentina and 
Uruguay. The Soviet Union 
and several Eastern European 
states are also using the pro- 
cess to treat some foodstuffs. 
But among the Western in- 
dustrialised nations there has 
been a widespread reluctance 
to introduce the technology. 

France is the most adv- 
anced, using irradiation to de- 
contaminate chicken used in 
the food-processing industry. 

. The United States has autho- 
rised irradiation for poultry', 
fruits, vegetables, pork , 
wheat and herbs and spices, 
but - advocates of. irradiated 
foods have met strong con- 
sumer resistance. Australia, 
New Zealand, Britain, 
Switzerland, West Germany 
and Sweden have banned irra- 
diation of domestically pro- 


duced foodstuffs and will not 
import irradiated products. 


Deep - seated fears 


At the WHO headquarters 
in Geneva, Dr. Fritz Kafer- 
stein f manager of the Food 
Safety Unit , blames the resist- 
ance on the emotionalism of 
an inadequately informed 
public. “ People have very 
deep-seated fears when it 
comes to nuclear power, and 
research shows it all goes back 
to Hiroshima he said. 
“Chernobyl reconfirmed 
many people's opinions that 
you cannot trust this type of 
technology. In fact, food irra- 
diation has nothing, but no- 
thing, to do with Chernobyl, 
but this distinction is not 
made. " 

“We are satisfied it is safe. " 
he continued. “We have done 
our homework and we are 
concerned that this technolo- 
gy is being rejected out of 
hand , regardless of the enor- 
mous benefits it couid bring to 
mankind. " 

On of the most dramatic 
applications of food irradia- 
tion, proponents argue, is in 
preventing food-borne dis- 
eases that kill thousands of 
people each year in develop- 
ing and developed countries 
alike, as well as costing mil- 
lions of dollars in medical bills 
and loss of worktitne. In a 
recent joint report the FAO 
and the WHO stated that ill- 
ness caused by contaminated 
food is perhaps the most wide- 
spread health problem in 
modem-day society. 

Those in Favour of irradia- 
tion claim that it kills contami- 
nants in foodstuffs, thus mak- 
ing products safer for public 


consumption. “In almost all 
industrialised countries poul- 
try meat is up to 100 per cent 
contaminated with sal- 
monella," said Kaferstein. 
“Of course, we do not eat raw 
chicken, but we have to hand- 
le it, season it, use a knife to 
cut it. Consumers are not mic- 
robiologists and do not realise 
how easy it is to cross-con- 
taminate other foods that will 
not be cooked. If one baefe- 
rial cell reaches a piece of 
food, then in half a day it will 
multiply into JO million cells. 
That's when you get food 
poisoning , and in the case of 
the old, the very young and 
people who are already ill. it 
can kill." 

Eggs are another major risk 
area. A salmonella strain has 
found its way into the egg- 
laying flocks of many indus- 
trialised nations during the 
past few years. In the United 
Kingdom almost 100 per cent 
of the eggs are contaminated. 
Kaferstein says that irradiat- 
ing the eggs would eliminate 
the bacteria. 

In developing countries 
irradiation could help reduce 
food shortages by reducing 
the amount of spoilage. 
According to the FAO, be- 
tween one quarter and one 
third of the world's entire 
food production is lost to 
pests, fungus and bacteria. In 
tropical countries , where high 
temperatures and high humid- 
ity create special problems in 
storing food, the figure may 
be 50 per cent or higher. 
China alone loses 80 million 
tons of grain each year in 
post-harvest spoilage. 

“Just think of the impact 
food irradiation could have on 


helping a country like China, 
which has one billion mouths 
to feed, " said Kaferstein. “ It's 
a technology that could also 
help developing countries ex- 
pand their export markets and 
increase their earning possibi 
lities, " be added. “ Food irra- 
diation prolongs shelf-life, so 
it would enable countries pro- 
ducing tropical fruits and 
vegefab/es to reduce their los- 
ses and perhaps choose a 
cheaper method of transport. 
Pineapples, mangoes and 
papaya from West Africa and 
South America could be 
transported by boat instead of 
being flown in. It would also 
mean that customers in the 
receiving countries would 
have these products at a lower 
price. " 

Irra diati on benefits 
tropical countries 

Food experts also point out 
that irradiation would benefit 
tropica] countries whose food 
exports are currently banned 
by some industrialised nations 
because of suspected con- 
tamination. “ Prawns pro- 
duced in tropical climates are 
quite frequently contaminated 
with bacteria such as sal- 
monella, " said Kaferstein. “If 
(tbe prawns) were irradiated, 
countries tike Bangladesh and 
Thailand could export far 
more. Of course, the rich im- 
porting countries have got to 
accept food irradiation before 
they can expect the develop- 
ing countries to commit them- 
selves to the investment 

Food irradiation is certainly 
an expensive business, at least 
in the initial stages. But stu- 




Toutmd by sdantfsts as tbm bast way 
to pr mwa nt food spoOagm and tha 
OInmssms causad by contaminated 


foods, tbm irradiation of fo od stuf fs 
mould guarantee potatoes that would 
not sprout. 


dies by. officials from FAO, 
WHO and the International 
Atomic Energy Association 
(IAEA) say the high costs 
would be more than offset by 
the savings from reduced los- 
ses and spoilage of foodstuffs. 

All three organisations 
stress the need for adequate 
training of personnel and 
strict controls on tbe use of 
irradiation equipment. ■ 
“There are plenty of develop- 
ing countries, such as India, 
China , Malaysia, Thailand 
and Brazil, which are very 
well organised and would be 
perfectly capable of dealing 
with technologies like this," 
said Kaferstein. “There are 
others, especially those 
caught up in the middle of 
civil wars, where I would hesi- 
tate to suggest any kind of 
•sophisticated technology 

Opponents of irradiation, 
led by a British consumer 
group, the London Food 


Commission, complain that 
the process could be used to 
mask the quality of food that 
is already past its prime and 
that consumers would have no 
guarantee that the product 
they are buying has been tre- 
ated. Customers would have 
to rely on trust and labeling, a 
point that supporters of irra- 
diation concede. 

The London group also 
claims that irradiation causes 
vitamin losses. True, says 
Kaferstein. but so does every 
other form of food preserva- 
tion and storage - and pota- 
toes that have begun to sprout 
have virtually no vitamins left 
at all. 

When it comes down to it, 
say many proponents, tbe 
food irradiation issue is really 
one of free choice. 

“My daughter got s al- 
monetia when she was two 
years old and very nearly died 
of it, " said Satin. “I’d much 


rather have the freedom to go" 
into a supermarket antff 
choose between two clearly' 
marked types of chicken 
that which probably bas gor = _“ 
salmonella and that which de-““ 
finitely hasn Y. " 

“ People smoke and drive 
cars, even when there is clear ^ 
proof that they are endanger-' ■"* 
ing their lives, taking risks 
that are hardly acceptable, 
added Kaferstein. “Yet or'" 
this issue they are calling for a'~\ 
zero risk, which is something^ • 
that simply does not exist 
this life. What we can say is y 
that the risk is very, very''' 
minima/, almost certainty far"' 
less than the risk we run by 
poisoning ourselves with hid 
den toxins that exist in many 
foods that we consider natu- 
ral. I think, as informed «« 
adu/ts, we should be allowed 
to take that decision for z: 
ourselves. ' ’ World Ne ws 
Link. 



New experimental drug may slow progress of AIDS 


..Byrloseph IVdF; 

TheAsste 

NEWARK, A^Jrisey -^ . 
AIDSexpertshopelhat a new . 
exp crimentaJdmgwilT slow- 
tbe progress -of tire deadly 
disease andproye Jess toxic 
and cheaper than . the_mtti- 
viral dro& AZT and DDI. 

The USi-Fbod and Drug 
Adnrimstration r (FDA) has 
made^Hoffm&a-La . 

drug DDC available to AIDS 
patients Ja a “ccunpa^onme^ 
use programme" designed to 


test tbe safety of tbe drug, the 
pharmaceutical company and 
tiie FDA. has announced. 

“The most exciting thing 
about DDC is that it is look- 
ing more and more to be tbe 
ding that DDI was supposed 
to be, "said Dr. Jay Lalezari, 
co-director to the HfV CSinic- 
al Research Centre at Mount 
ZSon -Hospital in San Fran- 
cisco. ■ 

.‘/Wetfon'fJcnowtheeffica-- 
cy, but it looks tike it is 
well-tolerated, " he said. 

New ' York-based Briston 


Myers bas been distributing 
tbe experimental drug DDI 
free in a similar compassion- 
ate use programme to about 
8,000 patients who are not 
responding to AZT treatment 
or cannot tolerate AZT. 

Tbe side effects of DDI 
include nausea, diarrhea and 
depression, but DDC, which 
stands for dideoxycytidine , 
bas shown few side effects, 
Lalezari said. 

AZT is tbe only AIDS drug 
approved by tbe FDA. DDC, 
because it is still classified as 


experimental, is available 
only in clinical trials. Tbe 
compassionate use program- 
me announced Thursday ex- 
pands those trials. 

Though it does not cure 
AIDS, AZT prolongs tbe 
lives of some people infected 
by the virus. Others have 
stopped taking the drug be- 
cause of side effects such as 
anemia and depletion of bone 
marrow. 

There are two ongoing cli- 
nical trials in which resear- 
chers are comparing tbe effec- 


tiveness of DDC and AZT. 
Patients do not know which of 
the two drugs they are re- 
ceiving. 

Hoffman-La Roche will be- 
gin a study on June 25 with 50 
patients who cannot tolerate 
DDI or AZT. Tbe study will 
assess the toxicity and effec- 
tiveness of DDC. 

If little toxicity is found, the 
programme will be expanded to 
200 patients after four weeks 
and opened to unlimited en- 
rollment after four months. 

This approach is a com- 


promise in a bitter con- 
troversy between some people 
with AIDS and researchers 
who fear participants in clinic- 
al trials will drop out if tbe 
drugs are available elsewhere. 

Jim Eigo, a member of the 
AIDS Research Advisory 
Council, said the combination 
of DDC and AZT seems to be 
more effective than either 
drug alone. 

“In addition, tbe combina- 
tion is less harmful because 
their toxkities do not over- 
lap," Eigo said. 


Vaccine found to 


protect against AIDS' 
in 2 chimpanzees - 


Millions of teens expected to die of smoking-related illness 


-^pt^Duston^ 

The Msoctaled Press 

WASHINGTON— Five mil- 
lion- of todays children will 
t tie of smoknig-rehted illnes- 
ses in their later years if the 
<mrr^ by 

ypung people continues, the 
t/-5. surgeon general has said. 

Dr. Antonia NovcBo, in her 
fast major' address "t on smok- 
ing, said more than 3,000 
teenagers, become regular 
smokers each day. 

■ She accused cigarette com- 


panies of spending $3.3 billion 
annually to advertise and 
promote their products in 
ways that appeal to children 
and adolescents. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Tobacco Institute, inter- 
viewed later , said cigarette 
companies do not want chil- 
dren as their customers. 

“For decades we have 
taken aggressive actions to 
keep cigarettes out of the 
bands ; of kids, " Brennan 
Dawson said. She said adver- 
tising is not aimed at creating 


new smokers, but selling 
tobacco products to people 
who already smoke. 

Novello’s remarks came at 
a conference to stop smoking 
among minors held by the 
interagency committee on 
Smoking and Health National 
Advisory Committee. 

Tbe programme coincided 
with World No-Tobacco Day. 

Novetlo said 44 states res- 
trict tbe sale of tobacco pro- 
ducts to minors. 

“j In six weeks, h wOl be 45, ” 
Dawson, the tobacco spokes- 


woman, said, noting tha t Ken- 
tucky recently passed such 
legislation. “We're not 
opposed to that." 

But the surgeon general 
was critical of tbe enforce- 
ment of those laws, saying 
only ffve states have been able 
to provide statistical informa- 
tion of violations. 

She quoted an article in tbe 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association as saying 
an estimated 1 billion packs of 
cigarettes are sold annually to 
children under 18 years of 


age. 

“Because only a very small 
percentage of smokers begin 
smoking as adults, efforts at 
prevention must focus on chil- 
dren, NoveUo said. 

The national Centres for 
Disease Control (CDC) also 
reported that an estimated 1 
billion packs of cigarettes are 
sold to children each year. 
Only three states reported 
cr ta Dons against 32 vendors 
last year and inspectors found 
only minimal enforcement of 
laws in the 44 states restricting 


children's access to tobacco, 
tbe CDC said. 

Dawson said , however, that 
a recent government report 
released by the Department 
of Health and Human Ser- 
vices said about 50 per cent of 
all smokers started tbe habit 
between the adult ages of 18 
and 21. 

“What causes teens to 
smoke is peer pressure and 
the influence of elders in a 
child’s life," said Dawson. 
“Those are tbe issues that 
need to be addressed." 


By Marjorie Shaffer 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Scientists 
said Friday they were able in 
preliminary studies to protect 
against AIDS in animals in- 
fected with the virus causing 
the fatal disease in humans, 
demonstrating for the first 
time that a vaccine can protect 
against AIDS. 

The new research was led 
by Dr. Phillip Berman of the 
Biotechnology Firm Genen- 
teeb Inc and Dr. Jorg Eich- 
berg of the Southwest Biome- 
dical Research Centre of San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Fellow AIDS researchers 
acknowledged Genentecb's 
achievement represented 
another step towards achieve- 
ment of a vaccine against ac- 
quired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) but said it 
was short of a breakthrough. 

“At this point it's not a 
surprise," AIDS vaccine re- 
searcher Dr. Ronald Desro- 
siers of the Harvard Medical 


School, told Reuters. 

“ I think people are now 
accustomed that under an 
idealised laboratory situation 
you can achieve protection 
against SI\' and HIV De - 
srosiers said in a telephone, 
interview. 

SIV is an A JDS-related 
virus which strikes only monk- 
eys. HIV. human immunodef- 
iciency virus, is tbe scientific 
name for tbe AIDS virus 
affecting humans. 

“ What is new is that they 
have achieved protection us- 
ing only a small segment of 
the viral coating," Desro- 
siers and other researchers 
said. 

Such a finding, researchers 
said, suggests that a safer vac- 
cine may be developed using 
only a portion of the virus 
rather than a whole , inacti- 
vated virus. 

“We don't want to get 
hopes too high, because it is 
still very, very early," said 
Jack Murphy, a spokesman 
for Genenfech. 
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By Jean-Marc Dnptricb 


PARIS — That play by Iones- 
co , in which the number of 
chans on stage increases, is 
:we!l known. In the French 
cinema, it is quite another 
story. The number of seats is 
- dwindling . Cinemas are clos- 
'-irig down. And this has been 
'going on for nearly ten years. 
r As, in 1989, the number of 
cinema-goers only fell by 3 
-per cent , consolation is sought 
z m-the idea that perhaps the 
rock-bottom has been 

■ reached. 

It must be said that Minister 
■Of Culture , Jack Lang, has 
' done all be could to stop the 
foil, with grants to local au- 
thorities which take over a 
cinema that is dosing-down 
'■ and financial help fo hard-up 

■ cinema managers. The prob- 
: lem is that the dnema is ex- 
: pensive. It is a luxury that the 
. public are reluctant to indulge 
: in. How else could one ex- 
plain the success in Paris of 

: the special week in which the 
: 6'p.m. showing cost 18 francs 
: instead of the usual 35 to 40 
francs? 

..-Above all , making a Him is 
: expensive, in 1989, 2.8 billion 

■ francs were invested in pro- 
- during 137 films . The commis- 
sion for paying an advance on 
receipts distributed the 100 
miUion francs it had to the 50 

-projects chosen bom among 
.575 applications. This number 
proves that creation remains 
alive. But exports remain 
modest and, above all, French 
61ms are losing ground in 
their own country to the be- 
nefit of American produc- 
tions. 

The results of operating 
cinemas in 1989 are alarming. 
The proportion of French 
films on the national market 
fell below 35 per cent, where 
as American films accounted 
for more than 55 per cent. 
Only Trop Belle Pour Toi was 
a box-office success where it 
stands together with Indiana 
Jones and Rain Man. 

Trop Belle Pour Toi says 
that it is difficult to love and 
that beauty does not always 


go together with love. One 
can be married to the most 
beautiful woman in the world 
and discover that the woman 
of your life is another one , not 
so pretty, but dearly made for 
you. 

It was a success in winning 
Cdsar awards. During the 
ceremony presided over by 
Kirk Douglas, it received five 
trophies as the Best Film, the 
Best Director, the Best Sce- 
nario for Bertrand Blier, the 
Best Actress for the too 
beautiful Carole Bouquet, 
and the best editing for 
Oaudine Merlin. 

Philippe Noiret, who had 
already received a Felix at the 
European Film Festival, for 
his performance in Bertrand 
Tavernier's La Vie et Rien 
d’Autre , was awarded the 
C6sar for the best actor for 
the same rdle. And Cinema 
Paradiso, a Franco-Italian co- 
production in which he played 
the projectionist in the cinema 
in a Sicilian village in the 50s, 
was awarded the Oscar for a 
foreign film. Hollywood thus 
sheds a tear over the golden 
age of European cinema. 

Eric Rocbant’s Un Monde 
Sans Pitie, already noticed at 
the Sarasota Festival in Flor- 
ida, was quite rightly awarded 
a C6sar as the Best First Film. 
This is a new work which 
opens up 1990 with a way of 
filming feelings. 

In the immediate future 
1990 seems promising. Claude 
Zidi's Ripoux Contre Ripoux, 
with Philippe Nonet, is ex- 
pected to link up with the 
success of Les Ripoux. After 
his poignant memories in Au 
Revoir les Enfants , Louis 
Malle creates a touching work 
with Milou en Mai with mag- 
nificent acting by Michel Pic- 
coli and Miou-Miou. It is May 
68 in the country , a thousand 
leagues away from the events 
in Paris which are heard on 
the radio. 

Luc Besson, the director of 
Le Grand Bleu, offers Nikita 
Nikita , played by the dazzling 
Anne Parillaud. is a delinquent 
whose qualities as a killer are 
put to good use by the Secret 



Vanessa Paradis received a Ctisar in the Young 
and Promising 


Services , but she falls in love 
with a young supermarket 
cashier. Love and death. With 
Tante Danielle, Etienne Cba- 
tilliez indulges in bis fondness 
for horrible people, which be- 
gan in La Vie Est un Long 
Fleuve Tranquille. Auntie 
Danielle is an unbearable old 
lady. 

Cyrano is expected to bring 
people flooding back to the 
dnema. Ever since Edmond 
Rostand created the character 
for the theatre in 1897 , the 
hero has always thrilled the 
crowds. This time, it is G£rard 
Depardieu who fights with a 
sword, talks in verse and cries 
out of love for Roxane, with 
bis usual talent, enthusiasm 
and force of conviction. This 
film, by Jean-Pa ul Rappeneau 
deserves to be shown all over 
the world. 


' The French cinema has hot 
died. It has some inventive 
directors in touch with our 
period, and original actors 
who know how to move the 
audience. Unfortunately, it is 
submitted to the law of 
money. And, if the United 
States , which imposes this 
law, only very occasionally 
opens its door ajar. Eastern 
Europe, which has not a bean, 
opens its doors wide. That is 
why Mr. Jack Lang has cre- 
ated a special fund for copro- 
duction with those countries. 
The Genera/ Cinema Union 
runs a large auditorium in 
Moscow and Jeanne Moreau 
has just made a film with 
Mosfilm, because she took a 
liking to the scenario of a 
young unknown director, so 
that cinema may remain an art 
— L'Actualite en France. 
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By Ronald Clarke 
Reuter 


LOS ANGELES — Rim Direc- 
l tor David Lynch, winner of the 

■ Golden Palm Award at the 
[ Cannes Festival for Wild at 
- Heart, is Hollywood's 

■ favourite eccentric — a cult 
\ leader whose dark, moody, 
‘. often sexually violent films 
' fascinate and upset audi- 
’■ [ences. 

■ He is a dedicated, driven 
'artist whose work is his life. 
He is also a. baby-faced, 
charming conversationalist 
whose mop of hair and voice 
'.with a twinge of a country 
' accent earned the nickname 
; "Jimmy Stewart from Mars" 
‘ from producer Mel Brooks. 
v Lynch's film Wild at Heart 
. has violence and sex scenes 
that will almost certainty earn 
'.it an X-rating for adult audi- 
ences only in the United 
' States unless cuts are made. 

The film stars Nicolas Cage 
and real-life mother and 


daughter Diane Ladd and 
Laura Dem in a story of lovers 
trying to escape the police in 
a doomed small-town Amer- 
ica. Also in the film is Isabella 
Rosellini, Lynch's girlfriend 
and mother of his child, por- 
traying a killer. 

The award of the most co- 
veted prize at Cannes came 
as the U.S. ABC television 
announced it would retain his 
off-beat series Twin Peaks, a 
dark gothic murder mystery 
set in a small town in the 
American northwest, for its 
autumn season. 

The series, which marked 
Lynch's entry into television, 
has a dancing dwarf, a sadis- 
tic truck driver, a doctor who 
has cotton swabs in his ears 
and a woman who carries a 
pet dog. It is the story of how 
the murder of a high school 
beauty queen unearths a 
town's secrets. 

As a young man. Lynch, 
now 43, produced a short film 
called Grandmother about a 


disturbed boy who plants a 
seed that grows in his grand- 
mother. His first feature film, 
Eraserhead, told the story of 
a couple and their mutant 
baby in a grim industrial 
town. 

The film, released in 1977 , 
took five years to complete 
because Lynch, who de- 
veloped a habit of meditating 
each day while making the 
film, kept running out of 
money. 

Then in 1980 came The 
Elephant Man. the true-life 
story of the relationship be- 
tween the tragically deformed 
John Merrick and his doctor 
in a grimy 19th century Lon- 
don. it was a box office suc- 
cess and earned Lynch 
Academy Award nominations 
for Best Director and Best 
Adapted Screenplay. 

Lynch laboured over Dune, 
a $40 million failure, before 
he made his best-known film. 
Blue Velvet . released in 1986. 
The film told a story of corrup- 


tion in a small town and a 
young man's desire to know 
more about sex and death. 
Dennis Hopper portrayed a 
maniac who wore an oxygen 
mask while having sex and 
quoted Roy Orbison to peo- 
ple he was terrorising. 

Lynch, bom in Missoula, 
Montana, is believed to have 
developed his liking for and 
loathing of small towns when 
he was growing up in the 
rural northwest, where his 
father was a research scien- 
tist for the Department of 
Agriculture. 

Lynch wanted to be an 
artist, not a film director, and 
he still sells his abstract 
paintings. He has also written 
love songs and wrote and 
directed Industrial Symphony 
No. 1 with Composer Angelo 
Badalamenti. 

It features a woman acro- 
bat and a midget who saws 
wood on stage. Lynch has 
been married and divorced 
twice and has two children 



By Galina Vromen 

Reuter ■ 


AMSTERDAM — At first 
glance, two artists. poujd hard- 
ly seem further apart thhn 
Picasso and Rembrkhdt. . 

But an exhibition in 'Am- 
sterdam shows hOw the 20th- 
centuzy Spanish cubist was 
inspired -by the 17th-century 
Dutch master and reinter- 
preted his. works in. dozens of 
sketchings and paintings. 

The exhibition, . “Picasso- 
Rembrandt-Picasso ’ ■ , runs 
until June 10 at the Rem- 
brandt. House, . a small 
museum in the Dutch artist T s 
home which bouses a perma- 
nent collection of his etchings. 

It shows Pablo-Picasso ’s fas- 
cination with Rembrandt's 
famous Night Watch arid his 
Biblical depictions of such 
scenes as Joseph fleeing from 
Potiphar’s wife and Batbsbe- 
ba bathing. . . 

" While artists, haye always 
borrowed imagery from the 


history of art, Picasso's 
appropriation of the work of 
others . is unprecedented in 
both method and scope," 

■ writes American art historian . 

' Janie ■ Cohen whose research 

inspired the f show. 

• Picasso sketched;- more 
. variations, of Rembrandt's 
work' than of any other artist 
and began an intense-study of 
'the master while recovering 
from majqr surgery in 1965 at 

■ the age of 84, she writes in 
the exhibition catalogue. 

From then until his death in 
1973, moustached, sword- 
melding musketeers in 17th- 

■ cen tury dress, inspired by 
Rembrandt dominated Picas- 

■ so's work, sometimes taking . 
.on the features of. his.. 
■favourite commedia i DeU i Arte 
■figures Harlequin and Pierrot. 

In all there are. about 60 
known paintings and drawings 
by Picasso based on Rem- 
brandt's work. 

■' The exhibition displays ab- 
out half of these, works, by 


Picasso alongside originals or 
reproductions of Rembrandt, 
giving visitors a rare' view of 
how one artistic genius viewed 
another across the expanse of; 
300 years. , 

Picasso was never too in- 
thmdated ■ try Reinbrandl to , 
refrain from being' playful. • '.. 

In his vezritm of the rivo 
central musketeers from- 
Night Watch, oneisconspi- 
cuously wearing a roller skate 
mid bis face beats traces Of 
Picasso’s cubist style. V : 

Picasso turns a happy Rem- 
brandt . self-portrait wifh his 
wife Saskia • into an. erotic ; 
sketch preserving Rem- 
brandt’s ; distinctive hat aruj. 
moustache but derobing 
Saskia, -. .. ' 

Picasso also made . a series 
oflSsketches based ooReizF. 
brahdt's ' 1654 masterpiece 
Bathsheba with King David 
which he probably -sawTre- 
quentlyat tbeLouvrein Paris. 

■ In' his version, Bathsheba 
takes on the features of Picas 


so's wife Jacqueline and - pe-- 
comes mote abstract in each y 
sketch, with the mulfi-fabet&J, 
back ' arid front “views ;£haf -T 
were Picasso's hallmark; \ . ■ 


of pensive anturipation 'in 
Rembrandt’s work i&carried- . 
into Picasso’s otherwise start-' 
linaiy different version. - V r 
Rembrandt's 1659 Jupjtef- 


of sketches of a sleeping 
■woman three centuries later v 
by Picasso in Which he -bla- • 
tantly experiments with Rem- 
brapdfs use of light. Ay- A 


. ^jRrcasso never actuallysaid ■ - - 
what was .fd>Out Reifibrmkk..-; 
that inspired him. - What's iiF.;i 
credible ' is how eagerxeitie- ■ 
one '>■ 

>wth an old masterJike Rem: ■ , 
brahdt;^. said assistant curator ■ ■ 
Marijke Holfrop who helped. - 
assemble the sbow. ’ s -0."‘ y 

_ fit .shows _tbe link betv feqji 
the old art arid the.new; " she “ r ... 
added. ':: - 


< Vi.- 




By fob Thomas 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES; (AP) — 
“Dick Tracy" the moyie opens 
in nearly 2,000 theaters on 
. June 15 amid a media Megab- 
litz that rivals last summer's 
Batman. 

But will Warren Beatty's 
film about the square-jawed 
fiatfoot with the yellow fedora 
match the $252-million 
domestic gross amassed by the 
caped crusader ? . 

fingers crossed, Walt Dis- 
ney co. is tossing a huge pre- 
miere at Disney World in flor- 
ida with 3,000 journalists ex- 
pected to attend. Following 
trailers that- have appeared in 
2,000 theaters since Christ- 
mas, TV commercials will be 
unleashed on the nation’s net- 
works. Merchandise, includ- 
ing Tracy's Wrist-watch radio , 
will Good the market. 

But skeptics point to some 
negatives. 

The comic strip Dick Tracy, 
once featured in 500 newspap- 
ers, now appears in 150 and is 
little known by today's young , 
moviegoing audience. What's 
worse, the young crowd hard- 
ly knows Beatty. 53, who has 
made only two films in nine 
years, the last being the quin- 
tessential bomb Ishtar . ' 

His other was the critically 
acclaimed Reds in 1981. He 
co-starred with Diane Keaton 
and received an Academy 
Award for Best Director. 

Another problem is that 
although Dick Tracy co-star 
Madonna may be a megastar 
in pop music , her last few 
movies . were megadisasters: ■ 
Shanghai Surprise and Who's 
That Girl. 

Nevertheless, Barrie 
Osborne, executive producer 
of Dick Tracy, takes an up- 
beat view. 

“The picture should attract 



Warmz Briat iy. 


a wide audience because if can 
be appreciated on different 
levels, * he said in an inter- 
view . ” “The younger audi- 
ence can enjoy the prosthetic 
characters (pruneface, flat- 
top, etc.), lots of action and 
beautiful co/our. And they 
certainly know Madonna 
“The older audience can 
appreciate the wit and the 
appearance of the film — 
Much of it was derived from 
post-expressionist paintings — 
a three penny opera ' - Bertolt 
Brecht look. ... And Warren 
can bring that audience as 
well." 

Disney plans to issue 
graphic novelisations — 
spruced-up comic books — of 
Dick Tracy to bring some sort 
of awareness to the movie and 
character. 

Dick Tracy was the creation 
of Chester Gould, who drew 
cartoons for Chicago papers. 
Originally entitled Plainc- 
lothes Tracy, the strip aboot a 
hawk-nosed, straight-arrow 
detective debuted in October 
1931 in the Detroit Mirror and 
New yoik Daily News. 

The comic strip featured 


blood , bullets and a menacing 
menagerie of villains with 
memorable names, fiattpp,- 
Flyface, Measles, Mumbles 
and more have- threatened die. 
intrepid two-fisted Tracy for. 
nearly 60 years . ... ' 

Tracy, bis sweetheart Tess 
Trueheart and his grotesque 
enemies became : American 
icons in the 1930s and ’ 40s 
Low-budget movies -and se- 
rials and a short-run TV series 
helped fuel the. country's fas - ; 
cination with. Gonld’s de-: 
nizens'of the underworld. A 
. Dick , Tracy, according to 
Beatty , bad its begumings m 
1977 wheripfodiicers ArtLiri 
sop and FtoydMptrvx bought' 
film rights. Thety fhade a deal ; 
wifhi paramount pictures , 
which enj^ed an^rsa/ ptc- 
tures to co-produce. Various 
packages were prtyosed, [in- 


'•i.. 


there was -a. nsd^ft jwsis the 
same red: pirimghoaL the 
same green, eici lt iqtik stand " - 
y itonviridng wbea (cinematog- 
. rapber) Yitforio Stormri and ; 

■. (pTO'dticfipd^ designer ) . 
Rich ard Sy lbeH came on . - 
board. **■? -.irM . / - •' 

. ’ . At major a ttraction of Dick 
Tracy' J hr the .appeaiance 'bf ' 
well-known stars in wild 
makeups* Osbomp believes. - 
They go unbilled, but their 
' identified are an ■ open secret: . 
Aj Pacmo iis -mofr boss Big . 
BoyX^noeiDustioHo&man 
as Mumbles, James Cadn as 

-• = ■ 

' *. Ampng tbose who arc hil- 


ckjef Btandon; WBliam ' 
'drsytbe/fl^op; Dick Van - 
Dyke-^the district attorney; 



AS Pawabtto 



eluding projects with directors 
Steven Spielberg, John Land- 
is. Richard Benjamin and 
Walter Hill, and stars Harri- 
son Ford, Clint Eastwood, 
Richard Gere, Tom SeOeck 
and Mel Gibson. 

Beatty became involved in 
1983, but Paramount re- 
portedly balked at ■ his pay 
demands. Five years ■ later, 
Michael Eisner and Jeff Kat- 
zenberg had moved from Pa- 
ramount to Disney, and they 
revived Tracy with Beatty, 
adding certain fiscal res- 
traints. : - 

No one at Disney is saying 
bow much Dick Tracy cost, 
Reports range from $23. mil- 
lion to $30 million, consider- 
ably less than other summer 
epics such as Total Recall, 
Die Hard 2 and Days of 
Thunder. -■■••• 

“It was a modestly 
budgeted film , ” insists execu- 
tive producer Osborne, a- 
veteran of soch. bloated 
budgets as Apocalypse' Now 
and the Cotton Club, both 
made Franos Coppola. 

Osborne, 46, had not work- 
ed previously with Beatty, but 
he soon learned how the pro- 
ducer-director-star operated . ' 

“Warren acts as a conduc - 
tor," said Osborne. u He is 
very. collaborative, likes to get 
people together arid listen to 
their ideas. Then he selects 
what he wants." 

“The look of the film was' 
Ms-\ idea.* He wanted . to : 
achieve the same quality of •- 
the Sunday comic strip. When 


Paul Sorvino , ' Zaps ' Manlis; 1 
Estelle Parsons, Mrs:' 
TruehearL _ 

■Beatty considered . several - 
actresses for- the role of the 
seductive moll^ Breathless 
Mahoney, before deciding on ~ 
his close friend Madonna , \ 
who argued -that the cole was =. 
similar to ■ her . own • onstage 
persona. : - 1 . 

' Madonna ’s biggest chi/- 
lenge, she says in publicity 
material, was singing the five 
Stephen sqndhim s ongs ? "Jt .. 

. w^as . a great learning expert- : .:J. 
mice for me because, when I • 
first beard the music I pamdr 
ed-. “I can ’t ■ sing these songs, .* 
they're . too difficult?.! ***** 

But Stephen was very help- - • - 
ful and generous and gave me 
a lot of eh cootagement.-Tfihy:- 
are great songs. I wish I could 
wnte ^songs.. like .thatS"- ■>•---• 
fteattyV challenger- says - 
trsDome, * was dire cting ' -the . ' 
■actor Warren- Realty ? ^War-~ 
rep was able to w^ptch a video ~- 
playback after each scene but . . 
mostly be : relied o/h tbe reae- • 
bon of people arimod the ' ? 
camera. Like: Richard (Sy! 
oert) and Vittorio fStoraroji? : • ’>. 

^ I f ck J T rac y ^ teketf be-- 
fore audiences away from ma- 
jor fihn centres m 


ana the reaction was ^ercat:**' ^ v " 

said Oshonie- yy 

? made to tfgMeh the jHm • - 

its 

11 that ^ 


time 
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a better environmental 
The solid waste crisis 


By lyad Joama’ Hammad 


•AT lTO JBASTERN borders 
,ofAflxman» theGreater Am- 
mm MmiiHpl fVmyw^ l pf an t. 



. aiteafter the oldone was total- 
ly filled. The site' chosen -was a 

- huge prtwfnch ttsed to be an 

phosphate dune. Not too 
.'■ wag after the opened 

to receiver the wastes of Aro- 
: unw~~anfl.tovexaT other neigh- 
bourin g cities and towns, a 
. strong public opposition to the 
sit^Was activated by the bad 
odor befieved toi be' emanating 
form it - V , : . 

‘ .'The conflict between the 
mun i ci pality and the local resi- 
dents reached a peak last 
month. However, the monies* 
pjdity has promised toconsader 

- moving the landfill to another 
location if it was pr oven that' it 
s the soorce of odor. . 

Amman is not. alone in fac- 
ing such a problem. Virtually 
every mayor city in the world is 
feeing the same question. We 
m Jordan, ns wdl as the rest of 
tto world, were, busy for de- 
cades enjoying the bounties of 
modem industry which, since 
the tom of this century, never 
stopped increasing in volume, 
diversity oar complexity. 


Hie easiest and cheapest 
method of disposal of our 
waste was, and still is in most 
. ' cases, the land burial. 

• Hie inevitable moment of 
truth had to come. Toxic leak- 
age started to ooze out and 
pollute soil, streams and 
.ground: water.* Badly needed 
water was rendered inadequate 
for human consumption by the 
deadly leakage. - 
- . Better than giving sugges- 
tions to help the municipality 
, erf Amman solve its solid waste 
problem, we should rather 
look at an example of a coun- 
try whose environment had 
.suffered a great deal from its 
industrial development, but, 
which found in its people and 
government enough deter- 
mination to dean and restore 
every bit of the environment 
that was contaminated. 

Our example is the United 
States of America where the 
animal solid waste production 
is estimated to be 4.4 bilKon 
tonnes, of which 230 million 
tonnes are residential, 140 mil- 
lion tonnes industrial and 640 
million tonnes agricultural. 
The rest comes from the min- 
ing and animal industry. This 


total, however, is expected to 
reach 12 Union by the year 
2000. 

On a per capita basis, the 
U.S. outruns most of tire in- 
dustrial nations. The 
solid waste production in the 
U.S. is 3600 lb/capita/year 
while in Japan it is 800 lbs and 
in West Germany it'is 500 lbs. 

To tackle this problem two 
goals were set. The fust was to 
minimise toxicity and possibly 
eliminate it, and the second to 
sharply reduce volume. 

To achieve the first goal, 
several acts and regulations 
were enacted by the U.S. Con- 
gress. One of the more disting- 
uished acts enacted was “The 
Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act” (RCRA). 
RCRA contained three main 
elements which are: 

— Description of the types 
of hazardous wastes that are 
allowed to be disposed of in- 
land. 

— Setting of safety stan- 
dards to prevent spilling or 
leaking and containment proc- 
edures in case of accidental 
spillage. 

— Provision for a tracking 
mechanism for disposed hazar- 
dous waste by requiring each 
industry to keep manife sts for 


its wastes that keep track of it 
from minute it leaves the plant 
until it is permanently stored in 
the disposal site. 

The other major hazardous 
waste regulation was “The 
Comprehensive Environmen- 
tal Response jnd Liability 
Act” (CERC _- i .) which is co- 
mmonly referred to as the . So- 
periund. CERCLA was enacted 
to provide funds to clean 
hazardous waste sites in which 
poDution had already occurred 
or it is very likely that it will. 

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has 
prepared a fist of such sites 
called the National Priority 
List that contained over 2,000 
sites. CERCLA, however, 
gives EPA the right to recover 
its costs from every party that 
contributed to the contamina- 
tion of the site including past 
and present owners, the gener- 
ators of the waste and the 
transporters. 

The second goal in die U.S. 
solid waste policy was to mini- 
mise volume. Attention is cur- 
rently focused on recycling. It 
is surprising to know that over 
40 per cent of the volume of 
solid waste in the U.S. is paper 
products and 10 per cent glass 
and 4 per cent plastics. Paper, 


glass and plastic are very good 
candidates for recycling to 
their high market value. Re- 
cycling is currently done on a 
voluntary basis. However, 
some states, such as Connecti- 
cut, are planning to malrs it 
mandatory wi thin the near fu- 
ture. 

Another method of volume 
reduction that is also being 
practised besides recycling, is 
waste-to- energy plants. The 
waste is basically incinerated 
and the generated heat is used 
to boil water and generate 
steam which is used to produce 
electric power. 

One last point about the 
U.S. environmental policy is 
that every citizen is given the 
right to sue anybody who 
causes contamination of the 
environment and any gov- 
ernmental agency that fails to 
implement any environmental 
ordinance. This provision in 
the U.S. environmental law 
indicates the sincerity of the 
American people and their 
government about preserva- 
tion and rehabilitation of the 
U.S. environment and they are 
indeed an example to learn 
from. 

We only meant by bringing 
up this example to show that 



The writer is an environmental 
engineer who works for die 
Greater Amman Municipality. 
He obtained his Masters Degree 
from New Haven University in 
Connecticut and his B.A. from 
Syracuse University, N.Y. 


relocating the new landfill to 
avoid public opposition is not a 
solution. 

We will fill the new rite just 
as we did with the previous one 
and sooner or later we wOl run 
out of land, that of course 
being reltively dose. All of us 
know how scarce water is and 
that most of it. if not all. is 
ground water, and whether we 
like it or not, the poisonous 
juice of the piled refuse will 
surely find its way to this very 
precious commodity. 


Jordan welcomes warning 


. (Confined flam page 1) 

- occ up ied territories but also the sur- 
.rouuifing countries -r- Jordan, Syria 
i ndldasoa .-- in the hmnfaaa few 
and other Arab countries at. a bier 
■' stagey fife official sahL 

“We do not see die enrigntioo 
process... (where emigres) are not 
aOowd to choore (their destination) 
and arc channelled and directed... as 
part of human rights,” the official 
and. “(Hie emigres) end np in the 
Kenimries of ihe Palestinian people 
and uproot fife Palestinians from their 
land.” • -.'••• 

'• “People are gong to be evicted and 

• bud h gpm% to be confiscated,” he 

■ said*' “These arc the two. dements . 
a _ (which undermine) the peace process 
(wH&bbnaed on) lmrfm earehange 
far peace sod the rightof the people 
to thee - future.” 

rdhntfe^oBtiddMaitdiatk 
being faqectedtomeate more matabil- 
. ity and a rfisastor ndher tim bringing 
. about peac^”'Jbsjddod.i- .. 

-Furthermore, in. flight : & the. 
. dafegto -w . Eastern Europe .and the , 
Soviet UnkM wtnch hire efimmated 
themra^ 

: hfrkfle. East; ' bad, " which used to 
•‘■df’ ifaeff at die protector afWeat- 
7-«miaterest5 injhe rcjpoa. is now 
seeking a"acw rote for itself’ and ■ 
.-puadrf-ft fo the U&, accor din g to 
> -v 

• ' . One trf the toob used by bred 

• jfoto^'adik^uig ha goal is the per* 

* edred threafcm “the gro w ing Mamie 
:;fifctdaaKaza&m pofafed Islam,” 

X tfce^frfBtid arid. .. 7 ' " 
^T^bredLwmita to build on tbefradk 
: Tjtitfef^wtoChriiflre firs agaum the 

■ i Tareto tolWc, -frad toaL sfien fatam’... 

*_ wfeefa e xn a oatrd from Iran and Per-- 

.' a f nplMialfain " he'srid. 

ShuraWKOady; 'the official * arid, 

■ bad & playing a major role in the 
; cam p ai gn agriast Iraq, which, in Ins 
7'-*a*dC ^s comributed positively to 

^ jfeatoty.lnd rtatoflity in the Middle 
: «N***£ eatfing its war with Iran in 


He cited as enwmp l eB that Iraq has 
cacoure g ed Palestinian mo de ration 
, as ’reflected to BigbdKfbjapfiort for the 
TLCft peace strategy, which was reaf- 
-finned sit last month's Arab summit, 
'IriMj^poritive response to ArabcaSlft 
. for. afaaentioo from supporting rival 
.'factions- in Lebanon., despite . Ireafan • 
influence ra the war-ravaged coontry, 
and foe peace, app roaches that the 


Iraqi leadership has initiated towards 

Ifm 

The official said it was not Iraq’s 
pos se ssion of cbenacal weapons that 
was fr i gh t eni n g farad. “For tfe first 
time they (bred) hare awakened to 
ihe fact that an Arab state could 
itself through eight years of 
war. This is something dstnxtnng for 
farad.” 

At the «n« time, the nttWni con- 
ceded that “ex tremism in the region is 
developing m a rapid way due to the 
added frustration over the peace pro- 

tfa itwy f hutnitinn «wng ■ 

a basic gfimmer of hope for peace... 
when the land is usurped and the 
process of squeezing people' from 
their, land is eontinning.... t hr o u gh 
economic strang l ing and taring peo- 
ple out.” 

“We don’t honestly think that the 
breefis win be amenable to common 
sense without -baric international in- 
.floence and mpu," he said. “The 
most important in thfa international 
output wifl be position of the. U.S. 
The PalestHnam bare acqu idsed th^ 
roles of tie game as defined by tie 
U.S; and all Arabs have- supported 
' the poritire position.” 

By the sane token, tie official 
and, any break-off of the U.S.-PLO 
dialogue would only result in farther 
oUieuiism in the region. The ILS. 
ttawgt its dialogue with the PLO, 
has kept the situation less violent so 
. far, tie official said. “What is the 
alternative” to the dialogue? be 

_ According to the official, Jordan 
betimes that Arab ofl shook! be used 
positively to mfiaencc and win friends 
rather than creating “crises” with 
co u ntrie s w hi c h already support the 
Arab position in the Middle East 
'conflict. 

“Our experience since 1973 (when 
Arab s tates i m p o sed an oO embargo 

on countries which backed Israel) has 
shown that we created an image that 
is nor conducive to peace and secur- 
ity,” arid the offidaL “If you want to 
create a criris now it will not get us 
any closer to peace,” added the offi- 
cial. 

The official was a nsw eri ng a ques- 
tion whether the resaiutioos adopted 
by the Baghdad s ummit meant tint 
the Arab Bates would use ml as a 
weapon to press u re countries which 
support and help Soviet Jewish 
emi g r ati on to fared. 


Menem’s fairy tale marriage 
turns into ‘grotesque’ war 


By Ed Mccnlkmgh 

Associated press writer 

BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTI- 
NA — The marriage of President 
Carlos Menem and his wife Znle- 
ma had the trappings of a fairy 
tale. 

Children of Syrian immigrants 
they met during a visit to the old 
country, married after a whirl- 
wind courtship and raised a son 
and daughter whfle Menem’s 
political star took him from a jafi 
’cell to a governor’s mansion to 
the presidency. 

Now, as they arc on the verge 
of a very public break-up, their 
actions are the stuff of soap 
operas. 

Mis. Menem denounces the 
father of her children as a 
“womanizer” and blasts bis social 
policies are inhuman, his econo- 
mic plan as doomed and his staff 
as corrupt. 

After complaining earlier this 
year that telephones at the pres- 
idential residence were tapped, 
Mrs. Menem walked out. Last 
month, Menem did the same and 
has since slept in government 
offices and the apartments of 
-friends. 

Magazines and newspapers 
have reveled in juicy facts and 
rumour splashed on covers and 
front pagps. 

Menem is laying legal ground- 
work to boot Mrs. Menem from 
the residence if she won’t leave 
on her own. 

Hie whole affair is “grotes- 
que,” says Menem, 59. He usual- 
ly refuses to comment on de- 
velopments, but said “I don’t 
know whether to get mad or 
laugh” when asked about her 
Haim he has been “kidnapped” 
by his aides. 

Mrs. Menem, 46, declined 


through her press secretary to be 
interviewed on the subject. 

Residents of this nominally Ro- 
man n»thnKr- nation seem intri- 
gued but hardly scandalized by 
the marital feud. Menem-watch- 
eis say it hasn’t affected his poli- 
cies, public image or relations 
with the church. 

“Everyone knows their last re- 
conciliation was a political act to 
help him win the election” in May 
1989, said Ndberto Fernandez, 
editor of the celebrity magazine 
“La Revista.” 

“It’s not a political ‘proMem* 
for him,” said Pollster Manuel 
Mora Y Araujo. “That’s what she 
would like it to be, but so far she 
hasn’t been successful in making 
it one.” 

The Menems have had a stor- 
my relationship for years. Both 
are ambitions, determined, 
qnick-tongued and hot-tempered. 

An avid sportsman who races 
speedboats and rally cars, 
Menem has made no secret of Ins 
attraction to other women. Mrs. 
Menem, a striking blonde, had 
been linked with other men 

By some accounts, their mar- 
riage in Oct. 1966 was arranged 
by their Muslim parents. Menem 
was reported to have been in love 
with a young divorcee he con- 
tinned to see for years after the 
wedding. 

Following the March 1976 coup 
that toppled President Isabel 
Peron, Menem, a provincial gov- 
ernor and leading member of the 
populist peromst party, was jailed 
for three years, then put under 
house arrest. 

The couple did not Get 
together immediately after his 
release. When they did, they split 
up again in 1984. A second recon- 
ciliation, at the urging of Papal 
Nando Ubaldo Caiabresi, came 
four years later on the eve of a 


Carlos Menem 

crucial primary election. 

Politics, not love, seems at the 
heart of their conflict. 

“She wants a formal political 
position and he refuses to give 
her one,” said a Peronist official, 
who commented on condition his 
name not be disclosed. 

During the election campaign, 
the first lady-to-be tried to evoke 
comparisons with Evita, the wife 
of Juan Peron who helped him 
win election as president in 1946 
and endeared herself to millions 
of poor Argentines with her char- 
itable works. Menem did not 
belp-tbe effort flopped. 

*T support Carlos Menem, but 
I want people to know I’m not 
here just as a symbol. Tm going 
to act. I’m going to do things. I’m 
going to work,” she said during 
the campaign. 

Mis. Menem, a Muslim, has 
hinted her husband’s conversion 





Egypt pledges to help Lebanon j 


(Continued from page 1) 
DCM, has been escorting ambas- 
sador McCarthy in Cairo,” Ms. 
Wahba said. ’’Ambassador 
McCarthy did have a meeting 
with President Hrawi, but Ryan 
Crocker did not meet Hrawi with 
him.” She did not say what Hrawi 
and McCarthy talked about. 

Hie United States has had no 
ambassador in Lebanon since last 
September because of continuing 
warfare in Beirut. McCarthy fives 
in Washington. 

“Egypt can play a role in Leba- 
non because of the two countries’ 
close historical relations...,” Baz, 
Mubarak's chief political advisor, 
told reporters after the presiden- 
tial meeting. “Egypt can use its 
role in the Arab World and its 
international position in the in- 
terest of the Lebanese issue.” 

He said Egypt supports 
Lebanese legitimacy and conso- 
lidation of Hrawi ’s governmental 
authority over the country, based 
on an agreement reached among 
Lebanese leaders in Taif, Saudi 
Arabia. 

In remarks distributed by the 
Middle East News Agency, Baz 


said Hrawi and Mubarak discus- 
sed Egyptian military help for the 
Lebanese army. He refused to 
give details, but said tHe 
Lebanese side “will be satisfied 
with results of the current discus- 
sion.” 

Hrawi told reporters accorq- 
panying him on his plane T ues3ay 
that be would request Egyptian 
weapons to “help revive" Ihe 
Lebanese army. He also saidjae 
would seek Egypt's help in restor- 
ing sovereignty over South Leba- 
non. ’’ 

Egypt will contact the 'United 
States, Israel and other countries 
about that issue, Baz said. 

’’Unfortunately, there is^tto 
Arab nor non-Arab state which 
can force Israel to take a certain 
path,” Baz said. 

But “Egypt will hold badT.'no 
effort... especially with the TJfi- 
ited States, which carries a'iiiig 
responsibility for what is going" bn 
in the region,” Baz said. - " 
Lebanese Prime Minister Satan 
A1 Hoss accompanied Hrawi on 
his official visit, the first stop qp a 
trip that will take them aiso^to 
Libya and Tunisia. 


to Catholicism — the state religion 
to which all presidents must 
adhere — was something less than 
an act of faith. 

During the 1 1 months of 
Menem's presidency, Mrs. 
Menem has raised funds for 
schools and hospitals. But while 
her sister and cousin have been 
appointed to high posts, she has 
not. 

Asked whether Mis. Menem’s 
connections with Labour Leader 
Saul Ubaldini, retired army rebel 
Colonel Mohammad Ali Seineldin 
and other influential critics of her 
husband eventually might force 
Menem to see things her way, the 
Peronist official said : 

“Not at alL It’s not just that 
Menem has stood up to tougher 
opponents as much as he never 
’gives’ anything to anybody. 
Sometimes, be seems to. With 
her, he’s not even pretending.” 


The International Community School TmZ 

The British Curriculum School in Amman r.'- 
Nursery Class ^ 

The I.C.S. is now taking registrations for children aged between 2 
3-4 years who wish to begin our nursery class in September this; 
year. y- 

Class takes place between 7.45 and 12.30 Sunday to Thursday 
inclusive. All instruction is in English. The children follow^ 
carefully thought out and planned curriculum which will give, 
them foe basic skills and concepts necessary to begin format 
schooling the following year. ^ 

A bus service is available to most areas of Amman. 

Fees - JD 200 per term (3 terms per year). There is a registration 
fee of JD 50. However this is deducted from the first term's fees? 
For further Information please telephone the Schtiqf 
Secretary on 841070. You are more than welcome MS 
come and have a look around before making your find! 
decision. During July and August the School officer 
open between 9 and 12 every Monday. — 


Vacancy for a Jordanian 
in Abu Dhabi 
Oilfield Trading Company 

Expansion of Oilfield and Instrumentation Divi- 
sions necessitates the employment of a Gradu- 
ate with the following qualifications and expert 
ence: ^ 

A. University Degree in Mechanical Engineering;' 

B. Fluent in Arabic and English. 

C. Holder of a valid driving licence. :-j 

D. Age 25-35 years. - 

E. Ability to source a wide variety of Piping Class 

Materials used in oil industry i.e. Flanges; 
Gaskets, Fittings, Stndbolts, etc. and/or ex? 
perience in instruments. ± 

The successful candidate will be mobile and 
able to work independently. He will be a self 
motivated individual intent on developing a 
worthwhile career in the Abu Dhabi branch of i 
leading oilfield supply company. j 

Interested candidates should respond with 4 
brief letter addressed to: 

The Regional Manager (M.E.) I 

P.O. Box 3361 : 

Amman -Jordan j. 

explaining how their ■ application meets the jots 
specifications. • | 

Copies of scholastic documents or references ar4 
NOT required at this stage; these will have to be 
produced only if the applicant is -invited for interview. 1 ' 












— Tbefhstlbert 
CMimm Restaurant 
in Jordan 

tsiQr^JabaJ Amman, near 
? AhByyafi6kts School 


; 1 1 & . f. rr , r.rr: < < ■ 

[7 ff * ■' T 



■ CROWN . .. . 
. JNT*L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


gm 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisme in Amman. 
Chnese flaming pot is available 


Open daily 12:00- 15-30 

1W-2330 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 


.Amman, Jordan . 

Tel: 661922 


The First Class Hotel in 
1 Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAI’OTEL 

|UJ«|I|I= 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Excatriates and 
Businessmen 


RTTTO1 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket ' 

Mongolian Ifeftwque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily; 12:00 - 3:30 

' ■ • ■ p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional . Quality in 
1 'Hoar ‘ServWr : ' ' 

Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and gec- 

* JUMBO photo 






EASTERN 


DOOR -TO-DOOfi SERVICES. 

NTERNAIIONAL FORWWDWG. 

AIR & SEA FREIGHT. 

TEL 621 TO FAX . 656 270 , 
^TLX 23 0 23 POB 815408^ 

AMMAN- JORDAN . 


Lj / 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
•' available 

Open Daily 12J0-330 pm 
7. 30 -n .30 pm 

After tfm Philadelphia Hotel 
towards 3tocircte 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


o Here 
Now 


The Minaret 

REAL ESTATE 


YOUR FIRST CHOICE IN 
SEARCHING FOR A 
PROPERTY 


JustCafl Us 

Sales Dept. 833479 
Rental Dept.833478 


For the best 
for your g| 
MONEY... 

ADVERTISE If 
in the 


iH 
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Francois Mitterrand 


rattle 

French 

markets 

By Alan Raybould 

Renter 

PARIS — French financiers and 
investors are jittery that capital 
gains taxes might be raised after a 
tdngh speech by President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand about wealth 
from speculation which hit stock 
markets and the franc. 

; Senior ministers lined up to 
echo Mitterrand’s worries about 
sbdal inequalities in France, car- 
rying the implicit threat of a crack 
down on what he called “purely 
speculative gains." 

: “Today, you can get rich while 
you're asleep.” Mitterrand said 
last Tuesday, contrasting the easy 
money to be made from property 
ind share speculation to the 
plight of the low-paid. 

: The stock market reacted 
quickly — in the three days after 
Mitterrand's speech, the CAC-40 
index of leading shares fell almost 
two per cent. 

.. : The storm also weakened the 
fxanc, which has been vulnerable 
ever since a narrowly-defeated 
no-confidence motion under- 
mined the government in early 
May, and the currency’s weak- 
ness led to speculation about a 
rise in interest rates. 

Mitterrand and Finance Minis- 
ter Pierre Beregovoy appeared to 
single dot property speculation as 
the main area of concern. 

But an official at the French 
Employers' Organisation, the 
CNPF, said the business and 
financial communities were wor- 
ried about a rise in the tax rate 
son all types of capital gains. 

. “The Socialist deputies (mem- 
bers of parliament) claim firms 
dabble too much in financial op- 
erations. What they seem to be 
complaining about is that com- 
panies are investing their liquid 
funds in things that give better 
and better returns,” she said. 

: “These gains, most of the time, 
come from funds that are waiting 
.to be put to some use. It's quite 
pormal to invest them somewhere 
in the meantime,” she added. 

. Gains made by companies — 
on property investments, or on 
Securities or other financial trans- 
actions — are currently taxed at 
;19 per cent, raised from 16 per 
tent last year but still much lower 
[than the 37 per cent on reinvested 
-profits. 

i One possibility — which, Bere- 
jgovoy called “not a bad idea” — 
■is that these two rates could 
■gradually be brought closer 
ftogether and then fixed at the 
■same level of 33 per cent. 

I The CNPF has been lobbying 
:for the rate on reinvested profits 
;to be lowered to 33 per cent in the 
• 1991 budget. It is opposed to any 
: increase in the rate paid on capit- 

■ al gains. 

j Beregpvoy said be would not 
] be making decisions in the heat of 
; the moment, and finance ministry 

■ officials were surprised at the 
! reaction to Mitterrand's words, 
■when it had been known for 
| months that a reform of the tax 
: system was under study. 

: But the financial markets are 

■ worried that Mitterrand could be 

■ trying to revive his sagging popo- 
i larity in opinion polls by pushing 

through measures to show the 
- Socialists' “caring face.” 
i A rift has been evident for 
; many months between Socialist 
: deputies and the government 
: over its management of the eco- 
i norny, and the emphasis put on 
\ austerity at the expense of soda! 

: projects, fa'ke measures to cut the 
; unemployment lines. 

| Pressure on the government 
: coukl be increased in the next few 
j days by Socialist deputies drafting 
""a bill to place limits on the type of 
profits attacked by Mitterrand, 
party officials said. 

The government is also due'to 
announce soon a rise in the mini- 
mum wage. It is now widely 
expected .that this will be in- 
creased by more than the 3.2 per 
cent inflation rate. 

That could cause a further set- 
back to financial markets — a big 
rise co old force up wages across, 
industry and threaten France’s 
success in bolding down costs, 
which has played a major p art in 
the economic recovery since the 
mid-1980s. 




Analysts predict dramatic price 
plunge if OPEC does not act fast 


SINGAPORE (Agencies) — 
Middle East crude oil prices 
could crash to S10 a barrel 
unless the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) acts fast to stop . a 
spiral of price cuts as producers 
try to sell into a glutted mar- 
ket, oil experts said Wednes- 
day. 

“It's happened before and it 
can happen again,” . said a 
European oil company trader 
based here. “Only an 
emergency OPEC meeting can 
bold the market up now.” 

Concern is mounting that 
other large Middle East pro- 
ducers will cut their prices fol- 
io winig Saudi Arabia's deci- 
sion to lower their oil prices for 
customers worldwide. 

News that Saudi Arabia had 
cut up to 70 cents off its July 
price formulas sent oil prices 
spinning downwards Tuesday. 

The value of a barrel of the 
Mideast benchmark crude. 


from Dubai, has dropped to 
$13.20 from more than $14 at 
the beginning of this week. 

Key U.S. crude, west Texas 
intermediate (WTI), shed 
$0.46 as news of Saudi price 
cuts followed hot on the heels 
oF reports of continued high 
OPEC output. 

American Petroleum Insti- 
tute reports late Tuesday of a 
further rise in U.S. oil stocks, 
already at an eight-year high, 
slashed another $0-40 off WTI 
pries. July delivery WTI is now 
trading around $16.28. 

Britain’s internationally 
traded bread blend crude is 
currently quoted at around 
$15.40 a barrel, a dollar below 
its value Monday. 

Attention is now focusing on 
third quarter price talks be- 
tween Kuwait and its Japanese 
term customers which are sche- 
duled to start next week. 

Kuwait produces a s imil ar 


crude to Saudi Arabia's Ara- 
bian medium grade which the 
kingdom has reduced by $0.70 
a barrel for Jnly shipments to 
Far East buyers. 

Iran is also due to discuss its 
third quarter term' prices with 
Japanese customers this 
mouth. 

Dubai prices fell to $6.95 a 
barrel in 1986 when a fight for 
market share resulted in an 
OPEC price war. Brent prices 
dropped below $10. 

Oil analysts say the 13 
OPEC ministers should meet 
before the scheduled dare of 
July 25 to prevent a repetition 
of 1986. 

‘The OPEC meeting is too 
far away," said the European 
company trader. “They never 
do anything but the market 
always psychologically reacts.” 

At an emergency round of 
talks in early May, OPEC 
ministers agreed to limi t out- 


UAE firms post profits 
but stocks index falls 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates' (UAE) unofficial 
stocks index dropped several 
points in May despite a series of 
record profits announcements, 
local brokers said. 

“Supply has laigely exceeded 
demand and as a 'result prices of 
shares of major banks and com- 
panies declined,” said Adnan Al 
Sarraf, bead of share dealing at 
the National Investment and 
Securities Corporation (NIS- 
CORP). 

The National Bank of Abu. 
Dhabi (NBAD), which compiles 
an index of 22 of the biggest 
banks and firms in the country, 
said the index dropped to 
1,369.78 points on May 28 from 
1,377.15 on May 1. It stood at 
1,421.98 at the beginning of 1990. 

“The rise in supply was be- 
cause some investors wanted to 
take advantage of recently higher 
share prices and others needed 
liquidity for some projects," Sar- 
raf added. 

NBAD Senior Manager Ziad 


Dabbas said the first few months 
of the year, when major firms are 
announcing their annual results, 
were always the busiest on the 
telephone-traded market. He ex- 
pected turnover and prices to 
stabilise later. 

The UAE market, like other 
stock markets and ex change s in 
the Gulf, faces possible change. 

Some brokers and officials are 
pushing for an official market and 
urging that foreigners be allowed 
to invest to improve turnover and 
hqnidity. At present only UAE 
nationals can^ invest * 

Over the mouth, shares in the 
UAE’s biggest company, tele- 
communications firm ETISA- 
LAT, fell slightly to 580 dirhams 
($158.5) from 582 ($158). 

NBAD shares dropped to 255 
($69.4) from 270 ($73.5), Nation- 
al Bank of Dubai (NBD) stock 
fell to 561 ($152.8) from 565 
($153.9) while Abn Dhabi 
National Insurance Company 
(ADNIC) dipped to 535 ($145.7) 


from 560 dirhams ($152.5). 

All four firms bad announced 
record profits for 1989. Some of 
the decline in their share price 
was attributed to ex-dividend 
trading. 

The four firms together 
account for around 30 per cent of 
the market capitalisation of the 
67 companies that have their 
shares traded, which totals 14 
billion dirham* ($3.8 billion). 

The government owns around 
four billion dirhams ($1.1 billion) 
of shares in th e companies and 
has - often said ft does not intend 
to sell them. 

Large state hodings in all Gulf 
states have been riled as stifling 
greater turnover and investor in- 
terest in the fledgling markets. 

In the UAE many other inves- 
tors also tend to be long-term 
holders, which keeps turnover 
low at an average 500,000 
dirhams ($136,000) a day. 
Kuwait’s average turnover is 
around $10 million a day. 


Poland seeks Western help 
to transform banking system 


LONDON (R) — Poland has 
invited 16 of the West’s top bank- 
es to Warsaw to discuss bow to 
transform the nation’s creaking 
banking system and bury the 
legacy of Communist Party cen- 
tral control. 

Sir William Ryrie, head of the 
International Finance Corpora- 
tion (EFC) which is organising the 
meeting, said Poland wanted to' 
tap Western expertise to revital- 
ise a network of nine banks freed 
from the control of the Warsaw 
central bank. 

“The Poles know these are not 
really proper commercial banks 
and that they are very much run 
by old party men,” Ryrie told 
Reuters in an interview. “They 
want the system modernised.'’ 

The IFC, a Washington-based 
affiliate of the World Bank de- 
signed to promote private invest- 
ment in developing nations, last 
year launched a drive to help the 
emerging new democracies of 
Eastern Europe, concentrating 
efforts on Poland and Hungary. 

Ryrie said the June 30 talks in 
Warsaw, organised after a re- 
quest from Finance Minister Les- 
zek Balcerowicz, would be 
chaired by Paul Yakker, former 
chairman of the U.S. Federal 


Reserve and now in the invest- 
ment banking sector. Top bank- 
ers from North America and 
Europe would accompany him. 

Creation of a Western-style 
banking system is a central pillar 
of the Solidarity-led govern- 
ment's shock therapy to switch 
the economy from Communist 
central planning to the Western 
ideal of a free market. 

Before World War Q, Poland 
had 17,000 banks but under four 
decades of Communism the few 
that survived the devastation of 
Nazi occupation were brought 
under state control. 

The nine regional branches of 
the central bank have recently 
been hived off as die nucleus of a 
commercial system but Western 
bankers say they suffer from out- 
dated technology and are still 
steeped in the era of central 
planning. 

Balcerowicz has gathered a 
group of top advisers around him 
at the Finance Ministry, including 
academics from the West, and 
IFC experts have been helping 
the government of Prime Minis- 
ter Tadeusz Mazowiedti draw np 
legislation on company privatisa- 
tion. 

Ryrie, who wass in London to 


sign a $300 million borrowing on 
the international bond market, 
warned, however, that the IFCs 
activities could be severely cur- 
tailed if shareholder nations 
failed to approve a capital in- 
crease. 

Ryrie, the IFCs executive rice 
president, has called for a doubl- 
ing of the agency's $1.3 biltion 
capital. Although some Euro- 
pean nations are enthusiastic ab- 
out an increase to help support 
East European economies, 
Washington has been sceptical. 

Ryrie said the IFC, where new 
investment expanded rapidly at 
an annual rate of 25 per cent 
between 1985 and 1989, will have 
to cut growth substantially in its 
new business year starting on July 
1 to just* five per cent. 

That would compare to 14 per 
cent in the current year just en- 
ding but Ryrie said be was hopeful 
that a capital increase would' be 
approved in the coining 12 
months allowing the rate of new 
investment to pick up and recoup 
some of the lost growth. 

“I would be very disappointed 1 
if we didn't have a capital in- 
crease by July 1 new year,” be 
said. 


Advertising slump slashes 
Saatchi annual profits 


LONDON (R) — Saatchi and 
Saatchi, once the world's biggest 
advertising agency, reported a 27 
per cent fell in first half profit and 
said it would pay no interim 
dividend. 

Saatchi's £14.4 million ($24.2 
million) pre-tax profit for the six 
months to March 31, was in line 
with analysts’ forecasts if a £2.4 
million ($4 million) gain from 
selling parts of a corporate art 
collection is excluded. 

Its shares were np six pence 
($0.10) in London at the dose at 
£1.07 ($1.80). The suspension of 
an interim dividend had been 
widely expected by the market. 

Saatchi reported the profit 
slump despite an 18 per cent rise 
in turnover to £2.43 billion ($4.1 
billion). 

A downturn in world advertis- 
ing swept Saatchi and Saatchi 
Company PLC off a decade-long 


wave of success which started 
with a publicity campaign that 
helped British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher to power in 
the 1979 general election. 

Founded by brothers Maurice 
and Charles Saatchi, the com- 
pany became the world's biggest 
advertising agency in 1986 when 
It acquired the Ted Bates group 
of the United States. 

It was ousted from premier 
position in 1989 by WPP group, 
headed, ironically, by former 
Saatchi employee Martin Sorrell. 

More than 800 jobs have been 
cut at Saatchi and several direc- 
tors have left, while the founding 
brothers have taken a back seat 
following the appointment of 
Robert Ixrais-Dnsyfus as chief 
executive last autumn. 

The restructuring of the group 
was reflected in another, 
announcement Tuesday in which 


Saatchi said it had agreed, in a 
deal worth $80 million, to sell its 
Hay group management consul- 
tancy in the U.S. to a group made 
up of Hay group management 
and institutional investors. 

Saatchi is trying to unravel an 
extensive diversification into con- 
sultancy begun in 1984 which 
turned out badly. 

In its communications division, 
which covers advertising in- 
terests, Saatchi said performance 
was good with a 17 per cent 
growth in revenue. But it added 
that these figures were flattered 
by factors including favourable 
currency movements. 

Saatchi said it had retained and 
added to its client base, though a 
number of efients had cut spend- 
ing. The company said the divi- 
sion's perfo rmance in the secod 
half is expected to be at least as 
good as in the first half. 


'put to just over 22 mniimt 
barrels per day (bpd) in an 
effort to reverse a 25 per cent 
drop in oil prices tins year. 
April production totalled 23.65 
million bpd, a Reuter survey' 
shows. 

However, industry surveys 
show since the May talks Iran 
and Iraq’s output has actually 
risen significantly while 
Kuwait’s output fell by a mere 
fraction of what it pledged to 
cut. 

Of tiie big Mideast produc- 
ers, only Saudi Arabia cut out- 
put by the agreed amount and 
a Renter survey put total May 
OPfeC output at 23.22 million 
bpd, with other estimates as 
high as 23.5 million bpd. 

News on Tuesday of Saudi 
Arabia’s price cuts was seen by 
several traders as a signal that 
Saudi Arabia might be getting 
ready to reverse its production 
cuts to regain market share. 


However Saudi Arabia said 
Tuesday that it was still abiding 
by its OPEC production, quota. 

In a statement carried by the 
Saudi Press Agency, .Oil Minis- 
ter Hfcham Nazer said, YSaudr 
Arabia promised OPEC on 
May 1 to abide by its quota. 
The whole world admitted it 
was keeping its promise and it 
still adheres to it.” 

“On a purely technical 
they (Saudi Arabia) are just 
re a l igning their prices,” said 
one trader. “But let’s face it — 
cheaper barrels encourages 
more buying and means a bear- 
ish market.” 

Several OPEC ministers 
conferred by telephone Tues- 
day about the latest decline in 
prices, OPEC delegation 
sources said, but they said they 
knew of no current plans to 
convene any emergency min- 
isterial talks of schedule. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, June 6, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Found Stating 
Deutscfaemark 
Swisi franc 


669.0 673.0 
1129.8 1136.6 

397.0 399.4 

468.6 471.4 


Freud] fan c 117.8 118-5 

Japanese yen (for 100) 438.8 441.4 

DuCcb ^u3dcr 352.9 3SS.0 

Swedish crown 109.8 110.5 

Italian Bra (for 100) 54.0 54J 

Belgian franc (for 10) 193.1 1943 
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LONDON (R) — Fo flowing are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
_ Deotschemafks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


1.6860/70 

1.1730/40 

1.6850/55 

1.8975/85 

1.4265/75 

34.66/71 

5.6850/6900 

1239/1240 

152.65/75 

6.0955/1005 

6.4855/4905 

6.4290/4340 

360.00/40 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 



WORLD STOCK 


TOKYO — Stocks had finned slightly by the dose but an absence 
of factors drove most investors to the sidelines. The Nkkei rose 
31.88 to 32,953.50. 

SYDNEY — Stocks closed slightly lower in trading dominated by 
banking stocks about to go ex-dividend. The All Ordinaries fen 
1.9. to 1,526.9. 

HONG KONG — ■ Stocks, down nearly 20 points shortly before 
midday, shot up in late trade to end at their highest level since 
tanks smashed a pro-democracy movement in Beijing last year. 
The Hang Seng Index rose 13.43 to 3,172.49. 

SINGAPORE — Stocks dosed generally lower in sluggish trading, 
with few foreign fund managers seen on the market The Straits 
Times Index of bine chips rose 0.22 to 1,550.93. 

FRANKFURT — Despite positive domestic economic data, 
shares tumbled 1-5 per cent in thin trading as doubts resurfaced 
about the cost of German monetary union. The Dax Index fell 
27.67 to end at 1,849.02. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed lower in tight volume as prices 
consolidated at slightly lower levels after recent gains. The SPI 
Index fell 12.7 to 1,182.4. 

PARIS — Prices were generally lower at midday after an early 
rally. Anxiety about a parliamentary report on capital gams tax 
overhung the market. 

LONDON — Shares were steady near the day’s lows in quiet 
afternoon business as dealers took a break to watch the Derby 
horse race. At 1431 GMT the FTSE Index was down 21.1 at 
2,359.0. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Victor 


Jambor. Jr. 


ACROSS - 
1 Confront 
5 Long hit 
9 "Yes — ” 

13 Imputes 
conductor 

14 Look flxsdly 

15 Complications 

16 Tear apart 

17 Caused by the 
moon 

18 Math course 

19 Pbde 

20 Certain 


22 Utopias 

24 Curve - 

25 Taira out 

27 State houses 

32 Certain pupil 

33 Series 

34 At once 

35 Legatee 

36 Make butter 

37 — Beach, FL 

38 Oath words 

39 Dtvtag bird 

40 Shelve 

41 Horsemen? 

43 Pot-bellied 

44 Doctrine 

45 Croc's kin 

46 5 on the 
Beaufort 
Scale 

51 High toss 

54 Falls behind 

55 Tropical vine 

56 Gaucho 
weapon 

57 Rebekah's son 

58 Presley 

59 hi the Iasi 
analysis 

60 Move 
arduously 

61 Profound 

62 Turk, officials 

DOWN . 

1 Turn out 

2 Skating Jump 

3 Bonbon 

4 Conclude 

5 Overwhelms 

6 Baton 

7 Nomad 



i gam aiii 

aiBH 3 BBBH 


naamaa 

■■■■ au 

ayiaii 


mb aaa 
IB aBBBi 


01990 "Mnim Madia SanfaM, He. 
M MgMa ftaMNKf 


Yesterday's hgztoSetwdr 


8 Carapace 
carrier 

9 With ail its 
parts 

10 Stack of wood 

11 E n tr an ce 

12 Nearly 

14 Obliquity 

20 Hither 

21 Moran or Gray 

23 Active ana 

26 System of 
good conduct 

26 “Blue 

Shoes” 

27 Whtteftehes 

28 Swiss river 

29 Part of a 
race 

30 Sophia' - 

31 Aramte" - 
weapon 

33 “Mask” star 

36 Disintegrated 

37 Turn thumbs 
down 

39 sat 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnonnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnranninijiiri 
nnn nnnnn nnnrjj 
nnnnn nnnnnnl 
nnnnnn nnnnn | 
nnnnn nnnnn non 
nnnnnrannnnnn inn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn arinrcn nnnnt 


40 Glow with . 
ardor 

42 Absorbent 
paper 

43 Destroys 

45 Tropical tree 

46 Took.a plane 


47 Tabula — 

48 Mttd oath 

49 Tick- off 

50 Roof , edge 
52 — podriria 
63 Barits _ 
56 Fur flearf! 



Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. . . 


Print answer here: X X X >1 

(AnswoRrtonwiTOw) 

Jumbles; APART ENEMY GRATIS MULISH 
Answer: What the critic said when the butcher took up 
serious acting— NEVER SAUSAGE A HAM 



FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JUNE 7, 1990 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
wonderful day to express your 
deepest desire to those you know 
you can trust and to uncover what- 
ever it is that is not to your likmg. 
Communicate with others now. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
The early part of the day finds 
adverse conditions in the home so 
don't make waves but go along 
with family while in the evening 
outside world is your oyster. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
sure you have the right ideas under 
which to do the things you wish in 
the morning while the evening is 
good for all sorts of interesting new 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Look for whatever things you can 
do early to save some money and 
later you find you realise a greater 
amount of benefits than you had 
realised before. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You find one you want a 
favour from is not inclined to grant 
it in the morning but later an 
outside associate gives you the 
backing you seek. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Avoid 
leaving some secure situation for a 
new appeal early while later you 
are able to devise ways to be more 
efficient in work schedule for com- 
ing days. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your desire for a good time 
early should await handling a pre- 


sent problem while in the evening 
you can get our with congenial 
companions for recreations. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Think over carefully bow you 
can please a powerful person who 
is difficult; then later you can have 
a wonderful time beneath you own 
roof. 

SCORPIO: (October .23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Tasks that you are not sure 
about right away to handle should 
be postponed till the inspiration 
comes while in the evening gel into 
communication with correspon- 
dents. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Steer dear of early 
costly pleasures for later you find 
you are under good aspects to get 
practical ideas how best to have 
more money to spare. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Sidestep some pending 
argument. at your residence over a 
jaunt and later you find you can 
have a happy time with friends 
with same sense of humor as you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Argument between one 
concerned with a duty and outside 
contact should be carefully avoided 
and in the evening you can have a 
happy inti mite time with mate. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Keep your purse zipped with a 
project arises that is costly in the 
morning, then later you can go 
after personal goals with a good 
chance to get them. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JUNE 8, 1990 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Full Moon in Sagittarius allows you 
an excellent opportunity to expand 
your present activities in almost 
any avenue that really intrigues 
you. Get a good nights rest. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You stmt the day with some un- 
usual interest in putting across 
some creative skill and need to ride 
above obstacles; in evening rt>. 
mance flourishes. . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Think about what you can do to 
cany out plans with discussed with- 
your own family and gee into the 
knotty problem that is involved. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) ' 
Getting outside errands and 'shop- 
ping done does not seem as easy as 
you had planned but persevere and 
tonight you eg,, enjoy bobby of 
your choice. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well the various 
material matters that require some 
concentrated attention and get 
them back of you; then tonight you 
can spend a deep desire. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Out- 
sider various ways to gain goals 
that have been difficult for yodto 
obtain; after which you can mat-* 
ra P™ progress tonight in having 
good results. 6 

VIRGO: (August 22 to_Septembcr .. 
22) Lots of behind scenes t»«v? 
await your undivided attention so - 


give it to them-for Later you can dt 
the things you privately like tte 
most . 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octobei 
.22) One who usually supports yqt 
is too busy with out affairs to giv* 
forth generously now but later yot 

can join' a good friend at 1 

recreation. - 

SCORPIO: (October 23to 
ber 21) Take no chances in 
out the day in world of 
activity and follow rules, '.laws 
folly tonight you can haye^f 
good time in public places.' 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22ito 
December 21 ) Your need 
new outlets can be done' somethi 
abont if you study various wm* 
do so until tonight when you c 
raake wise decisions; '■ 

CAPRICOHNf (December^ atf* 5 
January 20) .Get into 

% 


them m back- of yoa^tiK 
evening you Teet.A.Bfe 
those pressure*.— - '•>.* 

AQUARIUS: ( Januar y?/ - 
ary 19) Think, abdut-wfial 
® to get out from ■tint 


. -j — 

assooate tactfolly; tWtoc 
joy partners comply?' 
WSCTS: (Febrtary^fo 

20XYoqr activities " 
a sour note » 
antfl everting whtmyous 

value done.' * -ir- 
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Worw Cop 
favourites Italy,. Brail and .'die 
‘ Sfethiaiitt 

. «ccbnd ipand foe .finals from 
thegnpop matches ,whkh. last 
until Jtme2t/. J. 4 
’ Sateen the 

knockout section ; , : W: the 24 
" finalists, vrho are (fiyjdcd into inc 
grtxqjs of fcwr . The pro sp ects in 
j^jroup att as follows: . 

Grirop A 0tafne,Flurettce): It*- 
ljr # .AHM; Ocedbbaionraida, Un- 
IfedScates. •.: . 

Hosts ltaly head a group which 
at fim sight looks top« them an 
easy passage to the second round.' 

Italians, who have * 
tight ■ defence marshalled - by 
L&ero. Franco Baresi, have lack- 
ed. ftifcup attacking odge of late 
wfere^foeylrofy heavily on Gian- 
hnarVialB. , r 

■ They! could ‘ face probkans is 
tbdrfintmatch Saturday a jgamrf 
Ifyely _ Austria. The ’ Austrians 
beat .European champions the 
Netherlands 3-2 last week, whig 
fast counter-attacks and the slip* 
pery skills of strikers Gerhard 


Italy, Brazil and Netherlands seen 
pleading World Cup favourites 


CAR FOR SALE 


Mazda 929 LTD, model 1982, 5 speed, power steering, air 
condition, electric windows, central lock, stereo radio/ 
tape. Duty unpaid. 

Tel. Irbld - 271100 * ext. 3577 


.Rodax and Toni Bolster. 

Czechoslovakia, who have 
bon past the first round since 
they finished runners* up in 1962, 
were missing . organisation and 
flair in their recent warm-up 
matches. 

. The elegant, commanding «"d 
versatile Jozef Chovanec is likely 
to be their key figure. 

The United States are regarded 
. as rank outsiders but they have 
qualified fix- the first time for 40 
yean and, with the tournament’s 
youngest squad, feel they have 
nothing to lose. 

Group B (Milan, Naples, 
Bail); Argentina, Soviet Un- 
ion, Romania, Cameroon. 

World Cup holders Argentina, 
who play die opening match of 
the tournament against Came- 
roon in Mflan Friday, are the 
group favourites but they may 
find it hard to produce their best 
outside Sooth America. Modi 
will depend do the genius of 
Diego Maradona. 

Argentina's bu3d-np has been 


Amman uttle league 


By Rami G. Kbouri 


AMMAN — t ; J ordan's little League baseball season drew to a dose 
lain Ihid^ seveii^ dtriSiDg all<stm games, gromKl-broaldng fix a 

project to improYe the playing fields,: and plans for a team from 
Jordan to paxthapate once again in the international little League 

hawhall tm w mm wwk 

The dkismg ceremony of the 1990 baseball , season induded the 
traditional combination of thank* for all those schools, sponsors, 
parents, coaches, team moms and other volunteers who helped make 
die season a success; awarding certificates, photographs and trophies 
to all p art k ap ating players; and esfoortations from American Amtos- 
sador to Jordan Roscoe Suddaxfo so smooth that they endneed many 
baseball afiedonados to recall visions of Brooks Robinson at third 


1 little League President Mxthkal Asftmr presided over the dosing 
‘ceremony, which ended with, a groimd-brealdpg ceremony to- start 
nariric mi m ^rnfaring the playing fields at foe American Co m m u n i ty 
ScfaooL^The wenk wifi be corapileted in time for the start of football 
season in September, and will include installing lights which will 
permit early evening practicesand games. The money fix the field 
improvements was raised through a local fund-raising (hive organised 
by a joint committee.' from ACSandthe Amman little League, 
headed by Mr. Pierre" Haddad. AIGI contractors are contributing 
many: of the technical support services fix the work. 

- Baseball Coinmissioner Maher;_“Abu Monssa” Khelifeh 
announced that three weeks of framing by a selection of 30 lod-piteli 
all-starearcmld riesult'tn choosing a team of 14 players to travel to 
Ger man y mlate-Jufy to participate in theEnropean division of the 
r Last year, the first ever team 
from Jtonton paiticipated in Germany, under the able coadring of 
ME Pard Plemmons. Tins year’s team will be coached by Mr. Kim 
Gustafson, whhtfce assistance of several, other Jordanian and 
American coaches. ' - • J • 


1990 FINAL BASEBALL 
STANDINGS 


T-RAIJL DIVISION: 


A five-way tie , fix first pfc 
Jordan Express, Nashashibi 


among Aqaba Shipping Company, 
bibi, Istiklal Library and Data Mini. 


COACH-PITCH DIVISION: 


"* National Steel Industry 
%'■ '. Epson . 

V7 ammct: 

■ inter continent al 

s: ^-Ara :: x -' : - 

e^ Pncfli : 

i.\, L;.OHncehtV 

8.. Arab Fmance Coxp. . 


KID-PITCH DIVISION: 


I-I NDEOD " r . 

X Danish Dairy . 

3. /^Wcstingbouse ••• 

4. '. Ionian Worsted Mffls 

5. Nfr. Chips . 

.6.--. Marriott ' 


SOFTBALL DIVISION: 


1; r*; Qaddonmi Agricultural 

2. - NADAS 

X. - '-. Second Time Around 


marred by problems in getting 
players together from their fore- 
ign bases as well as a chronic lack 
of goals which encourages the 
hopes of the three rivals. 

The Soviets have kept faith 
with most of foe players who 
reached the European cham- 
pionship final in 1988 and im- 
pressed in the Mexico World Cup 
four years ago. But they look past 
their peak and could miss power- 
ful midfielder Alexei 
Mikhailidienko, who is injured. 

Romania, which ousted De- 
nmark in a tough qualifying 
group, are fired with new patrio- 
tic enthusism after the country’s 
revolution last December. Led by 
playmaker Gbeorghe Hagi, the 
“Maradona of the Carpathians,” 
who recently agreed to join Real 
Madrid, they could spring a few 
surprises. 

Cameroun proved m the 1982 
finals in Spain that they must be 
taken seriously. They drew with 
Italy and finally bowed out with- 
out losing a match. Acrobatic 
goalkeeper Joseph-Antoine Bell 
could frustrate the best, even 
Maradona. 

Group C (Turin, Genoa): 
Brazil, Sweden, Scotland, 
Costa Rica. 

Three times world champions 
Brazil are dear favourites though 
they could be poshed by Sweden, 
a technically solid side full of 
exiled players with wide Euro- 
pean experience. 

Brazil's unusually cautious tac- 
tic of playing a sweeper behind 
foe back four will almost certainly 
produce fewer thrills but greater 
consistency, a quality not normal- 
ly associated with previous 
squads. 

But midfield stars Valdo and 
Silas could provide the artistry to 
remind the fan* that Brazilian 


players still have remarkable 
technical skills. 

Sweden, not beaten by Brazil 
for 25 years, plan to continue foe 
run and force a draw in foe 
opening match. They hope striker 
Mats Magnusson can continue bis 
free-scoring run with Benfica in 
the Portuguese league last sea- 
son. 

Scotland, as unpredictable as 
ever, could qualify for the latter 
stages for foe first time but only if 
they shake off a “Kamikaze” trait 
that has seen them score five own 
goals in the last eight matches. 

Costa Rica complete foe group 
and have foe advantage of meet- 
ing the fragile Scots in foe heat 
and humidify of Genoa. 

Group D (Milan, Bologna): 
West Germany, Yugoslavia, 
Colombia, United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

West Germany, losing finalists 
in 1982 and 1986, appear to have 
been dealt an easy assignment but 
they often make an indifferent 
start. 

They have experience and abil- 
ity throughout. Their five Italian- 
based players, Lothar Manhaeus, 
Rudi Voeller. Juergen Klins- 
mann, Andreas Brehme and Tho- 
mas Bertbold, will feel at home 
and midfielder Thomas Haessler, 
who joins them in Italy next 
season, could emerge as one of 
foe tournament’s stare. 

Yugoslavia look foe second 
strongest and with players of 
flair, like Dragan Stojkovic and 
Zlatko Vujovic, should have little 
trouble advancing. 

Colombia, whose preparations 
were interrupted by death threats 
from a group seeking to cleanse 
domestic soccer of (frog money, 
look to the attacking skills of 
Carlos Valderrama and the bold 
goalkeeping of Rene Higuita. 


CAR FOR SALE 

VW Golf, Model 1985 
Duty unpaid 

Tei. 657148 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Various, spacious rooms; fully furnished plus complete 
appliances; CH, TV, video, telephone; garage and gar- 
den; nicely located and completely independent. • 

Call 682469 or 845272; 9:00 un. to 5:00 |MVL 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A well-furnished apartment consisting of one large bedroom, one 
small bedroom, salon, dining, bathroom, kitchen, private tele- 
phone, central heating with garden and separate entrance. 
Location; Shmeisani, near Yugoslavian Embassy. 

Pte can tel: 661658 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Consists of one bedroom, salon (5x4) a kitchen, bathroom, 
veranda^garden, separate central heating, telephone. 
Location: Um Uthaina near San Rock Hotel. 

Call tel: 823960 




A Turkish Rim Week is organised between 9 and 14 June 
1990 at the Royai Cultural Center in Amman. Entrance is 
free of charge and tickets are available at the box-office of 
the RCC. The programme is as follows: 

9- June 1990/Satnrday- Hunting Time (feature film) 

10- June 1990/Sunday-Hiinn nz with Seven Husband (feature 
film) 

11- June 1990/Monday-Wife as Gramaphone (feature film) 

12- June 1990/Tuesday-Any Other Woman (feature film) 

13- June 1990/Wednesday-Art of Marbling-Feast of Colours 
(Documentary film) 

14- June 1990/Thursday-Tile Art of the Anatolian Srijuks 
(Documentary film). 




WANTED 


A qualified Male Nurse to live In. 
Tel: 659193 
From 10 am. - 2 p.m. 


For the United Arab Emirates, 
reaching foe World Cup finals for 
foe first time is achievement 
enough. Anything else would be 
a bonus. 

Group E (Verona, Udine) 
Belgium, Spain, Uruguay, 
South Korea. 

The battle for second round 
places should be foe closest of all 
with all four confident of going 
through. 

Seeded Belgium, semifinalists 
in 1986, are pinning their hopes 
on winning their opening match 
against foe Koreans, probably the 
strongest of foe World Cup 
underdogs, and expect to over- 
come Spain, whom they beat in 
the quarter-finals four years ago. 

They are boosted by the return 
to form of midfielder Enzo Scrip 
after two years in the doldrums. 

Spanish coach Luis Suarez said 
he feared twice world champions 
Uruguay more than foe Belgians. 
His team has a strong midfield 
guided by Michel and Rafael 
Martin Vazquez and a great strik- 
er in Emilio Butragueno, their 
Real Madrid team mate and scor- 
er of four goals against foe Danes 
in the Mexico finals . 

Oscar Washington Tabarez, 
the Uruguayan trainer, believes 
his team, who boast a brilliant 
front-line partnership in Enzo 
Francescoli and Ruben Sosa, 
could go on to win the title — 
provided they survive the gronp. 

South Korea are confident they 
will not leave Italy empty-handed 
and coach Lee Hoe-Taik has 
focussed on beating Uruguay, the 
side he sees as the weakest of his 
three rivals. 




FIRST RACE 4.00 


SECOND RACE 4.30 




FOR BEGINNER HORSES 

FOR BEGINNER HORSES 



DISTANCE 1400 METRES 

DISTANCE 1400 METRES 




Owner • Horse 

Trainer Jockey Wekfrt 

Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

1- Musalam Ktattan N. Um EI-AinadOwner Younts 56 

1- H.H. Late Sherft Nasir Stable 

Dahis 

Abbas 

Rasheed 

56 

2- KhaJld Ktaifan Mozdawij 

Owner Yousef 53 

2 • Ghazy A. Jabir 

Arbeed 

Kama! 

Mostafa 

56 

3- Mohammad Salman Naboisy Ala Mahiak 

Owner 51.5 

3- Abdullah Dawoud 

Wldan 

Owner 

Hiary 

56 

4- Nttal Barjas 0 Hadeed A Arkoub 

Owner Mosiata 50 

4- Moayadh M. B Assaf 

Mafakhir 

Owner 


54.5 

5- Dr. A. B Naeem A Wandy S. Maeen 

Owner lttaf 50 

5- Mohammad S. Rabaiyah 

Shatwn 

Owner 

Younts 

53 

6- HBmy Hussein EHozy B Asif 

Owner Hiaiy 50 

6- Naiei Anwar Shalan 

Mahasin 

Mohsin 

George 

51.5 



7- Nawaf Anwar Shalan 

Sarikti 

Zaidan 

lltaf 

50 



8- Ntmir B Hmoud 

Shams 

Owner 


48.5 

THIRD RACE 5.00 


FOURTH RACE 5.30 




FOR THIRD & SECOND CLASS HORSES 

FOR BEGINNER. THIRD & SECOND 


DISTANCE 1600 METRES 


CLASS HORSES 







DISTANCE 1400 METRES 




Owner Horse 

Trainer Jockey Weight 






1- Kama) Wosi Bshantt S. Efiad 

KhairekSn Mosiafa 60 

Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

2- Alt Famed B Saad F. Noaf 

KhaJrelcfin Rasheed 59.5 






3- Ntmlr 0 Hmoud B Hasna 

Owner 57.5 

1- Ramy Famed Daasan 

M. Dina 

KhairekSn 

Mostata 

57.5 

4- Pftmlr B Hmoud Janztr 

Owner Hiaiy 57 

2- Fawaz Amrar Shalan 

Ibshlr 

Zaidan 

Saad 

57 

5- Martsour Anwar ShaJan SaRamih 

Ztfdan Saad 55.5 

3- Aft Fareed Saad 

Saad AG 

KhaireMin 

Rashaed 

57 

6- Mamdouh Anwar Shalan Onwah 

Mohsin George 53.5 

4- AG Fareud Saad 

M. Sarah 

Khakeldfin 


56 

7- Fawaz Anwar Shalan Asheer 

Zaidan lltaf 53 

5- Ibrahim Harry Bsharaj 

Naam^n 

KhaJralcfin 

Sarny 

56 

6- Saflm Abu Rawaa Ebnayas 

Owner 56 

6- Nawat Anwar Shalan 

Basy 

Zaidan 

lltaf 

53 



7- Nawat Anwar Shalan 

Eldanah 

Mohsin 

George 

48.5 


FOR AMATEURS 6.00 






DISTANCE 1000 METRES 






Owner 

Horse 






1- Ghazi Mashhour El Fatez 

Khaifah 






2- Shakeeb Zaied 

Dolar 






3- Khabd Ayyad 

Nada 






4- Jala! El Kotub 

EFGhoot 






5- Nawaf B Faiez 

Sanaa 






6- Salah Eldin Ahmad 

Fattah 






7- Omar B Rafiey 

1 El Reeh 






FURNISHED VILLA: FOR RENT 

Location: Alia Housing, Marj Al Hamam. - — - 

3-bedroom, L-shaped living and dining room, two bath- 
rooms, centrally heated, telephone and well-organised 
garden, open garage and kitchen. 

Please contact tel: 711541 Thursday/Friday. 

ALSO CAR FOR SALE 
1982 - Opel Ascona. Excellent condition. 


<2)r. tsJuxmMS — 

■ - Announcing the opening of her 

Dental Clinic 

1 3 years of experience with Ministry of Public Health in the. 
State of Qatar. 

Mecca Street, Jaber Commercial Centre. 

Clinic hours: 9:00 a.m.-t :00 p.m., 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Res. Tel: 846733 


amfaa sj 


Tel: 634144^B Cinema 


Tel: 675571 Cinema 


Tel: 699238 

















World News 


JORDAN — ^ AV-™PAY, 



Death toll reaches 40 in 

Central Asia unrest 



MOSCOW (Agencies) — At least 40 people have 
been killed and more than 200 injured in fighting 
between ethnic Ki rghiz and Uzbeks in Soviet Central 
Asia, an official said Wednesday. 


Anatoly Lukyanov, chairman 
of the Supreme Soviet legislature, 
gave the figures in a report to 
lawmakers on the latest outbreak of 
ethnic violence to trouble the 
government of President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

Earlier reports Wednesday said 
police fired on Kirghiz and 
Uzbeks trying to storm police 
stations in the city of Osh, where 
at least 25 people were killed in 
two days of dashes. 

Reinforcements of police and 
Interior Ministry troops were sent 
to Osh, in the western part of the 
Republic of Kirghizia on the bor- 
der with Uzbekistan, the Interfax 
news agency reported. 

The dashes spread to a nearby 
town, where deaths and injuries 
were reported. Police in Frunze, 
the capital of Kirghizia, were 
placed on alert. 

An assistant duty officer of the 
Osh police, reached by telephone 
Wednesday, said foe situation re- 
mained complicated and all his 
superiors were out on the streets. 

Armed Kirghiz and Uzbeks 
tried to attack regional civil de- 
fence headquarters and police 
stations in three districts of the 


city on Tuesday, forcing police to 
open fire, Interfax said. 

The news agency said 25 peo- 
ple were killed and 143 were 
wounded in file 24-hour period 
ending Tuesday. It was not dear 
whether that toll included the 11 
dead that Interfax and the Soviet 
news agency (TASS) had re- 
ported earlier. 

TASS reported Tuesday and 
Wednesday that more than 200 
people bad been injured in two 
days of clashes, but there was no 
immediate way to reconcile that 
figure with the latest Interfax 
report. 

A state of emergency and a 10 
p.m.-ti a_m. curfew was declared 
in Osh Tuesday after rioting be- 
gan Monday evening in a dispute 
between the two S unni Muslim 
ethnic groups over plots of land 
for housing, TASS said. 

Hundreds rampaged through 
the streets of the city of 210,000 
people, setting fires to houses, 
shops and cars. 

TASS reported Wednesday 
that factories and stores remained 
closed in Osh, where police and 
Interior Ministry troops set up 
roadblocks and restricted entry to 


the city. The Soviet army news- 
paper Red Star reported that file 
only enterprise still working in 
Osh was a large bakery. 

In the town of Uzgea, 60 
kilometres from Osh, six people 
were killed and 18 injured when 
the district police headquarters 
was' attacked and two snb- 
ma chine guns were captured, the 
newspaper said. 

Ethnic tensions spread to 
Frunze, where police were in a 
state of alert and a soccer match 
by a visiting team from Uzbekis- 
tan was cancelled for fear of 
violence, according to the news- 
paper Komsomolskaya Pravda. 

Absamat Masabyev, bead of 
Kirghizia's parliament, broadcast 
a ’ speech to the population Tues- 
day night, saying that authorities 
were trying to resolve the land 
dispute, TASS said. 

Housing is critically short in 
Soviet Central Asa, among the 
poorest regions of the nation. 

Leaders of Uzbek informal 
groups also demanded that an 
autonomous region be set up 
inside Kirghizia. About one-third 
of Osh's residents are Uzbek. 

In another development, milit- 
ary leaders in the Baltic region 
accused the separatist govern- 
ments in Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania of boosting tension in 
the region and weakening the 
Soviet Union's defences. 

Lithuanian President Vytatrtas 


L&ndsbergis accused certain 
forces within his republic of 
trying to engineer a coup. 

In Riga, Sarnrite Erte, an offi- 
cial of the Latvian parliament, 
said the presidents and prime 
ministers of the three republics 
would discuss how the Baltic 
issue was dealt with at the 
Washington summit. 

The meeting, she said, would 
be within the framework of the 
Baltic Council, a pre-war body 
recently revived to discuss com- 
mon questions and the joint drive 
to restore the republics’ inde- 
pendence. 

Tuesday’s statement issued by 
the Baltic Military District Coun- 
cil in Riga said the three govern- 
ments were “leading an active 
propaganda and legislative cam- 
paign aimed at unde rmining the 
unity of our state.” 

“Many laws hurriedly adopted 
by the Lithuanian, Latvian and 
Estonian parliaments contradict 
the Soviet constitution and laws,” 
it said. 

Republican authorities, it said, 
were engaged in illegal acts, in- 
cluding the misappropriation of 
Soviet Defence Ministry prop- 
erty. 

The three republics bave 
targeted the Soviet military in 
much of their pro-independence 
campaign, with Lithuania at one 
point urging its young men not to 
respond to call-up notices. 


China 
frees 97 
prisoners 


Gorbachev must lighten up on 
Lithuania, Congress leaders say 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
gressional leaders told President 
George Bush Tuesday that Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
must lighten up on Lithuania if he 
expects congerss to approve trade 
benefits for Moscow. 

“Call it linkage or call it real- 
ity," Senate minority leader 
Bob. Dole, a Republican, said 
after Bush briefed top bouse and 
Senate leaders on his private con- 
versations with Gorbachev dnring 
xhi summit. 

Lawmakers said Bush told 
them he had received no assur- 
ances from Gorbachev, even in 
private, that the Soviet Union 


would lift its economic boycott of 
the independence-seeking Baltic 
state. 

House Speaker Thomas Foley, 
a Democrat, said Bush “made it 
very clear" that he had presented 
a strong case to Gorbachev for 
easing up in Lithuania. 

“When the president sends us 
the trade agreement... there will 
be many in Congress who will 
want to see progress on Lithuania 
before approving it," Foley said. 
“I asked the president if he 
thought President Gorbachev 
understood there might be such 
reaction from Congress, he said 
he did.” 


“I’m not going to assess 
whether his pressing (Gorbachev) 
was adequate or not,” said Sen- 
ate majority leader George 
Mitchell, also a Democrat. “He 
said he made the case." 

Mitchell said that nothing the 
president said made him feel any 
more optimistic that a Lithuanian 
settlement was near. 

Dole said Bush told lawmakers 
at the 45-minnte session that “he 
had no direct assurances” on 
Lithuania. However, Dole and 
other lawmakers said Bush stres- 
sed the fret that he had de- 
veloped a good working rela- 
tionship with the Soviet leader. 


Canadian leaders optimistic as 
Meech Lake talks progress 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada's lead- 
ers have emerged from a 13-hour 
meeting expressing confidence 
they were closing in on a solution 
to a constitution crisis that 
threatens the country’ unity. 

*Tve switched from my pessim- 
ism to thinking there is a 
chance," said Premier Don Getty 
of the Western province of 
Alberta. 


essential to check a growing 
separatist movement in the dis- 
contented French-speaking pro- 


vince. 


Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney said he and the 10 provin- 
cial premiere had not struck any 
firm agreements but achieved 
more progress by the end of the 
third day of talks. 

The source of the politicians' 
optimism appeared to be a pre- 
liminary agreement on senate re- 
form. The issue has been a major 
stumbling block to passage of the 
Meech Lake Constitutional 
Accord. 

the accord recognises 
Quebec's status as a distinct soci- 
ety within Canada, and its rati- 
fication by the June 23 deadline is 


“No doubt the climate is much 
improved over yesterday,” 
Quebec Premier Robert Bouras- 
sa said as he emerged from the 
meeting. 

Bourassa said he felt the two 
staunchest opponents of the 
accord. Premiers Gary Film on of 
Manitoba and Clyde Wells of 
Newfoundland, appeared slightly 
more flexible. 


“I don’t say Mr. Wells and Mr. 
Filmon have accepted that Meech 
Lake must be ratified by June 23, 
but I found in their attitude more 
openness than I felt yesterday," 
be said. 

Filmon said he was glad that all 
the disputed issues had finally 
been put on the table. He com- 
plained previously that some of 
his province’s concerns had not 
come up in the talks that began 
on Sunday night. 


‘Today they were dealing with 
all of the issues on the agenda. 
We’re doing the work we should 
be doing," he said. 

There was speculation that 
Mulroney, the author of the 1987 
Meech Lake Accord, was crafting 
a package of proposals that would 
allow the recalcitrant premiers to 
approve the accord without losing 
face in their home provinces. 

Bourassa. under pressure from 
Quebec's nationalists, held to his 
line that the Meech Lake Accord 
muft be ratified as it stands. But 
he said be recognised that the 
senate must be reformed and he 
was wilting to consider changes in 
another round of talks. 

The outlying provinces want to 
transform the senate from a body 
of politicians appointed by the 
prime minister into an elected 
chamber along the lines of the 
U.S. Senate in order to offset the 
power of the populous central 
provinces Quebec and Ontario, 
in the elected House of Com- 
mons. 


India seals 
Sikh temple 
for raid 
anniversary 


Berlin wants to scrap massive blockade reserves 


WEST BERLIN (AP) — For 
more than four decades. West 
Berliners have been stockpiling 
huge amounts of provisions to 
keep the city alive just in case the 
Soviets return with another 
blockade. 

City officials now say changing 
times have made the warehouses 
filled with sugar, grain, bandages, 
toothpaste and hundreds of other 
items unnecessary. 

“This is a relic of the cold 
war,” said Gerhard Erbe, the city 
official in charge of supervising a 
large portion of the emergency 
reserves. 

The Germans started their 
stockpiles on the orders of the 
victorious Western allies — 
France, Britain and the United 
States — after the Berlin airlift 
broke the traumatic Soviet block- 
ade in May 1949. 

West Berlin’s leftist leaders say 
the federal government in Bonn 
should ask the allies for permis- 
sion to scrap the whole program- 
me for the city of 2 million 
people. 

City government economics 
chief Peter Mitzscherling has 
even suggested giving the food 
and other supplies to Eastern 
European nations, where demo- 
cracy has replaced Communism. 

* West Berlin officials decline to 
five a breakdown of how much is 


stored, saying it’s still kept “top 
secret” to keep the "potential 
enemy" from learning details. of 
the plans. 

"The goal is. in the event of 
another blockade, to provide the 
city with all necessary goods,” 
says Erbe. “It was also to have a 
calming effect on the people.” 

Erbe says file goods stored in ' 
200 separate locations are to last 
as rations for a “long period of 
time.” but declined to specify 
how long. 

One of the storehouses is lo- 
cated in the teeming Westhafeo 
along thcSpandau. Shipping Can- 
al. Sacks of sugar, medicines and - 
thousands of cases of jarred fruit 
are carefully stored there. 

Horst Kleffel, who supervises 
part of the programme for the 
federal government, says the plan 
was to have enough food on hand 
for a half-year. 

But he concedes: “Some things 
we now have in smaller quanti- 
ties." 


The Berliner Morgenpost 
newspaper claims to have learned . 
some of the quantities, reportedly 
including 166,444 tonnes of grain, 
38,752 tonnes of canned veget- 
ables and 493,668 tonnes of light 
heating oil. The goods are 
routinely sold off and restocked 
to ensure that everything is us- 
able. 


The stockpiled goods over the 
years have provided great com- 
fort, especially to older Berliners. 
Many of the elderly remember 
their city being torn apart by the 
collapse of Nazi Germany in 1945 
and being shut off from the world 
by the Soviet blockade three 
years later. 

The Soviets tried to starve the 
western part of the city into 
submission, blocking land traffic 
starting in June 1948. 

For IOVSe months, a massive 
airlift organised by the United 
States kept the city alive. 

Even though four power agree- 
ment-of .1971 set aside many of 
the disputes with the Soviets, the 
emergency reserves stayed in this 
city located 140 kilometres within 
then-Communist East Germany. 

The federal government in 
Bonn provides about 200 million 
marks ($125 million) a year to 
maintain the reserves, which 
could be worth up to 2.5 billion 
marks ($1.6 billion). 

Adult clothing was phased out 
years ago, even before the mas- 
sive changes in Eastern Europe. 

And as officials look around to 
save money during the enormous- 
ly expensive unification process, 
the reserves bave became a target 
for likely savings as well as sar- 
casm. 

“The West Berlin G'ry Govern- 


ment even wanted to start getting 
rid of the huge supplies of toilet 
paper, since according to State 
Secretary (Juergen(Dittberner, 
people could just use a newspap- 
er id. an emergency." the Frank- 
furter Rundschau . quoted the city’s 
no. 2 economics official as saying. 

The newspaper continued: 
“But at the prompting of the 
federal government, the toilet 
paper stayed in the repertoire.” 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's gov- 
ernment must first study the re- 
quest to halt the programme, 
before deciding whether to pass it 
on to the Western allies. 

Anthony W. Sariti. U.S. di- 
plomatic spokesman in Berlin, 
said it’s not certain what answer 
the allies are likely to give. 

But he added: “Given the 
tenor of the times. I can't imagine 
we would give it unsympathetic 
hearing." 

Selling off the stockpiles could 
take about three or more years. 

While the list of items con- 
tained also includes soap, clean- 
ing materials, coffee, fish and 
meat as well as clothing for kids 
and young, people, city official 
Erbe told the Associated Press 
one thing is missing: dog food to 
feed the Berliners’ adored 
pooches. 

"People would have to share 
their own rations with their 
dogs,” Erbe says with a laugh. 


PEKING (R) — China’s Public 
Security Ministry announced 
Wednesday that 97 prisoners in- 
volved in last year’s democracy 
movement had been released in 
Peking and Shanghai. 

The prisoners included 19 stu- 
dents, the official New China 
New Agency quoted the ministry 
as saying. 

Two of the students were 
named as Xiong Wei and Zhou 
Fengsuo who were on a police list 
of 21 most wanted students issued 
shortly after the June 1989 crack- 
down. 

A ministry spokesman said the 
released prisoners had pleaded 
guilty, voluntarily confessed and 
expressed a willingness to repent. 

“Those who obstinately stick to 
an incorrect course and refuse to 
repent will be punished strictly in 
accordance with the law,” the 
spokesman was quoted as saying. 

The latest mass release brought 
the total number of those freed 
since the June crackdown to 8S1. 
according to China's official tally. 

Hundreds more activists are 
believed to remain in prison 
according to Western human 
rights organisations. 

Announcement of the releases 
followed an overwhelming secur- 
ity clampdown in Peking during 
the anniversary earlier this week 
of last year’s bloody end to the 
democracy movement. 

A Western diplomat, com- 
menting on the releases, said 
China’s leaders were still con- 
cerned that the U.S. Congress 
might overturn President George 
Bush's recommendation that Chi- 
na retain its most-favoured-na- 
tion trade status. 


AMRITSAR, India (AP) 
Armed policemen surrounded 
the Golden Temple Wednesday 
because Sikh militants planned to 
observe the sixth anniversary of 
an army raid on the holy Sikh 
shrine, authorities said. 

Only women and children wei 
allowed to enter the Golden 
Temple, where at least 1 .200 peo- 
ple were killed in 1984 when the 
army moved in to dislodge armed 
Sikh separatists. 

Deputy Commissioner Sarabjit 
Singh, the top dvii administrator 
in the city, said authorities had 
received information that some 
militant groups would “violate 
the peace of the temple” to com- 
memorate the anniversary. 

Soldiers, backed by tanks and 
heavy artillery, stormed the tem- 
ple on June 3, 1984, to clear the 
shrine of an armed band of Sikh 
militants who had made it their 
base for an insurgency. 

Hundreds of civilians, mostly 
devotees visiting the temple on 
that day, were killed in the cross 
fire. The fighting continued for 
four days, at the end of which 
most of the militants were killed 
or had surrendered. 

The Sikh insurgency, marked 
by hit-and ran attacks and bomb- 
ings mainly on civilian targets, still 
lingers in Amritsar and surround- 
ing districts of Punjab state. Au- 
thorities routinely announce a 
general alert in the state in early 
June every year to guard against 
any upsurge of violence. 

Police Superintendent Sanjiv 
Gupta said at least 5,000 police- 
men were posted around the one- 
square- kilometre temple complex 
Tuesday. 

At least 500 plainclothes 
policemen were inside the shrine. 


China has said loss of the sta- 
tus, which gives it low tariffs on 
exports to the United States, 
could cost it $10 billion a year. 

Bush has linked an improve- 
ment in China’s human-rights re- 
cord with progress in Sino-U.S. 
relations. 

Diplomats said the releases 


were also aimed at assuaging 
hostile public within China, espe- 
cially in Pelting where memories 
of last year’s crackdown are still 
strong. 

Communist Party leader Jiang 
Zemin said in May that 431 peo- 
ple who were involved in last 
year’s demoCTacy movement re- 
mained in prison after the release 
earlier in the month of 211 pris- 
oners. 

According to China's official 
tally this leaves 334 people still In 
jail, including 23 students. 

The 97 freed in the latest batch 


^erc 76 people in Peking and 21 


Shanghai, the Public Security 
Ministry said. 

One of those released in Shan- 
ghai was named as Yao Yong- 
zhan, better known by his Can- 
tonese name of Yui Yung-Chin, a 
20-year-old Hong Kong student 
arrested in June last year after he 
tried to leave Shanghai following 
the military crackdown in Peking 
‘on June 3 and 4. 

Two others said to have been 
released in Shanghai were named 
as Chen Qiwei and Yang Lujun. 
Chen was deputy director of the 
economics department of 
Huadong Teachers University in 
Shanghai, according to earlier 
Shanghai newspaper reports. 


Yang is on a list of prisoners 
known to the human-rights group 
Amnesty International and iden- 
tified as a researcher at the Shan- 
ghai Academy of Social Sciences. 

The two students named as 
released in Peking, Xiong and 
Zhou, were from Qinghua Uni- 
versity. 


Soviets reassure North 
Korea on ties with South 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet News 
Agency (TASS) has sought to 
reassure North Korea that the 
Kremlin won’t let its relations 
with the Communist state be 
damaged tty Soviet moves to 
establish ties with South Korea. 

TASS asserted in a commen- 
tary Tuesday that Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s meeting with President 
Roh Tae-Woo of South Korea 
had been described by Western • 
media as a “political sensation" 
marking “drastic changes” in 
Moscow’s Asia policy. 

The commentary, by political 
analyst Yuri Kornilov, did not 
specify which news outlets were 
making those claims. 

Roh told reporters after meet- 
ing the Soviet leader in San Fran- 
cisco Monday that the two coun- 
tries would establish diplomatic 
ties. 

But Gorbachev was vague on 
the prospects of South Korean- 
Soviet ties, saying only “we will 
let the fruit grow ripe, and when 
the fruit grows ripe, we will eat 
it.” 

Kornilov said the Roh-Gor- 
bachev meeting was a sensation 
only because it was the first be- 
tween leaders of the Soviet Union 
and South Korea — not because 
it signals any change in soviet 
policy. 

“As to prospects for the estab - 
lishment of diplomatic relations, 
of which much is being written 
and said in the West nowadays, 
the Soviet stand is well known 
and remains unchanged: This 
issue can be considered only in 
connection with further improve- 


ment of the situation in the Ko- 
rean peninsula." 

Kornilov concluded: 

“Of course, the removal of 
ideological blinkers from our 
foreign policy and the course 
towards broader economic con- 
tacts and political dialogue with 
other countries in no way means 
that we give op our principled 
positions and priorities or forgo 
interests of third countries." 

And he reassured North 
Korea, “our country wlQ con- 
tinue to maintain and promote in 
all ways its traditionally dose 
political, economic and other 
tiles,” with North Korea. " 

The TASS analyst said the 
Soviet Union continues to sup- 
port North Korean proposals for 
peace on the peninsula. 

Korea was divided in 1945 at 
the end of World War n, when 
Soviet and U.S. troops ended 
Japan’s colonial rule. The divi- 
sion deepened after the two 
Koreas fought a. war in 1950-53. 

In South Korea, newspapers 
reported Wednesday that the 
country’s foreign minister, Choi 
Ho-Joong. plans to visit Moscow 
next month to discuss terms of 
establishing formal ties. 

Dong-A II bo and Joong-Ang 
flbo in dispatches by correspon- 
dents who accompanied Roh on 
his U.S. visit, said Choi plans, to 
meet Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze. They 
said Shevardnadze would then by 
invited to visit Seoul about a 
month later to finalise terms "for 
opening formal diplomatic rela- 
tions. 


Pollution killing millions 
of children — U.N. report 


MEXICO ClTY (R) — Environ- 
mental destruction is killing mil- 
lions of the world's children each . 
year and strong measures to stop 
it must be launched immediately, 
a United Nations official said at 
World Environment Day cere- 
monies Tuesday. 

“As the shambles of global 
environmental destruction 
spreads our children are dying. 
They are the victims of our 
greed," Mostafa Tolba, executive 
director of tire U.N. Environ- 
ment Programme, told reporters. 

Tolba addressed a U.N.-spon- 
sored World Environment Day 
gathering in Mexico City, one of 
the most polluted cities in the 
world. It is the first Latin Amer- 
ican capital to host the event 
since its inauguration in 1987. 

A U.N. study on children and 
the environment released to mark 
World Environment Day said 
some 14 million children die each 


year in developing, nations be- 
cause of tainted drinking water, 
poor sanitation, pollution, com- 
mon diseases and malnutrition. - 
Respiratory diseases,, often 
caused by air pollution, kfll more 
than 4.2 miffion children under 
the age of five each year in the 
developing world, said the report 
published by Tolba’s agency and 
the U.N. Children’s Fund. • 
“Tone chemicals, heavy met- 
als, radiation and poisons harm 
children both rich and poor more 
severely than adults, causing un- 
told deaths yearly through can- 
cers, bird) defects and stillbirths 
in industrialised and developing 
nations,” it said. ; 

The study said a larger number 
of children would be born in the 
next 10 years than in any previous 
decade but improved education 
and family planning programmes 
would slow population growth in 
tire 21st century. 



Andreotti rebuffs 
Hurd over warning: 


ROME (AP) — Premier Gnffib 
Andreotti has said he rebuffed 
the British foreign swanetary’s 
warning about possible attacksby 
Palestinians at the Worfo:CB|*ity. 
telling him to ^think atxHttyrair 
own fellow citizens. A ndrcottiY 
comments, during a brief recap- ■ 
tion for the Italian national roofer 
team, told reporters about Jfis 
recent telephone conversation 
with British Foreign" Secretary 

Douglas Hurd . “A fetf daysagil- 
spoke with the English foreign 
secretary who warned meabonta 
Palestinian threat to t he Work! * 
Cup,” Andreotti told rep egt c is. 
“I replied to the secretary,” the 
premier ; continued, " “that we . 
would rake care of tite'Pakafr; 
mans, but be should worry ^*out 
his own fellow citizens. It seea» 
the English always have to drink 
beer before a game. It becomes, 
necessary to surround them with 
security.” Italian and Engfitii an*, 
thoritks have’ been cooperating 
on security measures in thc'SartB- 
nian capital of Cagliari, vftmrg the 
English team will play, its fori-', 
round games. ■' 


Queen Elizabeth 
shows ageinnew 
banknote 


Chemical in cabbage linked 
to lower breast cancer risk 


WASHINGTON (R) — Resear- 
chers said Tuesday they found a 
chemical in cabbage and other 
vegetables they believe lowers 
the risk of breast cancer but said 
is unlikely drug companies 
would want to market the che- 
mical because it cannot be 
patented. 

’We have identified the com- 
pound in cruciferous vegetables 
such as cabbage, broccoli, bros- 
seis sprouts and cauliflower which 
appears to act in a way which 
should be protective,” said scien- 
tist Leon Bradlow of the Institute 
for Hormone Research in New 
York. 

Bradlow and colleague Jon 
MIchnovicz, writing in this week’s 
Journal of the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI), said they think 
the chemical, known as Indole-3- 
Carbinol, reduces breast cancer 
risk by speeding up a particular 


process by which the body meta- 
bolises the female hormone oes- 
trogen. 

Several previous studies have 
suggested that people with diets 
rich in vegetables like cabbage 
and broccoli have lower cancer 
rates than the general public. 

But Bradlow and Michnovicz 
are the first to come up with 
evidence that the protective 
effect is due to the action of 
Indole-3-Carbinol . 

Their study found that taking a 
concentrated dose of the chemic- 
al did speed up a particular oes- 
trogen metabolism process in hu- 
mans. 

Furthermore, they have since 
demonstrated — in a second, 
as-yet unpublished study — that 
feeding Indole-3-Carbinol to 
tumour-prone mice markedly re- 
duced their cancer risk, Bradlow 
said in a telephone interview. 


LONDON (R) Queen =Hi- 
Zabeth istin^yrifowfiag her ^t; 
on a new banknote which por- 
trays .Britain’s r 64-year-biii 
monarch with "h • douMe/iciiih,; . 
wrinkles' and sli^r ba^“undef 
her eyes. “It makes me-look sb . 
old,” the tabloid Sun" irewspaper 
on Wectacsdayqitotwltheqwi^ 
as teffiiig artist Rog«- Withing- - 
ton, who desgned tbe new note.j 
“But then I snppose I . am old." 

The Bank of En gland insisted the - 
"queen had aged gracefully on the 
turquoise nofce, whosc portrait 
updates tiw.one an. the old blue v 
£5 noteand other denominations 
by 25. years, the monarch's pro- 
foe*; on coins • and stamps; also 
dates from the .1950s.. The new 
note appears Thursday . It is smal- 
ler .and,; the' Bank of England 
said, harder tp forge tban its 
predecessor.-, --- 


Couple wed during: 
tiigh school reunion 


Havel recommends vote for 
former dissidents in elections 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (AP) 
— President Vaclav Havel 
appealed Tuesday to Czechoslo- 
vaks to vote for bos former dissi- 
dent colleagues Friday in the first 
free elections since 1946. 

Without explicitly recommend- 
ing a vote for the Civic Forum 
organisation that powered the 
anti-Conummist revolution and 
propelled him to power, Havel 
threw his popularity and author- 
ity clearly behind former dissi- 
dents who battled the old Stalinist 
order, as be did. 

‘Please don’t listen to generali- 
ties, attractive talk, don’t listen to 
cheap promises, don't be gov- 
erned by appeals to ah kinds of 
emotions," Havel said in a~ 
nationwide TV address four days 
ahead of the elections. 

“Attractive programmes can 
be written today by almost any- 
body who was taught spelling and 
grammar at school,” he said in a 
swipe at the host of parties that 
e me rged once seasoned dissi- 
dents had won last winter’s battle 
for political pluralism. 


There are 22 parties contesting 
the elections for a new federal 
parliament and new Czech and 
Slovak regional parliaments. 

“Try, please, to choose those 
lists of candidates on which you 
find names of people who defied 
totalitarianism or who openly re- 
belled against it." Havel said. 


understanding,” be said. 

One contentions point about 
the current government is its in- 
clusion of former Commnnists. 


Most of his former dissident 
friends are standing for civic 
forum or its Slovak counterpart. 
Public Against Violence. 

But Jan Carnogursky — like 
Havel a prominent human rights 
campaigner under Communist 
rule and currently first deputy 
premier in the coalition govern- 
ment formed in December — is a 
candidate for the rival, conserva- 
tive Christian Democrats. 


Federal Premier Marian Calfa, 
for instance, joined while still a 
prominent Communist. He swift- 
ly turned in his party card, and is 
now a leading candidate of Public 
Against Violence m Slovakia, 
where the Christian Democrats 
have attacked such former Com- 
munists standing on a reformist 
ticket. 


PINE BLUFF, Arkansas (AP)— f 
Tim Newton (fid more than shoty 
off Ins fiancee at ins 10-year high 
school reunion. He married her 
Newton told a friend at - the 
weekend gathering of 1980 Staf 
Gty High School grad u a te s that ' 
he and Tracy Byford had their 
wedding rings and marriage 
license. He joked that if a minis- . 
ter were present .they’d tie. ther 
knot. Then the friend revealed 
that he was an .ordained minister. 
That was all it took, said the new 
Mrs. Newton, 20. “Everybody, 
just kept on going, , Y’ alL ought, 
to get married,” she said, fo to; 


said 7 Newton, 27, stood dumb--, 
founded “with a weird look on bfr . 
face” before agreeing to the iffik- 
promptu wedding. Women at the? 
banquet started grabbing flowers* 
from waD and table arrangements 
to make a bridal bouquet. New-: 
ton picked a best man and Ins 
intended chose a bride's maid. 
Another classmate played the 
wedding inarch on a handy piano."’" 
After the ceremony, there were 
cheers, and then the 75-or-so* 
classmates produced cake and, 
champagne 'for "the reouron- 
tnr b e d-reception. There even was 
a band to serenade the 
lyweds. 


new- 


un- 


couple wins . 
lottery twice in 
three weeks 






Havel, who 8S president will 
formally appoint the new federal 
government, appeared to endorse 
the status quo. 

“Vote for those parties and 
movements about which yon are 


Havel urged Czechoslovaks to 
vote for people who “don’t 
change their coats every week.” 
But be is said by his political 

allies to have confidence in Caffe 

characterised by Havel aides as a 
hard worker. 

The Ctommonist Party itself Is 

currently ranked a distant thin! in 

opinion polls, which have moved 
steadily in the past two months in 
favour of Civic Forum and Publi, 


- Against Violence, now predicted 

sure they can continue the work to get between 39 and 42 per cent 
of the government of national of the vote nationwide -- 


SYDNEY (R) — ^ An Australian.-^ 
couple beat enormous odds 
won a 100,000 dollars ($76,00?)- T;. 
lottery for the second timeThr - _ 
tfoee weeks. Sydney^ Secret 11 - - 
Michelle Kenny and her hus ban d- ■ 
won first 'prize; m ' tins * week’s >'■ 
jackpot, lottery 'after; wjnonigtfc : l--_ 
tottery on May 15* ffibNewSoutffo ’ 
Wales state lotteries -officeUiM^ 
said. The oonple, who" used^tfee ' 
first win to pay off thefr hepe ; : 
mortgage, bought five mibtejkfe* 7 
texy tickets when colk^tmatfiefe: : - 
wmrrin g s- fr om'tfae 'office. "" ' 


4 


tire .first *»• - r ' 


prize again,! , -,- T . T . 

34-year-old 

been taking lottery tkkeK: * 

few months. lye- never:’“” L ' ’ 

her husband and-two. 

Sons ' 





